Rhondda  Urban  District  Council. 


■i  r*y  l- 


REPORT 


\ ** t 4ll»i  \ 

\vJr ^7 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


AND 


School  Medical  Officer 


For  the  Year  1938. 


FERN DALE : 

W,  T.  Maddock  & Co.,  Printers,  etc 
1939. 


Rhondda  Urban  District  Coun 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND 

School  Medical  Officer 

For  the  Year  1938. 


FERNDALE : 

W,  T.  Maddock  & Co.,  Printer*,  et«, 
1939. 


Rhondda  Urban  District  Council 


Members  of  the  Council. 

Councillor  IORWERTH  RHYS  THOMAS,  J.P.  [Chairman). 
„ Mrs.  LILLIE  ANNIE  HUGHES,  J.P. 

( Vice-Chairman). 

„ EDWARD  JOHN  WILLIAMS. 

„ RHYS  MORGAN  REES. 

„ LEONARD  HENRY  COOK. 

,,  | JOHN  MINTON,  J.P.  | 

„ JOHN  THOMAS  DAVIES. 

„ WILLIAM  CLIFFORD  VENING. 

„ GLYN  LEWIS  WALES. 

„ Mrs.  ANNIE  PRICE,  J.P. 

„ JOHN  LEIGH  DAVIES. 

PHILLIP  MORRIS. 

JAMES  DAVIES. 

SIDNEY  MITCHELL. 

ALCWYN  PENRY  GLANVILLE. 

WILLIAM  SAMUEL  LANE,  J.P. 

„ MARK  HARCOMBE. 

„ OWEN  JAMES  BUCKLEY,  J.P. 

THOMAS  R.  DAVIES. 

„ THOMAS  HENRY  SMITH. 

EVAN  JOHN  OAKLEY. 

THOMAS  BOWEN  THOMAS. 

WILLIAM  REES. 

„ DAVID  JOHN  RICHARDS. 

„ JOHN  TALFRYN  LLEWELLYN. 

WILLIAM  MURRAY  WILLIAMS  (9  months). 
„ MORGAN  BENJAMIN. 

LEONARD  BATEMAN. 

„ FREDERICK  JAMES  MORTON  (3  months). 

,,  Mrs.  CATHERINE  M.  PARFITT  (9  months). 


4 


Councillor  GEORGE  EDWARD  MASLIN. 

„ DAVID  TIMOTHY  DAVIES,  J.P. 

ALFRED  JESSE  SWEET  (3  months). 
,,  ALFRED  EVANS,  J.P.  (9  months). 
DAVID  PHILLIPS. 

MORGAN  DAVIES. 

FRANK  WILLIAMS. 


Clerk  of  the  Council : 

DAVID  JOHN  JONES,  M.B.E. 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Councillor  WILLIAM  REES  [Chairman). 

EDWARD  JOHN  WILLIAMS. 

JOHN  THOMAS  DAVIES. 

WILLIAM  CLIFFORD  VENING. 

JAMES  DAVIES. 

WILLIAM  SAMUEL  LANE,  J.P. 

OWEN  JAMES  BUCKLEY,  J.P. 

THOMAS  BOWEN  THOMAS. 

MORGAN  BENJAMIN. 

FREDERICK  JAMES  MORTON  (3  months). 
Mrs.  CATHERINE  M.  PARFITT  (9  months). 
DAVID  PHILLIPS. 

ALFRED  JESSE  SWEET  (3  months). 
ALFRED  EVANS,  J.P.  (9  months). 

Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  ( Ex-Officio ). 
Chairman  of  the  Council  ( Ex-Officio ). 


THE  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
COMMITTEE. 

All  the  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  together  with  : — 
Councillor  Mrs.  ANNIE  PRICE,  J.P. 

Mrs.  LILLIE  ANNIE  HUGHES,  J.P. 
Mrs.  M.  A.  EVANS. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  HARCOMBE, 


THE  HOUSING  COMMITTEE. 


All  the  Members  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee. 


OFFICIALS  OF  THE  HEALTH 
AND  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE  DEPARTMENTS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
Council’s  Hospitals,  and  School  Medical  Officer 

D.  J.  THOMAS,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  D.P.H.  (Lond.). 

Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Work  : — 

GWLADYS  D.  DAVIES,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.(Lond.). 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officers  : — 

THOMAS  C.  ROY  GEORGE,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P. 
(Lond.),  D.P.H.  (Wales). 

L.  VIVIAN  WILLIAMS,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.). 
WINIFRED  LI.  ACRAMAN,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P. 
(Lond.). 


For  portion  of  year  : — 

ROBERT  WOODROW,  M.B.  Ch.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H.  (Edin.). 
WILHELMINA  LOUISA  DEVLIN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Belfast), 
D.P.H.  (Lond.). 

GWYNETH  N.  ELLIS,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.). 

JENNET  EVANS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Liverpool). 

EDGAR  CLIFFORD  POWELL,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P. 
(Lond.). 


6 


Specialist  Officers  [ part  time)  : — 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon — 

J.  W.  GLENTON  MYLER,  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  D.P.H.  (Lond.). 

Consulting  Obstetrician — 

R.  GLYN  MALIPHANT,  M.D.  (Lond.),  M.R.C.P.  (Lond.), 
F.R.C.S.  (Eng.). 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon — 

NATHAN  ROCYN  JONES,  M.D.  (Cantab),  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.). 

Medical  Officer,  Birth  Control  Clinic — 

SYBIL  M.  MORGAN,  B.Sc.  (Wales),  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
L.R.C.P.  (Lond.). 

Dental  Surgeon  : — 

JOHN  H.  REID,  L.D.S.  (R.C.S.,  England). 

Assistant  Dental  Surgeons  : 

DAVID  ARCHIE  THOMAS,  L.D.S.  (Liverpool). 
BERTRAM  MAY,  L.D.S.  (Leeds),  [portion  of  year). 

Lay  Assistant  Administrative  Officer : 

T.  J.  REES. 

Matron  of  Fever  Hospitals  : 

| jessie  l.  McGregor!  | 

OLIVE  EVANS  [portion  of  year). 

Assistant  Matron  : 

EDITH  BYWATER. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

(a.c.)  THOMAS  OSBORNE  Telephone  No.,  Pentre  37. 


7 
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(g-h.i.) 

EDITH  M.  REES 

..  Pentre 
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5-7  

.(g.h.i.j.) 

SARAH  EDWARDS 

...  Tonypandy  83 

8-11  

•(g-h.i.) 

EVELYN  M.  JAMES 

...  Porth 

130. 

Midwives. 
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(g.) 
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. Treherbert  278. 

1-2 

1 

fe*) 

LUCY  THOMAS 

Treherbert  277. 

(g.h.) 
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(g-) 
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. Pentre 

38. 

3-4 

(§•) 
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114. 

(g-) 

EMILY  PURSLOW 

. Pentre 

57. 

Wards. 

Midwives. 

Telephone  No. 

(g-) 
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.Tonypandy  181. 

(g-) 
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* y ) 

283. 

(g-) 

MARY  E.  JONES 

}) 

277. 

5-6-7 

/ 

1 

(g.) 

SOPHIA  JONES 

)> 

278. 

(g.h.i.)  EVELINE  L.  JONES  

• y ) 

248. 

(g.h.i 

.)  EILEEN  W.  E.  REES  

• yy 

154. 

'(g.) 

ALICE  K.  THOMAS  

y y 

279. 

f(g.) 

1 (g.) 

SARAH  J.  ASPDEN  

. Porth 

187. 

ANNE  WILLIAMS 

> y 

197 

8-9 

|(g.) 

ANNIE  M.  JAMES 

..  ,, 

5. 

(fe.) 

ANNIE  F.  WILLIAMS  .... 

••  y y 

105. 

ffe.) 

HILDA  M.  DAVIES  ... 

..Tylorstown 

11. 

10-11 

(8.) 

SARAH  A.  JONES 

..Ferndale 

55. 

'(g.) 

MARY  A.  OSGOOD 

..Maerdy 

25. 

!<g.) 

LYDIA  THOMAS 

..Ferndale 

17. 
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NOTES. 

(a.)  Holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certificate  granted 
by  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(b.)  Holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certificate  granted 
by  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  Examination  Joint  Board. 

(c.)  Holds  the  Meat  Inspectors’  Certificate  granted  by 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(d.)  Holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
qualifying  for  Membership  in  the  Advanced 
Knowledge  of  a Sanitary  Inspector’s  Duties. 

(e.)  Holds  the  New  Health  Visitors’  Certificate  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

(f.)  Holds  the  Health  Visitors’  Certificate  granted  by  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(g.)  Holds  the  Midwives’  Certificate  granted  by  the  Central 
Midwives  Board. 

(h.)  Has  Nursing  experience. 

(i.)  Holds  Certificate  in  Obstetric  Analgesia. 

(j.)  Holds  Diploma  in  Midwifery  Teaching. 

(k.)  Holds  Certificate  of  Chartered  Society  of  Massage 
and  Medical  Gymnastics  in  Massage,  Medical 
Gymnastics  and  Medical  Electricity. 


TELEPHONE  NUMBERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — Office  139,  140  Pentre. 

Residence  104  Pentre. 

Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital  47  Pentre. 

Carnegie  Welfare  Centre,  Trealaw  191  Porth. 

Welfare  Centre,  Treorchy  339  Treorchy. 

Welfare  Centre,  Ystrad  154  Pentre; 

Welfare  Centre,  Ynyshir  71  Porth. 

Welfare  Centre,  Ferndale  33  Ferndale. 
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Rhondda  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  sanitary 
conditions  and  on  the  state  of  the  public  health  in  the 
Rhondda  Urban  District  for  the  year  1938. 

The  arrangement  of  the  report  is  in  accordance  with 
the  directions  contained  in  Circular  1728  (Wales)  issued 
by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

In  the  interval  between  mid-summer,  1937,  and  mid- 
summer, 1938,  the  estimated  population  underwent  a 
further  reduction  amounting  to  2,260  persons  and  it  is 
calculated  that  since  1924  over  56,000  persons  have  emi- 
grated from  the  district.  As  the  majority  of  the  emigrants 
consisted  of  young  adult  persons  the  age  distribution  of 
the  residual  population  tends  to  be  unduly  weighted  amongst 
the  older  age  groups  so  that  the  general  death-rate  shows 
an  inevitable  increase,  the  death-rate  for  1938, — 13.8 — 
being  the  highest  recorded  since  1918. 
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The  social  conditions  resulting  from  a long-continued 
and  heavy  incidence  of  unemployment  have  also  un- 
doubtedly reacted  unfavourably  on  the  state  of  the  public 
health  of  the  district  but  it  may  be  claimed  that  the  Council 
has  striven  to  maintain  and  improve  the  standard  of  the 
public  health  services. 

Substantial  extensions  of  the  activities  of  the  Health 
Depaitment  became  effective  during  the  year  by  the  util- 
isation of  a new  cubicle  block  at  the  Tyntyla  Isolation 
Hospital,  of  the  re-erected  clinic  at  Dyffryn  Ffiwd,  Ystrad, 
and  of  the  new  clinics  at  Ynyswen  and  Ferndale,  respectively; 
the  two  last-mentioned  clinics  have  proved  of  great  value 
and  convenience  to  mothers  and  children  residing  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  two  valleys. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  infantile  mortality 
and  also  in  the  maternal  mortality  during  the  year  but  the 
latter  compared  favourably  with  that  of  the  countiy  as  a 
whole. 

The  district  was  entirely  free  from  the  enteric  group  of 
diseases  throughout  the  year  but  cerebro-spinal  fever  made 
its  appearance  after  an  absence  extending  over  a number 
of  years.  The  mortality  from  tuberculosis  showed  a wel- 
come reduction,  the  death-rate  from  the  pulmonary  form 
of  the  disease, — .74  per  1,000  of  population,— being  the 
lowest  recorded  for  the  district  since  1916. 

The  intervention  of  the  “ crisis  ” in  the  autumn  un- 
fortunately inhibited  further  progress  in  the  improvement 
of  housing  conditions  in  the  district  and  the  proposals  to 
enable  the  closure  of  the  condemnable  cellar  tenements  in 
Ward  7 were  deferred  ; it  is  hoped  however  that  the  pro- 
gramme of  clearing  all  the  unsatisfactory  cellar  dwellings 
in  the  district  will  soon  be  resumed. 
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The  installation  of  adequate  plant  to  deal  with  the 
Council’s  own  water  system  remains  an  urgent  outstanding 
need  in  order  to  safeguard  the  health  of  the  consumers. 

A reiteration  of  the  plea  for  the  resuscitation  of  the 
coal-mining  industry  and  the  development  of  other  industrial 
activities  in  the  valleys  is  also  justified  on  public  health 
grounds. 


I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Tydfil  House, 

Pentre,  Rhondda. 


SECTION  1. 


GENERAL  AND  VITAL 
STATISTICS. 
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Rhondda  Urban  District. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  YEAR  1938. 


Area  ... 

Population  (Census,  1931) 

Population  (estimated  at  Midsummer,  1938) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 


...  23,886 acres. 
141,346 
121,940 
28,878 


Rate 
per  1,000 

Males.  Females.  Total.  Population. 
921  ...  819  ...  1,740  ...  14.3 

33  ...  31  ...  64  ...  0.5 


Live  Births — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


954 

Still  Births  50 

Still  Birth-rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and  still) 
births  ... 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ...  959 


Maternal  Deaths — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  Causes 


Deaths  under  1 year — 

All  Infants  ...  ...  122 

Legitimate  Infants  ...  117 

Illegitimate  Infants  ...  5 


850 

...  1,804 

...  14.8 

33 

83 

0.7 

...  44.0 

718 

...  1,677 

...*  13.8 

Rate  per  1,000 — 

No. 

Live 

Total 

Births. 

Births. 

2 

1.11 

1.06 

4 

2.22 

2.12 

6 

3.33 

3.18 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  68 

Rate  per  1,000  Leg.  Live  Births  ...  67 

Rate  per  1,000  Illeg.  Live  Births  78 


Deaths  from  Special  Causes  : — 

Measles  ...  

Whooping  Cough  

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
Zymotic  Diseases 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer 


No. 

Rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

3 

0.02 

5 

0.04 

5 

0.04 

18 

0.15 

90 

0.74 

24 

0.19 

143 

1.17 
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AREA. 

The  district,  which  has  an  area  of  23,886  acres,  is  the 
most  extensive  urban  district  in  Wales  and  comprises  two 
valleys  known  as  the  Rhondda  Fawr  (or  larger)  Valley  and 
the  Rhondda  Fach  (or  lesser)  Valley  which  converge  at  a 
point  about  one-and-a-half  miles  from  the  junction  with  the 
Pontypridd  area. 

For  administrative  purposes  the  Rhondda  Urban 
District  is  divided  into  eleven  Wards  which  embrace  the 
following  localities  : — 


Ward  No. 

1.  Blaenrhondda,  Blaenycwm,  Treherbert. 

2.  Treorchy,  Cwmparc. 

3.  Pentre,  Ton. 

4.  Gelli,  Ystrad. 

5.  Llwynypia,  Clydach  Vale. 

6.  Tonypandy,  Trealaw. 

7.  Penygraig,  Williamstown,  Dinas. 

8.  Cymmer,  Trehafod,  Porth. 

9.  Mount  Pleasant  (Porth),  Ynyshir, 

Wattstown. 

10.  Pontygwaith,  Stanleytown,  Tylorstown. 

11.  Ferndale,  Blaenllechau,  Maerdy. 


POPULATION. 

1931  (Census)  141,346 

1938  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  Mid- 

Summer)  121,940 


The  estimated  population  of  the  Rhondda  Urban 
District  at  mid-summer,  1938,  as  published  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  amounted  to  121,940  persons,  representing  a 
diminution  of  2,260  persons  as  compared  with  the  corres- 
ponding estimate  at  mid-summer,  1937,  and  a decrease  of 
19,406  persons  from  the  total  enumerated  at  the  Census 
of  1931. 
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The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  that  is,  the 
excess  of  the  number  of  births  over  the  number  of  deaths, 
during  the  year  was  127  ; this  was  the  smallest  increase 
recorded  during  the  present  century  and  represented  1.04 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

The  number  of  occupied  houses  in  the  district  was 
28,878,  giving  an  average  number  of  4.2  persons  per  house. 

Having  regard  to  the  natural  increase  of  the  population 
and  the  diminution  of  the  estimated  population  since 
mid-summer,  1924,  when  the  population  of  the  district 
was  at  its  highest,  it  is  calculated  that  the  excess  of 
emigration  from  over  immigration  into  the  Rhondda  has 
amounted  to  nearly  56,000  persons.  This  migration  has 
consisted  mainly  of  young  adult  persons  so  that  the  pro- 
portions of  persons  in  the  younger  and  older  age-groups 
are  unduly  large  in  the  Rhondda  as  compared  with  other 
industrial  areas. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  district  is  entirely  industrial  in  nature  and  coal- 
mining is  the  predominant  industrial  occupation  of  the 
inhabitants  ; a large  clothing  factory  was  erected  at 
Treorchy  during  the  year  but  the  making  of  clothes  had 
not  commenced  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  mid-summer,  1938,  the  number  of  persons  insured 
under  the  Unemployment  Insurance  Acts  in  the  district 
was  41,875  and  of  these  32.4  per  cent.,  comprising  13,271 
males  and  308  females,  were  receiving  unemployment 
benefit  or  unemployment  assistance  ; a further  proportion 
amounting  to  2.7  per  cent.,  were  unemployed  though  not  in 
receipt  of  financial  assistance  under  the  Acts  and  7.8  per 
cent,  were  temporarily  unemployed. 
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A large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  are 
also  in  receipt  of  financial  relief  from  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee  and  the  rate  levied  for  this  purpose  amounted 
to  approximately  10/0J  in  the  pound  on  the  rateable  value 
of  the  district. 

Having  regard  also  to  the  comparatively  low  Wages 
paid  to  those  Workers  who  are  employed  in  the  coal-mining 
industry  it  is  obvious  that  the  majority  of  the  population 
in  the  district  were  living  under  financial  conditions  which 
only  provided  for  the  bare  necessities  of  life. 


BIRTHS. 


1938. 

Average  for 
ten  years 
1928-1937. 

Number  of  Births 

...  1804 

2350 

Birth-rate  in  Rhondda  

14.8 

16.7 

Birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  ... 

...  15.1 

15.4 

The  number  of  births  registered  amongst  parents 
usually  resident  in  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  during  1938 
Was  1,804,  representing  a birth-rate  of  14.8  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  population.  It  will  be  observed  that  the 
birth-rate  during  the  year  under  review  was  lower  than 
that  recorded  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  and  this 
is  unique  in  the  history  of  the  district  as  in  previous  years 
the  birth-rate  has  always  been  higher  than  that  of  the 
country  as  a whole  ; it  may  also  be  noted  that  the  figure 
of  14.8  represents  the  lowest  birth-rate  hitherto  recorded 
in  the  district. 

During  the  year,  156  births  belonging  to  non-resident 
parents  occurred  in  the  district  and  the  majority  of  these 
births  took  place  in  the  Maternity  Department  of  the 
Llwynypia  Hospital. 

The  numbers  of  births  in  the  successive  quarters  of  the 
year  were  461,  455,  455  and  433  respectively. 
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Amongst  the  eleven  wards  comprising  the  district  the 
birth-rate  during  the  year  was  highest  in  Ward  7 with  a 
figure  of  18.7  whilst  Ward  3 with  a birth-rate  of  10.8  gave 
the  lowest  figure. 

The  provisions  of  Section  203  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  which  require  that  every  birth  shall  be  notified 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  within 
thirty-six  hours,  were  satisfactorily  observed  during  the 
year.  The  total  number  of  notifications  received  in  the 
course  of  the  year  in  respect  of  births  belonging  to  the 
Rhondda  amounted  to  1,889,  of  which  1,805  related  to 
live  births  and  84  to  still-births. 


ILLEGITIMACY. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  as  be- 
longing to  Rhondda  residents  during  1938  amounted  to  64, 
equivalent  to  35  per  1,000  of  the  total  live  births.  This  rate 
is  6 per  1,000  higher  than  that  for  the  preceding  year  and 
one  per  1,000  in  excess  of  the  average  for  the  previous 
decennium. 


DEATHS. 

Average  for 
ten  years 
1938.  1928-1937 


Number  of  deaths  1677  1774 

Rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  13.8  12.7 

Rate  per  1,000,  126  Great  Towns  11.7  12.3 

Rate  per  1,000,  England  and  Wales 11.6  12.1 


After  taking  into  accourt  the  outwardly  and  inwardly 
transferable  deaths,  the  net  number  of  deaths  registered 
amongst  residents  of  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  during 
1938  amounted  to  1,677,  giving  a death-rate  of  13.8  per 
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1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  as  compared  with  an 
annual  average  of  12.7  during  the  ten  preceding  years. 
The  death-rate  for  the  Rhondda  compares  unfavourably 
with  the  corresponding  averages  for  the  126  Great  Towns 
and  England  and  Wales  and  this  is  largely  due  to  the  emi- 
gration of  young  adults  with  the  consequent  excessive 
distribution  of  the  population  in  the  older  age-groups 
giving  a higher  mortality  in  proportion  to  the  whole 
population . 


The  Ward  distribution  of  the  deaths  varied  between 
a maximum  of  223  deaths  in  Ward  11  and  a minimum  of 
107  in  Ward  10  ; these  two  Wards  also  provided  the  highest 
and  lowest  death-rates,  namely  16.2  and  11.8,  respectively. 


The  diseases  which  were  most  frequently  registered 
as  causes  of  death,  the  numbers  of  deaths  thus  recorded 
and  the  corresponding  death-rates  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 


population  were  as 

Organic  Heart  Disease, 
which  caused 
Cancer  and  Malignant 
Disease, which  caused 
Cerebral  Haemonhage, 
which  caused 
Phthisis,  which  caused 
Circulatory  Diseases, 
which  caused 
Bronchitis, 
which  caused 
Congenital  Debility, 
Premature  Birth, 
Congenital  Malfor- 
mation, etc. , which 
caused 
Nephritis, 
which  caused 
Pneumonia, 
which  caused 


follow  : — 

509  deaths  or  4.17  per 

143  ,,  1.17 

125  ,,  1.03 

90  ,,  0.74 

78  ,,  0.64 

75  ,,  0.62 

72  ,,  0.59 

59  ,,  0.48 

54  ,,  0.44 


,000  of  the  population. 


Organic  Heart  Disease. — Of  the  509  deaths  classified 
as  due  to  this  disease  297  occurred  amongst  male  persons 
and  212  amongst  females  ; 57.9  per  cent,  of  the  deaths 
occurred  amongst  persons  over  65  years  of  age  and  a further 


24 


33.6  per  cent,  occurred  amongst  persons  berween  45  and 
65  years  of  age.  In  the  younger  age-groups,  under  45 
years  of  age,  deaths  from  heart  disease  were  more  numerous 
amongst  females  than  males,  there  having  occurred  31 
deaths  amongst  females  as  compared  with  16  deaths  amongst 
male  persons  ; in  the  older  age-groups  the  fatalities  pre- 
dominated amongst  males,  100  deaths  having  occurred 
amongst  men  between  45  and  65  years  as  compared  with 
71  deaths  of  women  in  the  same  age-group  and  181  deaths 
of  male  persons  as  compared  with  114  deaths  of  women 
in  the  age-group  exceeding  65  years.  In  the  older  age- 
groups  the  disease  was  diagnosed  in  the  majority  of  instances 
as  a degeneration  of  the  heart  muscle,  valvular  heart  disease 
being  more  prevalent  amongst  those  fatalities  which  occurred 
in  the  younger  age-groups. 

Cancer. — The  number  of  deaths  classified  as  due  to 
cancer  during  the  year  was  140  wTilst  three  deaths  resulted 
from  the  other  malignant  disease  known  as  sarcoma.  The 
death-rate  from  cancer  amounted  to  1.17  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population.  Cancer  deaths  were  more  frequent 
amongst  men  than  women,  the  former  sex  contributing 
75  deaths  as  compared  with  65  fatalities  amongst  the  latter 
sex.  In  the  various  age-groups,  68  deaths  occurred  amongst 
persons  between  45  and  65  years  of  age,  57  deaths  occurred 
amongst  persons  over  65  years  old  and  the  remaining  15 
deaths  were  of  persons  below  45  years  of  age. 

The  stomach  was  the  organ  primarily  involved  in 
45  instances,  in  28  males  and  17  females,  whilst  16  deaths 
each  were  caused  by  cancer  of  the  rectum  and  large  intestine. 
Amongst  female  persons  cancer  of  the  breast  caused  11 
deaths  whilst  the  womb  was  involved  in  eight  cases  and 
the  ovaries  in  four  instances. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  deaths  from  malignant 
disease  varied  between  a maximum  number  of  20  deaths 
each  in  Wards  8 and  11  and  a minimum  of  eight  deaths 
in  Ward  3. 


25 


Silicosis. — The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due  to 
silicosis  during  the  year  amounted  to  10  as  compared  with 
seven  in  the  previous  year.  All  the  deaths  occurred  amongst 
male  persons,  the  youngest  being  44  years  of  age,  whilst 
seven  were  between  <±5  and  65  years  of  age  and  the  remaining 
two  deaths  were  of  persons  over  65  years  old. 

Rheumatic  Fever. — The  number  of  deaths  certified  as 
due  to  rheumatic  fever  during  the  year  was  37  as  compared 
with  24  deaths  in  the  previous  year.  Male  persons  suffered 
a higher  mortality  than  females  in  the  proportion  of  23  to 
14  deaths,  respectively.  Nine  persons  under  15  years  of 
age  died  from  this  disease,  seven  were  between  15  and  25 
years  of  age,  10  Were  in  each  of  the  age-groups  25  to  45 
years  and  45  to  65  years  and  the  remaining  death  was  of  a 
person  over  65  years  of  age.  No  death  from  this  disease 
occurred  in  Ward  10  whilst  seven  deaths  were  recorded  in 
Ward  3. 

As  regards  the  monthly  distribution  the  maximum 
number  of  deaths,  seven,  occurred  in  April  whilst  no  fatality 
was  recorded  during  May. 

The  records  of  the  170  deaths  of  Rhondda  residents 
which  occurred  outside  the  district  show  that  70  took 
place  at  the  Central  Homes,  Pontypridd,  24  at  the  County 
Mental  Institutions  at  Bridgend,  31  at  the  Cardiff  Royal 
Infirmary,  18  in  institutions  controlled  by  the  Welsh 
National  Memorial  Association,  and  27  in  various  other 
places  throughout  the  country.  Of  the  82  deaths  of  non- 
residents 65  occurred  in  the  Llwynypia  Hospital. 

By  arranging  the  list  of  126  Great  Towns  in  England 
and  Wales  in  the  order  of  increasing  death-rates  for  1938, 
Rhondda  with  a death-rate  of  13.8  per  thousand  is  bracketed 
with  Bradford  and  South  Shields  to  occupy  the  hundred- 
and-tenth  position  while  of  the  four  other  Great  Towns 
in  Wales,  Cardiff,  Swansea  and  Newport  have  lower 
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rates  of  12.0,  12.0  and  12.1  respectively  whereas  Merthyr 
Tydfil  occupied  a less  favourable  position  with  a death-rate 
of  15.7  per  thousand  persons. 

The  number  and  percentage  proportions  of  the  Rhondda 
deaths  for  the  year  allocated  in  accordance  with  their 
respective  age-groups,  were  as  follow  : — 

122  or  7.3  per  cent.,  under  1 year. 

17  or  1.0  per  cent.,  1 year  and  under  2 years. 

24  or  1.4  per  cent.,  2 years  and  under  5 years. 

38  or  2.3  per  cent.,  5 years  and  under  15  years. 

72  or  4.3  per  cent.,  15  years  and  under  25  years. 

188  or  11.2  per  cent.,  25  years  and  under  45  years. 

488  or  29.1  per  cent.,  45  years  and  under  65  years. 

728  or  43.4  per  cent.,  65  years  and  over. 

In  the  following  table  a summary  is  given  of  the  per- 
centage proportions  of  the  deaths  in  the  various  age-groups 
in  the  Rhondda  during  a number  of  years  between  1920 
and  1938  inclusive  and  the  figures  indicate  that  very  marked 
changes  have  occurred  in  the  average  ages  at  death.  While 
the  proportion  of  deaths  under  five  years  of  age  declined 
from  38  per  cent,  in  1920  to  9.7  per  cent,  in  1938,  the 
deaths  in  the  higher  age  group,  viz.,  65  years  and 
upwards,  increased  from  16  per  cent,  in  1920  to  43.4  per 
cent,  in  1938. 


Percentage  proportions  of  Deaths  in  the  various  age- 
groups  : — 


Age 

Groups. 

1920 

1925 

1930 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Under  1 year 

24 

17.6 

12.0 

9.0 

6.7 

7.2 

7.3 

1-2  years 

7 

6.9 

2.0 

1.5 

1.0 

1.2 

1.0 

2-5  years 

7 

5.7 

3.1 

1.9 

1.5 

1.3 

1.4 

5-15  years 

5 

3.8 

1 4.7 

2.6 

2.5 

1.8 

2.3 

15-25  years 

6 

5.8 

5.9 

6.4 

4.5 

4.5 

4.3 

25-45  years 

14 

12.8 

13.2 

12.0 

12.3 

10.8 

11.2 

45-65  years 

21 

23.3 

28.2 

28.1 

31.6 

30.3 

29.1 

65  years  and 
over 

16 

24.2 

30.8 

38.5 

39.9 

42.9 

43.4 
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STILL-BORN  CHILDREN. 

The  registration  of  every  still-born  child  is  required 
by  the  Births  and  Deaths  Registration  Act,  1926, 
Which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  July,  1927,  and 
Section  12  of  the  Act  provides  that — 

“ * still-born  ’ and  ' still-birth  ’ shall  apply  to 
any  child  which  has  issued  forth  from  its  mother  after 
the  twenty-eighth  week  of  pregnancy  and  which  did 
not,  at  any  time  after  being  completely  expelled  from 
its  mother,  breathe  or  show  any  other  signs  of  life.” 

The  number  of  still-births  registered  during  the  year, 
in  accordance  with  the  above  requirement,  amounted  to 
83  which  is  equivalent  to  0.68  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  and  to  44.0  per  1,000  of  the  total  births.  The 
latter  rate  is  lower  by  15.7  per  1,000  than  the  average  for 
the  previous  10  years. 

There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  the  somewhat  ex- 
tensive developments  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Coun- 
cil’s maternity  and  child  welfare  arrangements  during 
recent  years  have  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the 
progressive  reduction  which  has  been  noticeable  in  the 
still-birth  rate  of  the  district. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  still-births 
and  the  rate  per  thousand  total  births  registered  during 
each  of  the  years  1918  to  1938. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Still-births. 

No.  of 

Live 

Births. 

Total 

Births. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Total 
Births. 

Average  of 
10  year 
periods 

1918 

203  ... 

4,346  ... 

4,549 

... 

44.6 

\ 

1919 

205  ... 

4,263  ... 

4,468 

... 

45.9 

1920 

226  ... 

5,046  ... 

5,272 

... 

42.9 

1921 

243  ... 

4,898  ... 

5,141 

... 

47.3 

1922 

228  ... 

4,103  ... 

4,331 

... 

52.6 

> 

51.3 

1923 

237  ... 

3,897  ... 

4,134 

... 

57.3 

1924 

227  ... 

3,970  ... 

4,197 

... 

54.1 

1925 

215  ... 

3,709  ... 

3,924 

... 

54.8 

1926 

201  ... 

3,232  ... 

3,433 

... 

58.5 

1927 

161  ... 

2,750  ... 

2,911 

... 

55.3 

1928 

179  ... 

2,704  ... 

2,883 

... 

62.1 

1929 

178  ... 

2,614  ... 

2,792 

... 

63.8 

1930 

164  ... 

2,545  ... 

2,709 

... 

60.5 

1931 

182  ... 

2,496 

2,678 

... 

68.0 

59.7 

1932 

178  ... 

2,471  ... 

2,649 

... 

67.2 

1933 

166  ... 

2,303  ... 

2,469 

... 

67.2 

? 

1934 

139  ... 

2,252  ... 

2,391 

... 

58.1 

1935 

115  ... 

2,193  ... 

2,308 

... 

49.8 

1936 

125  . .. 

2,055  ... 

2,180 

... 

57.3 

1937 

84  ... 

1,863  ... 

1,947 

... 

43.1 

) 

1938 

. . . 

83  ... 

1-804  ... 

1,887 

... 

44.0 
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For  purposes  of  comparison  there  is  also  appended  a 
table  giving  the  relationship  between  deaths  attributed 
to  premature  birth  and  the  total  live  births  : — 


Year. 

Deaths 

from 

Premature  Birth. 

No.  of 
Live 
Births. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Live  Births. 

Average  of 
10  year 
periods. 

1918 

77 

4,346 

...  17.7  ^ 

i 

1919 

98 

4,263 

...  23.0  | 

1 

1920 

87 

5,046 

...  17.2 

1 

1921 

82 

4,898 

...  16.3  | 

1922 

71 

4.103 

...  17.3  1 

^ 16.8 

1923 

63 

3,897 

...  16.2  , 

1924 

67 

3,970 

...  16.9 

1925 

51 

3,709 

...  13.8 

1926 

39 

3,232 

...  12.1 

1927 

48 

2,750 

...  17.5  , 

1928 

61 

2,704 

...  22.6  ^ 

1929 

41 

2,614 

...  15.7 

1930 

42 

2,545 

...  16.5 

1931 

43 

2,496 

...  17.2 

1932 

42 

2,471 

...  17.0 

> 19  8 

1933 

47 

2,303 

...  20.4 

1934 

50 

2,252 

...  22.2 

1935 

57 

2,193 

...  21.4 

1936 

43 

2,055 

...  20.9 

1937 

44 

1,863 

...  23.6  v 

1938 

32 

1,804 

...  17.7 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

Of  the  1,589  deaths  which  were  registered  within  the 
Rhondda  Urban  District  in  ihe  course  of  the  year,  1,519 
were  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners  and  the 
remaining  70  by  the  district  coroners.  There  were  thus 
no  uncertified  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  proportions  of  the  deaths  certified  by  medical 
practitioners  and  coroners  were  95.6  and  4.4.  per  cent., 
respectively. 


COLLIERY  FATALITIES 


Number  of  deaths  11 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.09 


The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  accidents  in  the 
Rhondda  collieries  during  1938  amounted  to  11  and  was 
equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  0.09  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population.  These  records  show  an  appreciable  reduction 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  when  the  figures  were 
24  and  0.19  respectively.  According  to  the  findings  of 
the  Coroners’  inquests  six  of  the  above  deaths  were  due 
to  falls  of  roof  or  side,  three  to  being  crushed  or  struck  by 
coal  trams  or  conveyors  and  two  to  other  causes  arising 
out  of  employment  in  the  collieries. 
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DISTRICT  CORONERS. 


Number  of  Deaths  certified 

by  District  Coroners  in  1938  70 

Rate  per  cent,  of  Deaths  legistered  in  the  District  4.4 


The  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  which  were 
certified  by  District  Coroners,  after  or  without  inquests, 
in  the  course  of  the  year  amounted  to  70,  being  equivalent 
to  4.4  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  area 
and  to  a death-rate  of  0.57  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popu- 
lation ; the  corresponding  figures  for  1937  were  94,  5.9 
and  0.76  respectively. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  thus  ascertained  and  the 
numbers  caused  thereby  were  as  follow  : — 


Colliery  accidents  11 

Accidental  falls  8 

Road  accidents  8 

Suicide  8 

Heart  Disease  7 

Burns  and  Scalds  4 


The  eight  deaths  caused  by  road  accidents  during  1938 
showed  a reduction  of  two  as  compared  with  the  total 
for  the  previous  year  and  comprised  three  persons  between 
five  and  15  years,  two  persons  between  15  and  45  years, 
one  person  between  45  and  65  years,  and  two  persons 
65  years  and  upwards. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  progressive  decline  in  the 
number  of  fatalities  caused  by  road  accidents  during  recent 
years  is  largely  attributable  to  the  protective  barriers 
and  other  similar  works  carried  out  by  the  Council  and  to 
the  intensive  efforts  made  in  the  schools  and  otherwise  to 
inculcate  “ Road  Safety  ” habits  among  the  children. 
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The  following  table  provides  information  as  to  the 
classes  of  vehicles  and  persons  involved  in  fatal  road 
accidents  in  the  course  of  the  year  : — 


Persons  Killed. 


Class  of  Vehicle. 

Total 

Motor 

Driv- 

ers. 

Motor 

Cyc- 

lists. 

Pedal 

Cyc- 

lists. 

Pas- 

sen- 

gers. 

Pe- 

des- 

trians. 

Motor  A’bulance 













Motor  Omnibus 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Motor  Van 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Motor  Lorry  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Motor  Car 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Motor  Cycle 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pedal  Cycle 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Steam  Lorry  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

— 

2 

1 

— 

5 

SECTION  II. 


GENERAL  PROVISION 

OF 


HEALTH  SERVICES. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

Particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  employed 
by  the  Council  are  given  in  the  list  at  the  beginning  of  this 
Report.  The  changes  in  the  permanent  medical  staff  during 
the  year  consisted  of  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Jennet  Evans 
and  Dr.  E.  C.  Powell  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  the  de- 
parture of  Dr.  Wilhelmina  L.  Devlin  and  Dr.  Robert 
Woodrow  to  take  up  positions  at  Blackburn  and  Portsmouth 
respectively.  Mr.  Bertram  May,  assistant  dental  surgeon, 
left  on  the  26th  November,  1938,  for  a similar  appointment 
at  Cardiff  but  the  resulting  vacancy  was  not  filled  until 
early  in  the  following  year.  The  development  of  the 
Authority’s  orthopaedic  arrangements  was  advanced  a 
stage  further  by  the  appointment  as  orthopaedic  nurse  of 
Miss  Mary  Watkins  who  commenced  duties  on  the  1st 
November,  1938. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  previously-existing  arrangement  for  the  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examination  of  material  submitted 
by  the  Council’s  Health  Department  to  be  carried  out  at 
the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  was 
continued  during  1938  and  the  number  of  specimens  sub- 
mitted under  this  arrangement  in  the  coarse  of  the  year 


amounted  to  1,624,  comprising  : — 

Swabs  for  the  the  presence  of  diphtheria  bacilli  1,272 
Blood  or  stools  for  the  presence  of  enteric  or 

dysenteric  or  food-poisoning  infections  21 

Swabs  for  Streptococcal  infections  43 

Cerebro-spinal  fluids  16 

Sputa  for  tubercle  bacilli  14 

Milk  Samples  258 


1,624 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

There  was  no  important  change  in  the  arrangements 
existing  for  the  conveyance  of  sick  persons  in  the  district. 
Two  motor  ambulances  were  maintained  at  the  Tyntyla 
Isolation  Hospital  for  the  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  infectious  disease  and  a saloon  car  was  used 
for  the  return  of  the  patients  to  their  homes.  A motor 
ambulance  is  also  held  in  reserve  for  the  conveyance  to  the 
Penrhys  Small  Pox  Hospital  of  any  cases  of  small  pox  that 
may  occur  in  the  district. 

The  four  general  hospitals  in  the  district  provided 
motor  ambulances  for  their  own  use  and  at  least  two  of  the 
local  garage  proprietors  held  similar  vehicles  for  private 
hire.  The  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Association  also  maintain 
a motor  ambulance  service  for  hire  by  members  of  the 
public,  the  Association’s  local  office  being  situated  at 
Pontypridd  and  accessible  by  telephone — Pontypridd  2159. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Glamorgan  County 
Nursing  Association,  administered  through  a number  of 
local  voluntary  committees,  render  the  services  of  a trained 
nurse  available  for  any  family  in  the  district  on  payment 
of  a small  contribution  of  Id.  per  week.  Such  provision, 
which  deserves  every  encouragement  and  support,  is  es- 
pecially valuable  in  a district  like  the  Rhondda  where  the 
occupation  of  so  many  of  the  inhabitants  renders  them 
particularly  liable  to  conditions  which  call  for  domiciliary 
nursing  service, 


36 


TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

Particulars  are  given  in  the  following  summaries 
regarding  the  treatment  centres  and  clinics  administered 
by  the  Council  at  the  end  of  1938  in  the  joint  interests 
of  maternity  and  child  welfare  and  the  school  medical 
service. 

The  new  clinics  at  Ferndale  and  Ynyswen  were  taken 
into  use  on  the  18th  February,  1938,  and  the  7th  March, 
1938,  respectively,  while  the  re-erected  clinic  at  Ystrad, 
to  replace  that  burnt  down  some  years  ago,  was  opened  on 
the  24th  October,  1938. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Ynyshir  premises,  all  the 
clinics  in  the  district  are  of  recent  construction  and  they 
are  so  situated  as  to  be  reasonably  accessible  from  any  part 
of  the  area  served  in  each  instance. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  administered  by  the 
Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  in  the  interests,  of 
Rhondda  residents  is  situated  at  Porth  House,  Porth 
(Telephone  No.,  Porth  193). 


Addresses  and  Telephone  Numbers  of  Council  s Clinics. 


Address. 

Telephone  No. 

Ynyswen,  Treorchy  

Treorchy  339. 

Dyffryn  FfrWd,  Trafalgar  Terr.,  Ystrad 

Pent  re  154. 

Carnegie  Welfare  Centre,  Trealaw 

Porth  191. 

Ynys  Villa,  Ynyshir 

Porth  71. 

Oakland  Terrace,  Ferndale  

Ferndale  33. 
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Sessional  Arrangements  of  Council’s  Clinics. 


Service. 

Situation. 

Wards 

Served 

“ M 
“A 

Sessions — 

” — Morning. 

” — Afternoon. 

Ante-NataE. 

Ystrad. 

1,  2,  3,  4 

A. 

Every  Friday. 

Trealaw. 

5,  6,  7 

A. 

Every  Tuesday. 

(*Special 

| *Special  Clinic. 

Clinic 

Trealaw 

Whole 

A. 

< Monday  twice 

attended  by 

District 

( monthly  (approx.). 

obstetric 

Ynyshir 

8,  9,  10, 

M. 

Every  Tuesday. 

consultant) . 

and  11 

1 A. 

Every  Thursday. 

Treorchy. 

1 

M. 

Every  Friday. 

2 

M.A. 

Every  Tuesday 

Ystrad 

3 

M. 

Every  Saturday. 

4 

M.A. 

Every  Thursday. 

Infant 

Trealaw 

5 

M. 

Every  Thursday 

Welfare. 

6 

M.A. 

Every  Wednesday. 

7 

M. 

Every  Monday. 

Ynyshir 

8 

M.A. 

Every  Wednesday. 

9 

M. 

Every  Monday. 

Ferndale 

10 

A. 

Every  Monday. 

11 

M.A. 

Every  Friday. 

Whole 

Birth  Control. 

Trealaw. 

District 

A. 

Alternate  Thursdays 

Alternate  | Treorchy 

i—2  : 

M.A. 

weeks  j Ystrad 

3—4 

M.A. 

Dental. 

Daily,  except  when 

Trealaw. 

5—7  j 

M.A. 

Dentist  engaged  on 

Alternate  I Ynyshir 

8—9 

M.A 

School  Inspection. 

weeks  1 Ferndale 

10—11 

M.A. 

; 

Treorchy. 

1-2 

M. 

Ystrad 

3—4 

M. 

f Tuesdays  and  Thurs- 

Ophthalmic. 

Trealaw, 

5 — 7 

M. 

t days  as  required. 

Ynyshir 

8—9  ! 

M. 

Ferndale. 

10—11 

M. 

) 

Orthopaedic. 

Ynyswen. 

1—2 

Ystrad. 

3—4 

As  requited. 

(*Special 

Trealaw. 

5—8 

Clinic 

Ferndale 

9—11 

attended  by 

Trealaw. 

Whole 

i A. 

* Special  Clinic  second 

Orthopaedic 

District 

Wednesday  in  each 

Consultant) . 

calendar  month. 

Ultra  Violet 

Light 

Trealaw. 

Whole 

As  required. 

Treatment. 

District. 

Medical  In- 

Trealaw. 

1—7 

M. 

Alternate  Saturdays. 

spection  of 

School 

Ynyshir. 

8—11 

M. 

do. 

Children. 
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HOSPITALS. 


The  appended  summary  contains  information  regarding 
the  hospital  accommodation  available  in  the  district  in 
addition  to  that  provided  in  the  two  isolation  hospitals 
administered  by  the  Local  Authority. 


No.  of  Beds. 


Institution. 

For  Adults. 

Child- 

ren. 

A 

Males. 

Fe- 

males. 

Total. 

Llwynypia  Hospital 
(Administered  by 
the  Glamorgan 
County  Council) 

Accommodation. 

Maternity  Cases  22 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Cases  14 
General  Cases  146 

182 

70 

80 

32 

182 

Treherbert  Hospital  (Voluntary) 

11 

12 

2 

25 

Pentwyn  Hospital  (Voluntary)  

11 

11 

2 

24 

Poith  and  District  Hospital  (Voluntary)  

36 

26 

18 

80 

128 

129 

54 

311 

The  arrangements  entered  into  between  the  Council 
and  the  authorities  controlling  the  above-mentioned  hospitals 
include  : — 

Llwynypia  Hospital — 

(a)  Operative  treatment  of  cases  of  chronic  tonsillitis 
and  adenoids  among  school  and  pre-school  children. 

(b)  Treatment  of  non-septic  maternity  cases. 

Treherbert  Hospital  and  Pentwyn  Hospital — 

Operative  treatment  of  cases  of  chronic  tonsillitis  and 
adenoids  among  school  children  and  pre-school  children. 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  the  district  is  also  served 
very  largely  by  the  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary,  towards  the 
maintenance  of  which  regular  contributions  are  paid  by 
a substantial  proportion  of  the  local  inhabitants,  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Council  for  the  pro- 
vision of  orthopaedic  treatment  for  school  children  as  Well 
as  for  children  under  school  age,  at  the  Prince  of  Wales’ 
Hospital,  Cardiff. 


TYNTYLA  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  provision  made  at  the  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital 
for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
was  extended  during  1938  as  a result  of  the  equipment  of 
the  new  cubicle  block,  the  erection  of  which  was  completed 
during  the  previous  year  and  which  consists  of  ten  single-bed 
cubicles  and  one  cubicle  With  room  for  two  beds. 

The  accommodation  available  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
by  a strict  adherence  to  the  officially  recognised  standard 
of  144  square  feet  per  bed,  amounted  to  71  units  but  it  Was 
usually  found  practicable  to  provide  for  the  following  cases  : 

No.  of  Beds. 


Diphtheria  22 

Typhoid  Fever  22 

Scarlet  Fever  36 

Other  Diseases  12 

Total  92 


The  completion  of  the  new  cubicle  block  fulfilled  a 
long-felt  need,  not  only  for  the  accommodation  and  treat- 
ment of  septic  maternity  cases  but  also  for  the  reception  of 
cases  of  various  other  diseases  which  previously  could  not 
be  admitted  into  the  hospital  Without  risk  of  multiple 
infection. 

On  the  12th  July,  1938,  a communication  was  sent  to 
every  medical  practitioner  in  the  district  stating  that 
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accommodation  was  available  in  the  new  cubicle  block  at 
the  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  women  suffering  from 
puerperal  pyrexia  and  the  first  case  of  this  disease  was 
admitted  on  the  19th  September,  1938. 

In  the  following  table  information  is  given  as  to  the 
number  of  admissions,  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  fatality- 
rate  for  each  disease  treated  at  the  Hospital  during  the 
year  : — 

No.  of  Cases  No.  of  Mortality 
Admitted.  Deaths.  per  cent. 


Diphtheria  143  6 4.20 

Typhoid  Fever  — — — 

Scarlet  Fever  475  4 0.84 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  7 3 42.86 

Erysipelas  3 — — 


Puerperal  Pyrexia  4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 

Measles  4 


637  13  2.04 

The  appended  table  provides  a comparison  for  the 
calendar  year  of  the  mortality-rates  per  cent,  for  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  treated  in  hospital,  with  the 
corresponding  rates  for  home-treated  cases  of  the  two 
diseases. 


1 

D 

Whole 

istrict. 

Hospital - 
Treated 

Cases. 

Rest  of  Dis- 
trict (Home- 
Treated  Cases). 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Cases 

Deaths. 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Diphtheria  (including 
membranous  croup)  ... 

156 

6 

3.85 

143 

6 

4.20 

13 

Scarlet  Fever  

881 

4 

0.45 

475 

4 

0.84 

406 

— 

— 

Total . . . 

1037 

10 

0.96 

618 

10 

1.62 

419 

— 

— 
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The  mortality  figures  given  in  the  two  immediately 
preceding  tables  will  be  found  to  differ  from  those  in 
Table  III.  Appendix  for  the  following  reasons,  viz.  : — 

One  of  the  fatal  diphtheria  cases  was  a non-resident 
and  the  record  of  the  death  was  consequently  transferred 
to  the  area  in  which  the  patient  formerly  resided,  one  of 
the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  was  certified  as  having  died  from 
tubercular  meningitis  and  the  death  is  classified  accordingly 
in  Table  III.,  and  one  of  the  patients  admitted  as  a case  of 
cerebro-spinal  fever  was  certified  as  having  died  from 
tubercular  meningitis. 


The  number  of  patients  admitted  from  each  of  the 
eleven  wards  in  the  district  is  shown  in  the  following  table 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Ward. 

Ad- 

mitted. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

l : 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Diphtheria 

143 

21 

16 

1 

3 

14 

15 

7 

8 

7 

30 

21 

Typhoid  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

! 475 

50 

91 

42 

22 

30 

36 

39 

67 

18 

27 

53 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

7 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Erysipelas  

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia 

4 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Measles 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

637 

73 

Ill 

43 

27 

1 46 

56 

46 

75 

26 

59 

75 

The  proportion  of  notified  cases  of  diphtheria  admitted 
to  hospital  during  the  year  was  91.7  per  cent,  and  in  the 
case  of  scarlet  fever  53.9  per  cent.,  the  corresponding  figures 
for  the  year  1937  being  92.7  and  59.3  per  cent,  respectively. 


Information  is  given  below,  in  respect  of  each  of  the 
diseases  treated,  as  to  the  number  of  cases  admitted  and 
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the  number  of  patient-days  during  the  year,  as  well  as 
the  duration  of  residence  in  hospital  for  both  recovered 
and  fatal  cases,  respectively  : — 


No.  of 
Cases 

No.  of 

Duration  of  Residence  in  Hospital 
(days). 

Disease.  | 

Ad- 

mitted. 

Patient- 

Days. 

Recovered  Cases. 

Fatal  Cases. 

Mini- 

mum 

Maxi- 

mum. 

Aver- 
1 age. 

Mini- 

mum. 

Maxi- 

mum. 

Aver- 

age. 

Diphtheria 

143 

7,990 

9 

i 178 

56 

1 

13 

8 i 

Scarlet  Fever 

475 

14,527 

5 

164 

29 

* 

75 

22 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

7 

132 

25 

! 31 

29 

2 

9 

5 

Erysipelas 

3 

48 

13 

21 

16 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

119 

14 

38 

29 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Measles 

4 

126 

18 

46 

31 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

637 

22,958 

Dr.  T.  C.  R.  George  continued  to  be  mainly  responsible 
for  the  medical  care  of  the  patients  at  the  hospital  while  the 
immediate  direction  and  control  of  the  nursing  and  domestic 
staffs  devolved  upon  Miss  J.  L.  McGregor  until  her  death 
in  October,  1938,  after  many  years  of  efficient,  conscientious 
and  devoted  service.  During  the  illness  of  Miss  McGregor 
and  pending  the  appointment  of  Miss  Olive  Evans  as  her 
successor  in  December,  much  additional  responsibility  fell 
upon  Miss  E.  By  water  in  the  respective  capacities  of 
Assistant  Matron  and  Acting  Matron. 

The  subjoined  table  sets  out  the  inclusive  cost  of  main- 
tenance at  the  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital  throughout  the 
year,  the  rate  per  patient  per  week  being  £2  7s.  lOd. 

excluding  and  £2  12s.  9d.  including,  general  repairs,  etc., 

which  amounted  to  £807  Is.  7d.  during  the  year.  The 
first-mentioned  figure  of  £2  7s.  lOd.  is  lower  by  5s.  lOd. 

per  patient  per  week  than  the  rate  applicable  to  the  previous 
year. 
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TYNTYLA  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURE,  1938. 

£ ' s.  d. 

Salaries  and  Wages  3,075  16  7 

Superannuation  321  13  5 

National  Insurance  Contributions  83  6 9 

Milk  405  12  4 

Eggs  33  6 7 

Fish  64  7 4 

Vegetables  and  Fruit  198  17  2 

Meat  511  14  3 

Groceries  451  2 5 

Bread  97  3 7 

Drysaltery  (Soap,  Polishes,  etc.)  64  16  2 

Brushes,  etc 0 8 0 

Methylated  Spirit,  Turpentine,  etc 0 13  6 

Crockery,  Drapery,  etc.  41  14  8 

Furniture  Repairs  and  Ironmongery  48  12  8 

Stimulants,  Brandy,  etc.  1 15  0 

Drugs,  Instruments,  etc.  592  18  11 

Gas  159  18  0 

Electricity  143  17  5 

Water  89  10  10 

Gas,  Water  and  Electricity  Repairs  or  Renewals  38  15  1 

Fuel 505  13  0 

Advertisements  49  0 8 

Stationery,  Printing,  etc.  34  12  8 

Postages,  Fares,  Carriage  10  18  5 

Telephone  Charges  51  1 3 
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STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURE—  Continued. 


£ s.  d. 

Insurance  68  3 2 

General  District  Rates  600  10  6 

Garden  Requisites  7 12  0 

Chimney  Sweeping  5 4 6 

Ambulance  Upkeep  96  0 11 

Machinery  Repairs  and  Renewals  11  11  10 

Sundries  0 3 8 


7,866  13  3 

General  Repairs  269  18  11 

Replacements  of  Equipment  40  6 0 

Painting  224  19  10 

Wireless  Relay  Installation  ......  87  18  2 

“ Both  ” Respirator  101  18  8 

Cooking  Range  ,»  82  0 0 


£8,673  14  10 


PENRHYS  (SMALL  POX)  HOSPITAL 

This  institution,  which  is  situated  on  the  ridge  of 
the  mountain  separating  the  two  valleys,  provides  accommo- 
dation for  the  reception  of  persons  suffering  from  small  pox. 
The  accommodation  available,  according  to  the  recognised 
standard  of  144  square  feet  per  bed,  amounts  to  fourteen 
beds  but  the  hospital  is  capable,  under  emergency  con- 
ditions, of  accommodating  a much  larger  number  of  patients 
together  with  the  requisite  staff. 
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No  occasion  arose  for  the  admission  of  cases  of  small 
pox  to  the  Hospital  during  1938  but  the  premises  were 
constantly  maintained  in  a state  of  readiness  to  receive 
patients.  The  caretaker  and  his  family  were  in  residence 
throughout  the  year,  the  caretaker  being  employed  during 
the  day-time  at  the  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  maintenance  cost  during  the  year  1938  amounted 
to  £215  3s.  9d.  as  compared  with  a total  of  £253  5s.  lid. 

for  the  previous  year,  the  main  items  of  expenditure  being 
£75  3s.  2d.  on  painting,  £56  2s.  Od.  for  rates  and 

£28  13s.  Od.  in  respect  of  wages. 


DISINFECTION. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  disinfection  of 
articles  of  clothing  from  infected  houses  in  the  district 
was  carried  out  by  means  of  the  “ Equifex  ” Steam  Disin- 
fector installed  at  the  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital,  whilst 
rooms  were  disinfected  by  fumigation  with  formaldehyde 
vapour  and  in  some  instances  walls  and  furniture  were 
sprayed  with  liquid  disinfectant. 

These  processes  of  disinfection  were  carried  out  mainly 
in  connection  with  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
and  diphtheria  respectively  and  after  the  removal  or  death 
of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Advantage  was  also  taken  of  opportunites  during  the 
school  vacations  to  disinfect  bed  clothing  used  in  connection 
with  the  nursery  classes  established  at  most  of  the  infants’ 
schools  in  the  district,  the  chief  items  dealt  with  being 
1,617  bed  covers  and  1,269  blankets. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

It  has  not  been  considered  advisable  or  practicable 
during  recent  years  to  embark  upon  any  ambitious  scheme 
of  health  education  in  the  district  but  early  in  1938  arrange- 
ments were  made  to  participate  in  the  campaign  inaugurated 
by  the  National  Council  for  Health  Education, — by  arrange- 
ment with  the  Minister  of  Health  and  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education, — with  a view  to  encouraging  the  wider 
use  of  the  health  services. 

Among  the  steps  taken  were  the  issue  of  cards  and 
posters  for  display  in  schools,  clinics,  institutes,  shop 
windows,  motor  vehicles,  etc.,  and  the  distribution  of 
printed  bookmarks,  folders  and  pamphlets  to  school  children 
and  to  mothers  and  children  attending  the  welfare  centres 
and  clinics.  A film  entitled  “ Health  of  the  Nation  ” was 
also  displayed  in  some  of  the  local  cinemas. 

Signs  were  not  wanting  that  the  campaign  had  the 
effect  of  reviving  interest  in  the  local  health  services  but 
various  influences,  such  as  declining  population,  fluctuations 
in  employment,  etc.,  made  it  difficult  to  gauge  the  extent 
to  which  the  campaign  resulted  in  increased  advantage 
being  taken  of  the  provision  made  by  the  Council  in  the 
interests  of  the  health  of  the  community.  It  was  fortunate, 
however,  that  the  progress  of  the  campaign  coincided 
partly  with  the  establishment  of  the  two  new  welfare  centres 
at  Ferndale  and  Ynyswen  respectively  and  the  re-erection 
of  the  Dyffryn  Ffrwd  Welfare  Centre  at  Ystrad. 


SECTION  III. 


MATERNITY 

AND 


HILD  WELFARE. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1938 

68 

57 

53 


Average  for 
ten  years 
1928-1937 


Rhondda,  per  1,000  births 
126  Great  Towns 
England  and  Wales 


73 

67 

63 


The  term  “ infant  mortality  ” denotes  the  ratio  be- 
tween the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  old 
and  the  total  number  of  live  births  during  a given  period 
and  for  the  purposes  of  annual  statistics  this  period  is 
taken  as  a year  and  the  ratio  is  expressed  as  the  number 
of  such  deaths  per  thousand  live  births. 

During  the  year  1938  the  number  of  live  births  allocated 
to  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  was  1804  and  the  number 
of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  old  was  122,  repres- 
enting an  infantile  mortality-rate  of  68  per  1,000  live  births; 
this  figure  exceeds  that  recorded  for  the  previous  year 
by  three  per  1,000  but  is  five  less  than  the  annual  average 
figure  for  the  ten  years  1928-1937. 

The  infantile  mortality-rate  amongst  those  infants  who 
were  illegitimately  born  was  78  as  compared  with  67  amongst 
those  born  in  wedlock. 

Reference  to  Table  IV.  (Appendix)  shows  that  out 
of  the  122  infantile  deaths  during  the  year,  66  or  54  per  cent, 
occurred  within  four  weeks  after  birth,  giving  a neo-natal 
mortality  of  35.2  per  1,000  births  whilst  43  or  35.2  per  cent, 
of  the  total  deaths  occurred  within  seven  days  of  birth. 

In  the  same  Table  it  is  also  recorded  that  32  infantile 
deaths  were  classified  as  due  to  prematurity,  21  deaths 
were  due  to  congenital  malformations,  14  deaths  were 
caused  by  pneumonia,  10  deaths  attributable  to  convulsions 
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and  nine  deaths  were  due  to  bronchitis.  Amongst  the 
infective  diseases,  other  than  pneumonia,  it  is  slso  noted 
that  diarrhoea  or  enteritis  caused  four  deaths,  and  two 
deaths  were  due  to  influenza  whilst  measles  and  menin- 
gococcal meningitis  each  caused  one  death. 

The  infantile  mortality  was  highest  in  Ward  4 where 
a figure  of  114  per  1,000  live  births  was  recorded  and  lowest 
in  Ward  1 with  a corresponding  rate  of  28. 

The  following  table  gives  summarised  information 
bearing  on  infantile  mortality  during  the  year 


Table  giving  in  detail  the  information  obtained  by  the  Health  Visitors  con- 
cerning deaths  of  112  children  under  one  year  and  of  84  children  born  dead. 


Deaths 

of  children 

Still-Births. 

under  one. 

Iper  cent. 

Per  cent 

Total 

of  Total 

Total. 

of  Total 

Number. 

Cases. 

Number. 

Cases. 

Sex  (Male  ... 

68 

61 

51 

61 

( Female  

44 

39 

33 

39 

0 — 12  hours 

16 

14 

12 — 24  hours  

3 

3 

1 — 7 days  

21 

19 

1 — 4 weeks 

22 

20 

1 — 2 months 

8 

7 

2—  3 „ 

6 

5 

3—  4 „ 

5 

4 

Ages  at  ^ 

9 

8 

Death. 

5 — 6 , , ...  ... 

2 

2 

6—  7 „ 

4 

4 

7—  8 „ 

4 

4 

8—  9 „ 

4 

4 

9—10  „ 

2 

2 

10—11  

11—12  

2 

2 

4 

4 

Maturity 

Mature  

72 

64 

52 

62 

' Premature  ... 

40 

36 

32 

38 

Insured 

• ••  •••  •••  *" 

14 

13 

Not  well  from  birth  ...  ...  *” 

57 

51 

Previously  visited  by  Health  Visitor 

61 

54 

Separated  from  Mother  

1 1 

1 

Breast-fed 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

39 

35 

Partly  Breast-fed  and  paitly  otherwise 

4 

4 

Bottle-fed 

32 

29 

Spoon-fed 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

13 

12 

Unfed 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

24 

21 

Bottle 

used. 

( Boat-shaped 
Tube 

* Boat-shaped  and  Tube  . . . 

36 

32 

/Cows’ 

13 

i 12 

Milk 

Goats’  ...  

Condensed  ... 

io 

9 

1 Dried  

26 

23 

Previous  deaths — 

1 child  under  one  year  of  age 

5 

4 

1 

1 

2 children  ,,  ,,  „ 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 children  „ „ „ 

2 

2 

... 

4 or  more  children  ,,  ,, 

1 

1 

... 

Total  number  with  previous  deaths  of 

Infants  under  one  year  

10 

9 

3 

4 

Number  with  1 previous  still-birth  ... 

5 

4 

6 

7 

Number  with  2 previous  still-births  ... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

Number  with  3 previous  still-births  ... 

... 

... 

4 

5 

Number  with  4 or  more  ,, 

1 

1 

Total  number  with  previous  still-births 

6 

5 

12 

14 

Abnormal  condition  of  Mother 

22 

20 

22 

26 

Difficult  birth  ... 

21 

19 

28 

83 

Illegitimate 

8 

7 

4 

5 

Health  Visiting. — The  following  summary  provides 
information  for  the  year  1938  regarding  some  of  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  health  visitors  in  the  interests  of  child  welfare  : 


Visits  to  children  | First  visits 

under  one  year'  Total  visits 
Investigations  of  stillbirths 
Investigations  of  deaths  of  infants 
Visits  to  children  1 — 5 years  ...... 


Ophthalmia  » 
Neonatorum  f 
Applications 
investigated 
or  examined 


First  visits 
Total  visits 


Milk  Assistance  Scheme 
Supply  of  Milk  at  2d.  per  pint 


1,823 

13,477 

84 

112 

6,337 

19 

209 

35,554 

55,077 


Each  health  visitor  is  also  engaged  at  the  welfare 
centres  on  at  least  one  day  a week  when  the  mothers  and 
babies  from  her  district  are  in  attendance  ; while  thus 
assisting  the  medical  officers  at  the  centres  the  health 
visitors  become  aware  of  the  medical  advice  given  and  are 
consequently  enabled  to  follow  up  such  advice  in  the  course 
of  their  subsequent  visits  to  the  homes  concerned. 


A summary  of  the  records  made  by  the  health  visitors 
in  relation  to  diets  and  modes  of  feeding  of  infants  during 
the  year  shows  that  58  per  cent.  Were  breast-fed  as  compared 
with  55  per  cent,  shown  in  the  records  compiled  in  the 
previous  year,  whilst  37  per  cent,  of  the  babies  were  en- 
tirely bottle-fed. 


It  will  be  observed  that  of  the  1,053  children  who 
were  breast-fed  39  died,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  of 
37.0  per  1,000  whilst  the  corresponding  mortality  amongst 
the  675  babies  who  were  entirely  bottle-fed  was  47.4. 
These  observations  confirm  the  view  expressed,  on  many 
previous  occasions,  that  breast  feeding  has  a favourable 
influence  on  the  reduction  of  infant  mortality  and  it  is 
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well  therefore  that  the  midwives  and  health  visitors  when 
visiting  the  homes  and  the  medical  officers  at  the  ante- 
natal clinics  should  seize  every  opportunity  of  advising 
expectant  mothers  on  all  aspects  of  ante-natal  hygiene 
which  will  effectively  promote  the  establishment  of 
lactation  after  confinement  so  as  to  enable  the  mothers 
to  feed  their  babies  with  the  nourishment  which  nature 
has  determined  to  be  the  most  suitable  and  which  has 
persistently  given  the  best  results  as  indicated  both  by 
the  physical  condition  of  breast-fed  babies  and  by  com- 
parative statistical  records.  The  beneficial  psychological 
effect  of  breast-feeding  on  the  mother  should  also  not  be 
overlooked. 


Some  Statistics  relating  to  Diets  and  Modes  of  Feeding. 


Total 

number 

in 

respect 
of  whom 
records 
are 
avail- 
able. 
(1815). 

Percent- 
ages 
of  the 
total. 

No.  of 
deaths  in 
each 
group. 
(H2). 

Percent- 

age 

of 

deaths  to 
number 
in  each 
group. 

Percent- 

age 

of  deaths 
in  each 
group  to 
fatalities 
investi- 
gated. 

Breast-fed 

1053 

58 

39 

3.7 

35 

Partly  breast-fed 

50 

2.7 

4 

8.0 

4 

Entirely  bottle-fed  ... 

675  1 

37 

32 

4.7 

29 

Spoon-fed 

13 

0.7 

13 

100.0 

12 

Unfed 

24 

1.2 

24 

100.0 

21 

Boat-shaped 

725 

40 

36 

4.9 

32 

Bottle  j 

Tube 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

used 

Boat-shaped 
l and  Tube 







Varieties 

Cows’  ■ = 

53 

2.9 

13 

25 

12 

of 

Milk. 

Goats’ ... 
C’densed 

53 

2 9 

10 

18.9 

9 

, Dried 

632 

34 

1 26 

1 

4.1 

23 

53 


WELFARE  CENTRES. 

The  newly-erected  clinics  at  Ferndale  and  Ynyswen 
(Treorchy)  respectively  were  fully  equipped  and  opened 
in  the  course  of  the  year  as  Well  as  the  re-erected  clinic  at 
Trafalgar  Terrace,  Ystrad  ; the  previously-existing  clinics 
at  the  Carnegie  Welfare  Centre,  Trealaw,  and  at  Ynys 
Villas,  Ynyshir,  were  also  used  throughout  the  year.  The 
number  of  sessions  held  at  these  five  clinics  in  the  interests 
of  child  welfare  amounted  to  sixteen  per  week  and  at  three 
of  these  weekly  sessions  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  was 
duplicated  in  order  to  cope  with  the  large  number  of 
children  attending. 


The  total  number  of  infant  welfare  sessions  held  at  the 
clinics  during  the  year  amounted  to  807  and  the  average 
attendance  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  was  54  per 
session. 

The  number  of  babies  under  one  year  old  who  made 
their  initial  visit  to  the  clinic  during  1938  amounted  to 
1,539,  representing  84.9  per  cent,  of  the  notified  live  births, 
while  3,461  children  between  one  and  five  years  of  age  also 
attended.  The  total  number  of  attendances  made  by 
children  to  the  child  Welfare  clinics  during  the  year  amounted 
to  43,455,  including  13,398  by  children  under  one  year  and 
30,057  by  children  between  one  and  five  years  old. 


No  arrangements  have  yet  been  made  for  holding 
special  post-natal  clinics  in  this  district  but  815  nursing 
or  recently-confined  mothers  attended  at  the  child  welfare 
clinics  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  medical  advice  regarding 
their  own  condition.  This  number  was  14  greater  than 
that  for  the  previous  year  and  is  equivalent  to  43.0  per  cent, 
of  the  total  notified  births. 
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DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Dental  treatment  for  mothers  and  pre-school  children 
was  provided  at  the  five  clinics  administered  by  the  Council. 
The  number  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  who  received 
such  treatment  during  1938  amounted  to  619  as  compared 
with  657  in  the  previous  year  and  in  537  instances  nitrous 
oxide  anaesthesia  was  applied. 

There  were  172  nursing  mothers  referred  by  the  medical 
officers  at  the  welfare  centres  for  attention  at  the  dental 
clinics  but  only  118  of  them  actually  attended  to  receive 
the  required  treatment  and  in  113  of  these  cases  extractions 
were  undertaken  under  general  anaesthesia.  Arrange- 
ments were  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year  for 
the  provision  by  the  Council  of  artificial  dentures  for  ex- 
pectant and  nursing  mothers  either  free  of  cost  or  on  part 
payment  as  may  be  determined  by  the  prescribed  scale  of 
family  income. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 

Orthopaedic  treatment  was  provided  during  1938 
in  respect  of  sixteen  children  under  five  years  of  age  who 
had  been  referred  from  the  Welfare  .Centres,  the  family 
circumstances  in  each  of  these  cases  being  such  as  to  justify 
the  whole  of  the  cost  being  borne  by  the  Council.  Four 
received  in-patient  treatment  at  the  Prince  of  Wales’ 
Hospital,  Cardiff,  and  ten  of  the  remaining  children  were 
provided  with  appliances  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Visiting  Surgeon  at  the  Hospital  referred  to. 

Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  the 
extension  of  the  Authority’s  orthopaedic  scheme  by  the 
appointment  of  an  orthopaedic  consultant  and  an  ortho- 
paedic nurse,  the  latter  of  whom  commenced  duties  on  the 
1st  November,  and  the  provision  of  facilities  for  treatment 
by  massage,  electricity  and  remedial  exercises  at  the 
various  clinics  in  the  district. 
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VISUAL  DEFECTS. 

Nine  children  under  five  years  of  age  who  had  been 
referred  from  the  child  welfare  centres  were  examined  in 
the  eye  clinic  during  the  year  by  the  Council’s  part-time 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  Dr.  J.  W.  G.  Myler,  and  in  eleven 
instances,  some  of  which  had  been  referred  during  the 
previous  year,  the  required  spectacles  were  supplied  at 
the  Council’s  expense  as  the  family  income  in  each  such  case 
was  within  the  limit  of  the  prescribed  scale.  The  total 
number  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  examined  at 
the  eye  clinic  in  the  course  of  the  year  amounted  to  33  but 
24  of  them  had  already  been  admitted  to  elementary  schools 
and  were  thus  dealt  with  under  the  school  medical  service 
arrangements. 


SUPERVISION  OF  EXPECTANT  MOTHERS. 

A total  of  four  sessions  per  week  were  devoted  to  the 
ante-natal  supervision  of  expectant  mothers  at  the  centres 
at  Trealaw,  Ynyshir,  and  Ystrad,  throughout  the  year, 
two  lady  assistant  medical  officers  together  with  the  ap- 
propriate staff  of  health  visitors,  midwives  and  clerks  being 
in  attendance  at  these  sessions. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  these 
clinics  was  1,830,  of  whom  513  had  been  attending  in  the 
previous  year  and  1,317  were  new  cases  attending  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  under  review.  The  total  number 
of  attendances  was  5,418,  giving  an  average  attendance 
of  27  cases  per  session. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  first  visit  of  each  expectant 
mother  to  the  ante-natal  clinic  a complete  record  of  the 
mother’s  previous  illnesses  and  of  any  previous  confine- 
ments is  entered  on  a special  form  on  which  are  also  recorded 
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the  findings  of  the  medical  examination  during  the  visit  ; 
at  subsequent  visits  any  abnormal  symptoms,  which  may 
have  subsequently  developed,  are  investigated  and  the 
blood  pressure  and  weight  recorded  and  the  urine  examined. 
In  instances  where  anaemia  or  symptoms  of  calcium 
deficiency  are  apparent  the  mothers  are  advised  to  take 
pills  or  tablets  containing  iron  or  calcium  in  an  assimilable 
form  and  supplies  of  such  medicines  are  available  free  of 
cost  to  necessitous  cases.  Medical  advice  on  the  hygiene 
of  pregnancy  is  always  given  at  these  clinics. 

Mothers  who  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  symptoms 
or  conditions  which  were  likely  to  have  a serious  effect 
on  pregnancy  or  parturition  and,  in  some  instances,  those 
who  had  encountered  serious  difficulties  or  complications 
in  previous  pregnancies,  were  referred  to  the  special  ante- 
natal clinic,  presided  over  by  Dr.  R.  G.  Maliphant,  whose 
services  were  made  available  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
“specialist  ” advice  on  these  matters..  This. special  ante- 
natal clinic  was  held  at  the  Carnegie  Welfare  Centre  on 
24  occasions  during  the  year,  the  average  attendance  of 
mothers  at  each  session  being  16,  and  altogether  260  mothers 
attended.  The  principal  abnormal  conditions  found 
amongst  the  mothers  who  attended  Dr.  Maliphant’ s clinic 
were  : — 

Hyperpiesia  (raised  blood  pressure)  in  56  instances. 

Albuminuria  in  46  instances. 

Heart  disease  in  28  instances. 

Abnormal  presentation  in  28  instances. 

Oedema  in  25  instances. 

Pre-eclampsia  in  16  instances. 

Phthisis  in  12  instances. 

Abnormal  bleeding  in  11  instances. 

After  the  examination  of  each  mother  her  medical 
attendant  was  informed  by  letter  regarding  Dr.  Maliphant’s 
findings  and  recommendations  whilst  the  midwife  engaged 


57 


for  the  confinement  was  requested  to  obtain  her  instructions 
regarding  the  conduct  of  the  pregnancy  from  the  medical 
attendant. 

Amongst  the  mothers  seen  at  the  ante-natal  clinics 
95  were  recommended  for  admission  to  hospital  either  for 
the  confinement  or  for  treatment  during  the  ante-natal 
period  and  91  Were  subsequently  admitted  into  the  Maternity 
Department  of  the  Llwynypia  Hospital  under  the  arrange- 
ments made  between  the  District  Council  and  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council. 

A summary  of  the  records  relating  to  the  four  years, 
1935  to  1938  inclusive,  indicates  that  regular  medical 
supervision  at  the  ante-natal  clinics,  together  with  the 
attendant  facilities  for  consultant  advice  at  the  special 
ante-natal  clinic,  have  had  a favourable  influence  on  mater- 
nal mortality.  During  the  above  period  8,322  live  and 
still  births  were  registered  in  the  district  accompanied  by 
34  maternal  deaths,  giving  a maternal  death-rate  of  4.09 
per  1,000  total  births  In  the  same  period  4,310  mothers 
attended  the  ante-natal  clinics  and  10  deaths  from  puerperal 
sepsis  or  other  puerperal  causes  occurred  amongst  these 
mothers,  giving  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  2.32  per  1,000 
pregnancies,  and  as  some  of  these  pregnancies  were  prob- 
ably associated  with  twin  births  the  maternal  mortality 
per  1,000  total  births  would  be  still  lower. 

Dental  Treatment. — The  total  number  of  expectant 
mothers  referred  by  the  medical  officers  at  the  ante-natal 
clinics  in  the  course  of  the  year  as  being  in  need  of  dental 
treatment  amounted  to  380  but  only  288  of  these  actually 
attended  at  the  dental  clinics  and  received  treatment  by 
the  Council’s  dental  surgeons,  the  latter  number  being  44 
greater  than  that  for  the  year  1937.  General  anaesthetics 
were  administered  by  the  medical  staff  for  the  purpose  of 
dental  extractions  in  275  cases,  the  total  number  of  teeth 
extracted  being  1,035. 
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It  is  expected  that  arrangements  for  the  provision  of 
artificial  dentures  to  necessitous  expectant  mothers  will  be 
put  into  operation  early  in  1939. 


PROVISION  OF  MILK  AND  MEDICINAL  FOODS. 

Milk  Assistance  Scheme. — The  Council  regard  the  pro- 
vision of  milk  in  necessitous  cases  for  consumption  by 
expectant  mothers,  nursing  mothers  and  children  under 
five  years  of  age,  as  an  important  feature  in  the  maternity 
and  child  welfare  arrangements  administered  by  them  in 
accordance  with  Part  VII.  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  unsatisfactory  economic  conditions 
which  continue  co  prevail  in  the  district  and  affect  such  a 
large  proportion  of  the  population. 

The  applications  for  assistance  are  investigated  by 
the  district  health  visitors  before  being  scrutinised  in  the 
Office  of  the  Health  Department  and  determined  in  accord- 
ance with  the  scale  of  income  formulated  for  this  purpose. 
The  quantity  normally  supplied  to  each  approved  person 
is  one  pint  of  fresh  milk  per  day  or  its  equivalent  in  dried 
milk,  the  exact  kind  of  milk  granted  in  each  case  being 
decided  by  the  medical  officers  at  the  welfare  centres  who 
are  also  authorised  to  allow  increased  quantities  in  instances 
where  such  a course  appears  justifiable  on  grounds  of  health. 

The  number  of  persons  who  received  milk  during  the 
year,  either  gratuitously  or  at  half  cost  price,  amounted  to 
5,539  and  included  779  expectant  mothers,  249  nursing 
mothers,  2,858  children  under  three  years  and  1,653  children 
between  three  and  five  years  of  age,  the  number  of  separate 
families  involved  being  3,797. 

The  appended  statement  gives  information  regarding 
the  expenditure  on  the  provision  of  milk  and  the  number 
of  persons  who  benefited  thereby  during  each  of  the  last 
ten  years  : — 
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Year. 

Expenditure 

; on 

Milk. 

No.  of 
Persons 
Supplied. 

Total. 

Fresh  Milk. 

Dried  Milk. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1929 

8,019 

11 

11 

5,456 

19 

11 

2,562 

12 

0 

3,773 

1930 

9,786 

3 

4 

6,803 

15 

9 

2,982 

7 

7 

4,183 

1931 

11,061 

14 

1 

8,220 

7 

1 

2,841 

7 

0 

4,502 

1932 

14,220 

12 

11 

10,783 

8 

6 

3,437 

4 

5 

5,072 

1933 

14,905 

8 

5 

10,640 

7 

3 

4,265 

1 

2 

5,640 

1934 

14,733 

12 

9 

9,616 

16 

3 

5,116 

16 

6 

5,618 

1935 

15,624 

13 

4 

10,340 

2 

ll 

5,284 

11 

3 

6,571 

1936 

16,829 

16 

5 

12,276 

11 

5 

4,553 

5 

0 

7,159 

1937 

11,772 

1 

3 

8,524 

0 

5 

3,248 

0 

10 

5,905 

1938 

10,802 

12 

10 

8,054 

10 

4 

2,748 

2 

6 

5,539 

The  contract  arrangement  which  previously  existed 
for  obtaining  supplies  of  fresh  milk  were  continued  during 
1938  and  enabled  the  appropriate  officers  of  the  Health 
Department  to  exercise  regular  supervision  with  the  object 
of  ensuring  the  provision  of  clean  and  wholesome  milk  and  as 
part  of  these  supervisory  arrangements  258  samples  of  milk 
were  taken  from  the  contractors  and  forwarded  to  the 
County  Laboratory  for  examination  and  report  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 

Sale  of  Milk. — The  arrangement  by  which  dried  milk 
is  sold  at  cost  price  at  the  welfare  centres  was  continued 
throughout  the  year  and  the  total  value  of  such  sales,  in- 
cluding amounts  received  in  respect  of  milk  sold  at  half 
cost  price,  amounted  to  £918  16s.  7d.  The  persons  who 

received  milk  under  this  arrangement  were  subject  to  the 
same  medical  supervision  as  those  benefiting  under  the 
Milk  Assistance  Scheme. 

Cod  Liver  Oil. — The  number  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age  who  were  provided  during  the  year  with  cod 
liver  oil,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
medical  officers  at  the  welfare  centres,  amounted  to  2,382 
and  the  total  cost  of  this  provision  was  £225  16s.  Od. 
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CHEAP  MILK  FOR  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN. 

The  supply  of  milk  at  a special  rate  of  2d.  per  pint 
for  consumption  by  expectant  mothers,  nursing  mothers 
and  by  children  under  five  years  of  age  was  carried  out 
during  the  whole  of  the  year,  the  cost  of  the  rebate  allowed 
to  enable  the  local  milk  vendors  to  sell  milk  at  this  reduced 
price  being  met  jointly  by  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  and  the 
Commissioner  for  the  Special  Areas. 

The  Rhondda  scheme,  which  is  experimental  in  char- 
acter and  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  country,  provides 
for  a normal  quantity  of  one  pint  per  day  for  each  approved 
applicant  belonging  to  one  of  the  above-mentioned  categories, 
no  inquiry  or  condition  being  imposed  regarding  the  financial 
circumstances  of  the  family  nor  in  respect  of  attendance  of 
the  persons  concerned  at  any  of  the  Council’s  welfare 
centres. 

The  milk  is  supplied  in  bottles  and  in  the  case  of  each 
approved  vendor  the  source  of  supply  and  methods  of 
handling  and  distribution  of  the  milk  must  be  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Applications  for  supplies  of  milk  at  the  reduced  rate 
are  renewable  monthly  and  from  the  inception  of  the  scheme 
on  the  17th  July,  1936,  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1938, 
8,455  primary  applications  have  been  approved,  embracing 
9,718  persons,  and  the  total  quantity  of  milk  authorised  to 
such  persons  amounted  to  4,259,007  pints. 

The  following  summary  provides  information  as  to  the 
number  of  authorisation  cards  issued  each  month  during 
1938  and  the  quantities  of  milk  so  authorised  : — 
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No.  of 

Quantity 

Authorisation 

of  Milk 

Cards  issued. 

Authorised . 

Pints. 

January 

4,783  

169,056 

February 

4,844  

158,687 

March 

4,982  

179,883 

April 

5,007  

176,245 

May 

5,032  

182,939 

June  

4,931  

174,733 

July 

4,917  

177,061 

August 

' 4,929  

176,958 

September 

4,930  

173,258 

October 

5,025  

181,032 

November 

5,113  

179,678 

December 

5,159  

188,287 

Totals 

59,652  

2,117,817 

The  claims  submitted  to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  for  rebate  on  the  milk  supplied  to 
applicants  under  this  scheme  as  well  as  in  respect  of  supplies 
by  the  Council  under  the  Milk  Assistance  Scheme,  reached 
a total  of  £7,301  16s.  4d. 


TRAVELLING  EXPENSES  OF  MOTHERS  ATTENDING 
WELFARE  CENTRES. 

Provision  is  made  in  the  Authority’s  maternity  and 
child  welfare  arrangements  for  granting  assistance  in 
necessitous  cases  towards  the  cost  of  travelling  to  and  from 
the  respective  welfare  centres  on  the  part  of  all  expectant 
mothers  and  also  for  mothers  accompanying  their  children 
when  specially  requested  by  the  medical  officers  to  bring 
the  children  to  the  centres  for  re-examination  at  shorter 
intervals  than  four  weeks.  No  assistance  is  given  where 
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the  return  fare  does  not  exceed  2d.  but  in  cases  where  the 
cost  exceeds  this  amount  special  vouchers  are  issued  which 
entitle  the  holder  to  travel  to  and  from  the  appropriate 
welfare  centre  for  a return  fare  of  2d.,  the  balance  of  the 
fare  being  met  by  the  Council. 

The  following  statement  shows,  for  each  welfare  centre 
concerned,  the  number  of  vouchers  in  respect  of  which 
part  of  the  cost  was  borne  by  the  Council  during  the  year 
and  the  amount  of  the  expenditure  thus  incurred  : — 


Welfare  Centre. 

No.  of 
Vouchers. 

Cost  borne 
by  Council. 

Ystrad 

536 

£ s.  d. 
....  7 16  4 

Trealaw 

....  1,067 

16  7 2 

Ynyshir 

971  .. 

....  14  17  4 

Ferndale 

5 

0 1 5 

Total 

....  2,579 

£39  2 3 

SUPERVISION  OF  MIDWIVES. 

The  Council  became  the  local  supervising  authority 
under  the  Midwives  Acts  on  the  1st  March,  1937,  in  virtue 
of  he  Rhondda  Urban  (Supervision  of  Midwives)  Order, 
1937,  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Health.  Prior  to  that  date, 
the  supervision  of  midwives  practising  in  the  district, 
except  for  disciplinary  action  under  Section  8 of  the  Midwives 
Act,  1902,  was  carried  out  by  the  Rhondda  Council  in 
consequence  of  the  delegation  of  powers  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  in  accordance 
with  Section  9 of  the  Act  of  1902. 

Notification  of  intention  to  practise  in  the  district 
during  1938  was  received  from  52  midwives,  comprising 
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25  municipal  and  27  private  midwives.  This  total  showed 
a reduction  of  33  as  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
18  through  midwives  surrendering  their  certificates  in 
accordance  with  Section  5 of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  and 
15  due  to  various  other  causes  such  as  death,  removal 
from  the  district,  etc. 

The  total  number  of  domiciliary  confinements  attended 
by  midwives  during  the  yeai  amounted  to  1,639,  including 
1,348  by  municipal  midwives  and  L91  by  private  midwives. 
Eight  of  the  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to 
practise  did  not  attend  any  confinements  during  the  year 
while  those  who  actually  undertook  midwifery  work  attended 
an  average  of  37  cases  per  midwife,  the  extremes  varying 
from  one  case  each  by  two  private  midwives  to  a maximum 
of  78  by  one  of  the  municipal  midwives. 

Notification  of  the  substitution  of  artificial  feeding 
for  breast  feeding  was  received  in  80  instances  during  1938, 
an  increase  of  29  over  the  total  for  the  previous  year.  The 
principal  reasons  given  in  the  notifications  were  objection 
by  mother  in  17  cases,  medical  advice  in  14,  condition  of 
the  mothers’  breasts  in  9 and  mothers  returning  to  work  in 
8 cases. 

There  were  24  cases  in  which  midwives  notified  delivery 
of  a stillborn  child  without  the  attendance  of  a medical 
practitioner,  while  23  notifications  were  received  of  liability 
to  be  a source  of  infection  and  10  notifications  of  death, 
nine  of  the  latter  being  in  respect  of  a child  and  one  in 
respect  of  a mother. 

The  accompanying  table  give  a summary  of  the  in- 
formation supplied  by  the  midwives  in  the  district,  in  con- 
formity with  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Mid  wives  Board, 
concerning  the  causes  calling  for  medical  attention,  dis- 
tinction being  made  between  day  and  night  calls,  the 
groupings  in  the  other  columns  being  in  accordance  with 
the  ward  distribution  of  the  calls  ; — 
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Record  of  Sending  for  Medical  Help,  1938. 


Reasons  stated  for  seeking 
assistance. 


Q 


WARDS. 


2 3 


10 


11 


To- 

tal. 


Prolonged  labour 
Delayed  labour 
Obstructed  labour 
Abnormal  labour 
Ruptured  perineum 
Exhaustion 

High  temperature  and  rapid 
pulse 

Poor  obstetric  history  ... 
Abortion  or  threatened  abortion 
Haemorrhage 
Ante-partum  haemorrhage 
Post-partum  haemorrhage 
Condition  of  patient 
Hysteria 

Instrumental  delivery 
Adherent  placenta  and  mem- 
branes 

Malpresentation 
Toxaemia 
Placenta  praevia 
Oedema  ... 

Varicose  veins 
Inertia  ... 

Post-partum  shock 
Albuminuria 
Cough 
Sutures 

Abdominal  pains 
Rigid  cervix 
Hydramnios 
Disproportion  . . . 

Prolapse  of  cord 
Breathlessness  and  gid 
Collapse 

Condition  of  breast 
Influenza 
Asthma 
Vomiting 
Eclampsia 
Purulent  discharge 
Cardiac  trouble... 

Fainting  ... 

Phlebitis 

Puerperal  pyrexia 
Stillbirth 
Death  of  Infant 
Macerated  foetus 


21 

35 

9 

7 

101 

1 

33 

30 

2 

18 

5 

15 


11 

22 

3 

11 

2 

3 

21 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

I 


19 

25 

14 
2 

53 

2 

8 

1 

22 

3 

9 

5 

7 

2 

1 

15 

15 


10 

1 


4 6 

=1: 

1610 


4 2 

51— 

1 

2 


1- 

3 

TT 


16 


3 — 

4 1 


3 

6 

1 

17 

1 

3 
15 

4 
1 


3—  — 


5 1 2 

—I  1 


1 1 

TT 

i 


—i1 


i— 


4 

8 

3 

17 

1 

4 

30 

8 

2 

1 

2 


40 
60 
23 

9 

154 

3 

41 
1 

52 

5 

27 

10 

22 

2 

2 

26 

37 

3 
1 

11 

2 

13 

1 

21 

2 

2 

2 

4 

5 
1 

3 

4 

5 

6 
1 
1 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Record  of  sending  for  Medical  Help—  Continued. 


Reasons  stated  for  s'eeking 
assistance. 

Day. 

Night. 

WA] 

RD 

•S. 

To- 

tal. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Prematurity 

11 

■ 5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

16 

Meconium 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 



2 

Condition  of  Infant 

4 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

• — 

1 



6 

Inflammation  of,  or  discharge 

from  baby's  eyes 

36 

3 

4 

1 

6 

7 

3 

2 

6 

2 

— 

2 

6 

39 

Feebleness  of  Infant 

13 

1 

3 

1 

3 

3 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Malformation 

8 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

I 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

2 

11 

Foetal  distress 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Rash  

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Cyanosis 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Tixrino 

i 

2 

1 

i 

q 

1 WJ  JLLo  • • • • • • • • • 

’Painful  flYilla 

1 

l 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 CtlJLl.lU.JL  Ct  All  let  

Watery  blisters  

5 



1 



— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

Breathlessness  

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Jaundice  

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Phimosis  

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Asphyxia 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

474 

'258 

1 

55 

75 

38 

61 

75 

60 

43 

62 

62 

84 

117 

732 
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Inspection  of  Midwives. — The  routine  inspection  of  the 
work  of  the  midwives  practising  in  the  district  was  carried 
out  by  Dr.  Gwladys  D.  Davies,  Senior  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  Routine  visits 
were  paid  by  Dr.  Davies  to  each  midwife  at  intervals  of 
approximately  three  months  whilst  additional  visits  were 
made  whenever  circumstances  indicated  special  need 
therefor  and  particularly  after  the  receipt  of  notifications 
of  exposure  to  infection.  As  a result  of  the  introduction  of 
the  municipal  midwifery  service  and  the  almost  complete 
limitation  of  private  practice  to  independent  midwives  who 
are  keen  on  the  work,  it  was  found  that  midwifery  practice 
in  the  district  has  been  raised  to  a more  uniform  and  better 
standard  of  efficiency. 

Compensatory  Payments  for  Loss  of  Midwifery  Fees. — 
In  cases  where  a non-municipal  midwife  was  deprived  of 
her  fee  owing  to  the  removal  of  the  mother  to  hospital  for 
confinement  as  a result  of  advice  given  by  a medical  officer 
at  one  of  the  Council’s  ante-natal  clinics  or,  exceptionally, 
by  the  medical  attendant,  a compensatory  payment  of 
15s.  Od.  per  case  was  made  by  the  Council,  subject  to 
compliance  with  the  prescribed  conditions.  Such  pay- 
ments were  made  in  13  cases  during  the  year,  the  total 
amount  thus  paid  being  £9  15s.  Od. 

Payment  of  Medical  Practitioners’  Fees. — Fees  amount- 
ing to  £347  7s  6d.  were  paid  during  the  year  to  medical 
practitioners  who  submitted  claims  under  Section  14  of 
the  Midwives  Act,  1918,  in  respect  of  services  rendered  by 
them  in  consequence  of  their  being  called  in  by  the  mid  wives 
concerned.  This  sum,  in  respect  of  206  claims,  showed  an 
increase  of  £70  16s.  6d.  over  the  total  for  the  previous 

year. 


In  every  case  where  it  was  found  on  investigation  that 
the  income  of  the  patient’s  family  was  in  excess  of  the 
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prescribed  scale,  steps  for  the  recovery  of  the  fee  claimed 
were  taken  against  the  husband  or  other  responsible  person 
and  the  sums  so  recovered  during  the  year  amounted 
to  £18  7s.  6d. 


MIDWIVES  ACT,  1936. 

Municipal  Midwifery  Service. — Section  1 of  the  Mid- 
wives Act,  1936,  imposes  the  duty  on  every  local  supervising 
authority 

“ to  secure,  whether  by  making  arrangements  with 
welfare  councils  or  voluntary  organisations  for  the 
employment  by  those  councils  or  organisations  of 
certified  midwives  as  whole-time  servants  or  by  itself 
employing  such  midwives,  that  the  number  of  certified 
midwives  so  employed  who  are  available  in  its  area 
for  attendance  on  women  in  their  own  homes  as 
midwives  or  as  matsrnity  nurses  during  childbirth 
and  from  time  to  time  thereafter  during  a period  not 
less  than  the  ‘ lying-in-period,’  is  adequate  for  the 
needs  of  the  area.” 

In  response  to  the  Council’s  application  the  Minister 
of  Health  issued  the  Rhondda  Urban  (Supervision  of  Mid- 
wives)  Order,  1937,  in  virtue  of  which  the  Council  became 
the  local  supervising  authority  for  the  Rhondda  Urban 
District  from  the  1st  March,  1937. 

The  Council’s  proposals  for  the  establishment  of  a 
whole-time  salaried  midwifery  service  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  district  were  subsequently  approved  by  the  Minister 
and  became  effective  on  the  1st  November,  1937.  Al- 
though the  proposals  provided  for  the  ultimate  employment 
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of  thirty  whole-time  midwives  it  was  deemed  ad- 
visable to  limit  the  number  to  be  appointed  at  the  outset 
to  twenty-five,  including  three  sister  midwives  qualified 
to  administer  nitrous  oxide  analgesia  in  accordance  with 
the  advisory  memorandum  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

The  distribution  of  the  midwives  throughout  the  area 
was  arranged  as  shown  below  : — 

Number  of 
Midwives. 

Wards  1 and  2 4^1 

Wards  3 and  4 3j 

Wards  5,  6 and  7 7 

Wards  8 and  9 4\ 

Wards  10  and  11  4j 

22  3 

Arrangements  were  also  made  with  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council  for  the  attendance  of  their  midwives,  when 
necessary,  at  confinements  occurring  in  the  small  portion 
of  Gilfach  Goch  which  lies  within  the  Rhondda  Urban  Area. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  number  of  births 
attended  by  the  municipal  midwives  during  1938, — the 
first  complete  year  of  the  operation  of  the  scheme, — rep- 
resented 82  per  cent,  of  the  domiciliary  confinements  in 
the  area. 

The  appended  statement  gives  the  ward  distribution 
and  certain  other  details  of  the  cases  completed  by  the 
Council’s  midwives  during  the  year  ; — 


Sister 

Midwives. 

1 

I 

1 
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Ward. 

Total 

Completed 

Cases. 

Complete  Domiciliary 
Confinements 

attended  as — 

Ante- 

natal 

attend- 

ance 

only. 

Abor- 

tions. 

Midwife. 

Maternity 

Nurse. 

1 .. 

....  213  ... 

...  200  ... 

2 .... 

11  

— 

2 .. 

98  ... 

81  ... 

— 

...  11  

6 

3 

72  ... 

64  ... 

— 

...  8 

— 

4 .. 

....  112  ... 

...  100  ... 

— 

...  8 

4 

5 

134  ... 

114  ... 

— 

...  11  

9 

6 .. 

....  149  ... 

...  134  ... 

— 

...  8 

7 

7 .. 

....  179  ... 

...  166  ... 

2 ... 

...  9 

2 

8 .. 

....  148  ... 

...  126  ... 

4 ... 

...  12  

6 

9 

....  126  ... 

...  104  ... 

7 

...  7 

8 

10  .. 

70  ... 

59  ... 

1 

...  6 — 

4 

11  .. 

....  196  ... 

...  148  ... 

8 ... 

...  29  

11 

Totals  .. 

1,497  ... 

...  1,296  ... 

...  24  ... 

...  120  

. 57 

£ s.  d. 

Full  value  of  services  indicated  above,  calcu- 
lated in  accordance  with  the  prescribed 


scale  of  fees  2,039  6 0 

Amount  remitted  by  Council  in  necessitous 

cases  889  11  0 

Amount  of  fees  payable  by  patients  or  persons 

responsible  for  their  maintenance  1,149  15  0 

Amount  of  fees  actually  collected  1,125  18  0 

Fees  outstanding  at  end  of  year  23  17  0 


The  administration  of  gas-air  analgesia  to  Women  in 
labour  was  carried  out  by  the  three  sister  midwives  in 
184  cases  during  the  year,  the  necessary  medical  certificates 
having  been  issued  as  laid  down  in  the  advisory  memoran- 
dum of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  which  contains  a con- 
dition requiring  that  “ the  patient  has  within  one  month 
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before  her  confinement  been  examined  by  a registered 
medical  practitioner  who  has  handed  to  the  midwife  a cer- 
tificate in  writing  that  the  patient  is  in  a fit  condition  for 
gas  and  air  administration,  and  one  other  person,  being  a 
state  certified  midwife,  or  a state  registered  nurse,  or  a 
senior  medical  student  or  a pupil  midwife,  is  present  at 
the  time  of  administration  in  addition  to  the  midwife 
in  charge  of  the  case.” 

Compensation  to  Midwives  ceasing  practice. — The  ap- 
pended statement  gives  particulars  regarding  13  independent 
midwives  who  availed  themselves  in  the  course  of  the  year 
of  the  provisions  of  Section  5 of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936, 
by  voluntarily  surrendering  their  certificates  and  claiming 
compensation  from  the  local  supervising  authority  : — 


No.  of 

Amount  of 

Ward. 

Midwives. 

Compensation. 

£ s.  d. 

1 

1 

32  14  6 

2 

3 

412  1 0 

4 

2 

443  5 3 

5 

1 

328  0 0 

8 

3 

576  16  6 

9 

2 

120  9 0 

10 

1 

226  8 6 

Totals 

13 

£2,139  14  9 

Of  the  £2,139  14s.  9d.  compensation  mentioned 

above  as  having  been  paid  to  the  midwives  concerned,  the 
sum  of  £39  10s.  Od.  was  recovered  from  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council  in  respect  of  emoluments  derived  by  two 
of  the  midwives  while  practising  in  the  County  area. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1938  the  number  of  Rhondda  midwives 
who  had  surrendered  their  certificates  since  the  operation 
of  the  Mid  wives  Act,  1936,  reached  a total  of  27,  while  the 
aggregate  amount  of  compensation  paid  was  £3,334  12s.  5d. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


Total  number  of  Deaths  6 

Death-rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  3.33 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  2 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Live  Births  1.11 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  Causes  4 

Death-rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  2.22 


The  term  “ maternal  mortality  ” relates  to  the  deaths 
of  mothers  from  conditions  peculiar  to  pregnancy  or  child- 
birth and  is  expressed  in  terms  of  the  ratio  which  the  number 
of  such  deaths  bears  to  each  thousand  of  the  total  live  births 
registered  in  the  area. 

The  number  of  maternal  deaths  certified  in  the 
Rhondda  during  the  year  1938  was  six,  giving  a maternal 
death-rate  of  3.33  per  1,000  live  births  ; the  corresponding 
ratio  in  the  previous  year  was  2.15.  If  the  ratio  was 
expressed  in  relation  to  total  live  and  stillbirths  the  figure 
for  1938  would  be  3.17  as  compared  with  2.07  recorded  in 
the  previous  year. 

Of  the  above  six  deaths  two  were  attributable  to 
sepsis,  following  induction  ot  labour  in  one  instance  and 
as  a complication  of  miscarriage  in  the  other  case.  The 
remaining  four  deaths  were  classified  as  due  to  “ other 
puerperal  causes,”  two  deaths  following  the  operation  of 
caesarean  section  on  account  of  contracted  pelvis  and  the 
other  two  caused  by  toxaemia  of  pregnaacy  accompanied 
in  one  instance  by  severe  and  uncontrollable  vomiting. 
Three  of  the  mothers,  whose  deaths  are  noted  above, 
attended  regularly  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  and  had  been 
admitted  to  hospital  for  treatment  on  the  recommendations 
of  the  medical  officers  at  the  clinics  ; one  mother  had 
attended  the  ante-natal  clinic  on  one  occasion  when  no 
untoward  complication  could  be  foreseen  whilst  the  re- 
maining two  mothers  had  not  attended  the  clinics  or  sought 
medical  advice  until  a condition  of  emergency  had  occurred . 

During  the  year  six  Women,  who  were  either  pregnant 
or  had  recently  been  confined,  died  from  causes  other  than 
those  peculiar  to  the  state  of  pregnancy  or  the  puerperal 
state,  such  as  nephritis,  pneumonia  and  Graves’  disease. 
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BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINIC. 

The  Birth  Control  Clinic  established  at  the  Carnegie 
Welfare  Centre,  Trealaw,  towards  the  end  of  1935  continued 
to  function  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Dr.  Sybil 
Morgan,  who  was  engaged  in  a part-time  capacity  and 
attended  on  alternate  Thursday  afternoons.  The  number 
of  new  patients  who  attended  during  the  year  amounted 
to  142  while  557  re-visits  were  made  so  that  the  total 
number  of  visits  amounted  to  699  — an  average  of  29.1 
per  session. 

Of  the  142  new  patients  who  attended  during  the  year 
98  were  deemed  to  be  in  necessitous  circumstances  and  were 
therefore  provided  with  contraceptive  appliances  free  of 
cost  while  the  remaining  44  patients  were  allowed  to  obtain 
such  appliances  at  cost  price. 

Attendance  at  these  clinics  was  limited  to  mothers 
specially  recommended  by  the  assistant  medical  officers 
at  the  welfare  centres  or  by  Dr.  R.  G.  Maliphant  following 
examinations  at  the  special  ante-natal  clinic  and  the  dis- 
covery of  conditions  which  rendered  further  pregnancy 
undesirable  in  the  mothers’  interests. 


The  appended  summary  gives  information  regarding 
the  principal  conditions  which  called  for  the  recommenda- 
tions made  under  these  arrangements  : — 


Severe  Anaemia 

Debility  

Bad  obstetric  history 
Nephritis 

Frequent  pregnancies 
Heart  Disease 
Hyperpiesia 
Rheumatism 
T uberculosis 
Other  causes 


41  cases. 


24 

12 

12 

10 

10 

8 

6 

4 

15 


Total 


142 
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CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 


No.  of  Children  Registered 


No.  of  Foster  Parents  Registered 


1st  Jan., 
1938. 

2 

2 


31st  Dec., 


1938. 
2 ■ 

2 


The  administration  of  the  Child  Life  Protection  Clauses 
contained  in  Part  VII.  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was 
continued  by  the  Council  during  the  year,  the  detailed 
arrangements  being  controlled  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  under  whose  direction  and  supervision  the  Super- 
vising Health  Visitor  acted  as  Child  Protection  Visitor. 

Two  children  and  two  foster  parents  remained  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  1938,  these  numbers  being  the  same 
as  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  names  of  three  new 
children  were  added  to  the  register  in  the  course  of  the  year 
but  a similar  number  of  children  ceased  to  be  subject  to 
registration  and  supervision,  one  having  attained  the  age 
of  nine  years,  one  being  legally  adopted  and  the  other 
returned  to  the  father's  care. 

Information  was  also  received  during  the  year  regarding 
three  other  cases  but  on  investigation  it  was  found  that 
the  circumstances  were  not  such  hs  to  require  notification 
to  the  Local  Authority. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  the  Child  Protection  Visitor 
paid  22  visits  of  inspection  to  the  homes  of  the  children 
whose  names  remained  on  the  register  and  in  each  case 
the  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Role  of  the  JOINT  COUNCIL  OF  MIDWIFERY  in  connection 
with  the  Council  s Maternity  Services. 

In  continuance  of  the  beneficent  activities  of  the 
National  Birthday  Trust  Fund  which,  through  the  good 
offices  of  Lady  Rhys  Williams,  Miskin  Manor,  have  been 
exercised  in  the  interests  of  mothers  in  this  district  during 
recent  years,  the  Joint  Council  of  Midwifery  provided  the 
following  quantities  of  special  foods,  which  were  distributed 
to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  from  the  Council’s  Wel- 
fare Centres  : — 


Marmite,  4oz.  jars.  5,153 

Ostermilk,  lbs.  4,860 

Colact,  tins  2,283 

Brandox,  8oz.  jars.  344 

Minadex,  2oz.  bottles  .u..  18 


Total  packages  12,658 


The  total  value  of  the  above-mentioned  foods  amounted 
to  £873  15s.  3d.  while  the  monthly  numbers  of  mothers 

who  benefited  varied  from  169  to  276,  with  an  average  of 
255  per  month. 

The  foods  were  supplied  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  medical  officers  at  the  Welfare  Centres  with  the  object 
of  reducing  the  incidence  of  malnutrition  and  especially 
for  the  purpose  of  combating  vitamin  deficiency  among 
necessitous  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 

At  the  request  of  the  Joint  Council  of  Midwifery  records 
Were  kept  of  all  the  cases  to  whom  these  special  foods  were 
supplied  and  the  comparative  figures  relating  to  the  maternal 
mortality,  stillbirth  rate  and  neo-natal  infantile  mortality 
appear  to  show  that  the  administration  of  these  foods, 
some  of  which  are  considered  to  possess  a high  vitamin 
content,  has  had  a favourable  influence.  During  the 


75 


eighteen  months  extending  from  the  1st  July,  1937,  to  the 
31st  December,  1938,  1,188  mothers  received  these  foods 
and  were  confined  whilst  1,681  mothers  who  had  not  received 
the  foods  were  also  confined  ; amongst  the  former  group 
the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  1.68  per  1,000  whilst  2.97 
per  1,000  of  the  latter  group  died  from  puerperal  causes  ; 
the  stillbirth  rates  in  these  two  groups  were  32  and  53.5 
per  1,000  respectively,  whilst  the  neo-natal  mortalities  were 
17.7  and  37.4  per  1,000  births,  respectively. 

The  personal  efforts  of  Lady  Rhys  Williams  also  enabled 
the  administration  of  a small  Samaritan  Fund  for  the 
provision  of  essential  articles  of  bed-clothing  or  other  gar- 
ments for  the  use  of  necessitous  mothers  during  their  con- 
finements ; the  articles  were  purchased  and  distributed 
by  Miss  Crabtree,  the  Supervising  Health  Visitor,  with  the 
assistance  of  a lady  who  was  a qualified  midwife  and,  though 
not  in  active  practice  in  the  district,  was  keenly  interested 
in  social  work. 
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SECTION  IV. 


SANITARY 

CIRCUMSTANCES. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

No  change  was  brought  about  in  the  public  waiter 
supplies  serving  the  district  during  the  year  under 
review.  The  upper  two-thirds  of  the  Rhondda  Fawr 
Valley,  with  the  exception  of  Cwmparc,  was  supplied  from 
the  Council’s  own  system  whilst  the  remainder  of  the  district 
was  provided  with  water  by  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda 
Joint  Water  Beard. 

Council’s  Supply. — This  suppty  was  adequate  during 
the  year  and  there  were  no  complaints  of  shortage  of 
Water.  According  to  information  obtained  from  Mr. 
Elwyn  Jones  the  Council’s  Gas  and  Water  Engineer,  the 
daily  consumption  per  head  of  the  population  supplied 
from  this  undertaking  was  17.9  gallons  of  which  0.9  gallon 
was  used  for  trade  purposes.  The  number  of  new  services 
installed  during  the  year  was  three. 

The  reports  on  the  analyses  of  samples  ot  water  ob- 
tained from  service  taps  on  this  supply  showed  that  on 
chemical  examination  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  organic 
contamination  but  the  bacteriological  examinations  showed 
a tendency  to  contamination  as  evidenced  by  the  presence 
of  Bacillus  Coli,  especially  during  the  late  summer  months. 
The  presence  of  the  latter  group  of  organisms  in  the  water 
indicated  the  need  for  safeguarding  the  supply  by  adequate 
purification  plant  and  during  the  course  of  the  year  the 
consultant  water  engineer  engaged  by  the  Council  sub- 
mitted proposals  for  the  installation  of  a system  of  purifica- 
tion but  these  proposals  had  not  been  accepted  and  approved 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Joint  Water  Board  Supply. — The  service  provided 
by  the  Board  during  the  year  continued  to  be  satisfactory 
and  no  complaints  relating  to  the  quantity  or  quality  of 
the  water  were  received  by  the  officers  of  the  Health  De- 
partment, 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  main  sewers  in  the  two  valleys  converge  and  unite 
at  Porth  to  form  a main  trunk  sewer,  which,  after  leaving 
the  district  at  Trehafod,  continues  as  a conduit  controlled 
by  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint  Sewerage  Board 
and  ultimately  discharges  into  the  Bristol  Channel. 

During  the  year  under  review  considerable  improve- 
ments in  the  sewerage  and  drainage  systems  were  effected 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  E.  Taylor,  the  Council’s  Engineer, 
with  the  financial  assistance  obtaine  d from  the  Commissioner 
for  the  Special  Areas. 

Amongst  the  works  completed  during  the  year  were  : — 
the  relaying  of  the  main  sewer  from  Wattstown  to  Ponty- 
gwaith,  together  with  all  the  defective  subsidiary  sewers, 
particularly  at  Pontygwaith  ; relaying  of  subsidiary  sewers 
at  Cwmparc  and  Treorchy,  and  reconstruction  of  the 
subsidiary  sewer  at  Trebanog  ; amongst  works  com- 
menced during  the  year  were  the  relaying  of  the  main 
sewer  from  the  top  of  Cardiff  Street,  Treorchy,  to  Gwen- 
doline Street,  Treherbert,  and  the  raising  of  the  main 
sewer  at  Britannia,  Porth,  where  subsidence  amounting 
to  a depression  of  three  and  a half  feet  had  taken  place  in 
recent  years. 

Extensive  works  in  connection  with  surface  water 
drainage  were  also  carried  out  at  Maerdy,  Tylorstown, 
Penygraig,  Gelli,  Porth  and  Stanleytown  resulting  in  con- 
siderable improvements  in  these  localities,  where  houses 
and  streets  were  frequently  liable  to  inundations  and 
damage  by  large  volumes  of  water  flowing  down  from  the 
hillsides  during  heavy  rain-storms. 

The  culverting  of  open  streams  was  also  carried  out 
at  Clydach  Vale,  Gelli  and  Tonypandy ; this  work  has 
greatly  improved  the  localities  concerned  as  the  sides  and 
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beds  of  these  streams  were  frequently  used  for  the  deposit 
of  household  refuse  and  garbage  whilst  the  filling  in  of  the 
ravines  after  culverting  the  streams  has  extended  the 
amount  of  open  spaces  which  in  the  course  of  time  will 
become  available  as  playgrounds  for  children  and,  in  some 
instances  also,  as  recreation  grounds  for  adults. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
the  majority  of  the  house  drainage  systems  in  the  district, 
previously,  known  as  “ combined  drains  ” have  become 
“ public  sewers  ” maintainable  by  the  Council  at  the  owners’ 
expense  and  under  these  provisions  Mr.  Taylor  and  his 
staff  dealt  with  168  defective  combined  drains,  serving  in 
the  aggregate  978  houses.  Prior  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  above  enactment  considerable  difficulty  was  frequently 
encountered  in  securing  speedy  attention  on  the  part  of 
owners  towards  remedying  defective  “ combined  drains  ” 
especially  in  instances  where  several  owners  were  involved 
in  respect  of  a single  " combined  drain,” 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  sanitary  inspectors  continued  to  exercise  vigilance 
with  the  view  of  preventing  the  deposition  of  household 
and  other  refuse  into  or  on  the  banks  of  the  rivers  and 
streams  flowing  through  the  district  and  householders 
were  frequently  warned  of  this  undesirable  practice  and 
of  the  consequent  liability  to  the  institution  of  legal  pro- 
ceedings ; unfortunately  this  practice  of  depositing  refuse 
was  usually  resorted  to  in  the  hours  of  darkness  and  in- 
variably it  has  been  difficult  to  identify  the  actual  culprits. 

The  main  rivers  are  also  subject  to  considerable  pol- 
lution from  the  collieries  and  more  especially  from  the  coal- 
washing  plants  which  have  been  installed  in  connection 
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with  most  of  the  large  collieries  in  the  district  ; repres- 
entations to  the  colliery  owners  have  in  the  past 
met  With  but  little  success  and  this  form  of  river  pollution 
cannot  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with  except  on  a regional 
basis  so  that  uniform  and  co-ordinated  action  may  be 
taken  by  all  the  local  authorities  in  the  coal-field. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  of  houses  within  the  Urban  District  un- 
connected with  the  sewerage  system  amounts  to  117. 

The  distribution  of  the  houses  remaining  unconnected 
is  shown  in  the  subjoined  table  : — 

Sanitary  District  No.  1 contains  16  unconnected  houses. 

„ 2 ,,  7 

„ 3 „ 16 

4 „ 1 

„ 5 „ 6 

6 „ 8 

„ 7 „ 47 

8 „ 9 

„ 9 7 

The  extent  and  character  of  the  means  of  excrement 
disposal  throughout  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  at  the 
end  of  1938  are  set  oat  in  the  appended  table,  which  is  a 
summary  compiled  from  the  returns  and  reports  furnished 
periodically  by  the  sanitary  inspectors  : — 

No.  of  Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  (middens, 


cesspits)  46 

No.  of  Privies  with  movable  receptacles  (pails)  31 

No.  of  Water  Closets  (fresh  water,  cistern  flushed)  25,885 

No.  of  Water  Closets  (waste  water)  — 

No.  of  Water  Closets  (hand  flushed)  ......  ......  2,400 
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Improvements  undertaken  from  year  to  year  serve  to 
transfer  some  houses  from  the  less  to  the  more  satisfactory 
types.  Thus  during  the  year  under  review  42  houses 
possessing  hand -flushed  closets  were  changed  into  those 
provided  with  cistern  flushed  conveniences.  Eight  water 
closets  were  also  provided  for  houses  hitherto  unprovided 
with  separate  conveniences. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  methods  adopted  for  the 
daily  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse,  this  work 
being  done  by  direct  labour,  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  Mr.  Eli  Taylor,  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Sur- 
veyor, throughout  the  whole  district  with  the  exception 
of  the  small  portion  situated  at  Gilfach  Goch  where  the  work 
was  undertaken  by  a private  contractor. 


Over  two-thirds  of  the  household  and  trade  refuse 
was  taken  to  the  Council’s  Refuse  Destructor  at  Dinas 
where  the  refuse  Was  destroyed  by  burning,  the  heat  pro- 
duced thereby  being  used  for  the  generation  of  electricity. 
The  remainder  of  the  refuse  was  deposited  on  selected  sites 
at  Blaenycwm  and  Maerdy  and,  more  especially,  near 
“ Brynamlwg,”  Tonypandy,  where  an  extensive  and  deep 
ravine  is  being  gradually  filled  and  levelled  for  the  purpose 
of  a playing  field. 


According  to  information  obtained  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Mr.  Eli  Taylor,  Surveyor  and  Engineer  to  the 
Council,  the  total  cost  of  the  collection  of  house  refuse  and 
its  cartage  to  the  tips  or  to  the  destructor  amounted  during 
the  year  ended  30th  September,  1938,  to  £21,130, 
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The  total  amount  is  equivalent  to  an  expenditure  of 
14/8  per  house  per  annum  as  compared  with  12/6,  16/2, 
21/10.6,  25/1,  20/10.4,  14/7.2,  12/9.2,  13/1.6,  12/0, 

12/2.6,  12/0.5,  10/5.7,  10/9.9,  11/8.3,  11/3,  12/5.4,  13/11.9, 
12/10.9,  13/11.8  and  14/6  for  the  year  1917-1918  to  1936-37 
respectively. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area  was  undertaken 
by  nine  sanitary  inspectors  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  the  assistance  of  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector.  Each  sanitary  inspector  undertakes 
the  duties  of  a sanitary  inspector,  including  housing  in- 
spections in  the  portion  of  the  district  allotted  to  him. 

The  following  summary  gives  information  relating  to 
the  work  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  during  the  year  under 
review  : — 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  Work  during  1938. 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health 


No.  of  Houses  served  by  defective  public  sewers 

(formerly  combined  drains)  978 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  investigated  1,167 

Revisits  to  infected  Houses,  including  Disinfections  5,142 
Visits  to  : — 

Unabated  Nuisances  and  Unremedied  Defects  13,985 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  1,284 

Slaughterhouses  3,176 

Bakehouses  476 

Common  Lodging-houses  74 

Ice  Cream  Vendors  115 

Fried  Fish  Shops  135 


84 


SANITARY  INSPECTION — Continued. 

Visits  to : — 

Factories  921 

New  Buildings  (Drains  of)  58 

Scavenging  Depots  684 

Re  Wastewater  210 

Back  lanes  935 

Piggeries  137 

Interviews  1,699 

Overcrowding  Surveys  5,563 

Rent  Book  Inspections  6,806 

Total  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  48,808 

House  Inspection  : — 

Preliminary  Notices  served  1,644 

Warning  Notices  served  13 

Statutory  Notices  served  1,440 

Work  done  without  Notice  763 

Notices  complied  with — Preliminary  476 

Statutory  780 

New  Buildings  Certified  8 

Drain  Connections  : — 

No.  of  Connections  made  7 

No.  of  Houses  connected  7 

Total  Houses  connected  to  date  28,740 

Total  Houses  unconnected  to  date  117 

Meat  destroyed  lbs.  16,051 

Meat  Offal  destroyed  lbs.  20,808 

Other  Foods  destroyed  lbs.  1,279 

During  the  year  1,657  informal  notices  and  1,440 
statutory  notices  were  served  relating  to  nuisances,  house 
repairs,  and  contravention  of  byelaws,  and  during  the  same 
period  work  was  carried  out  in  763  instances  without  the 
service  of  notice,  in  476  instances  following  informal  notices, 
and  in  780  instances  after  the  service  of  statutory  notices. 
These  figures  include  the  work  covered  by  the  table  on 
Housing  Statistics, 
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Legal  proceedings  against  two  owners  and  involving 
three  houses  were  concluded  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  (see  page  108). 

During  the  year  168  instances  (978  houses)  of  defective 
public  sewers  (formerly  known  as  combined  drains)  were 
referred  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  Council  for  attention,  in- 
volving 153  sewers  serving  888  houses.  One  such  sewer 
serving  two  houses  was  also  dealt  with  after  the  service  of 
formal  statutory  notice  upon  the  owner.  The  revised 
procedure  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1937,  enables  the 
Council  to  deal  with  drains  serving  two  or  more  houses  by 
a comhined  operation  as  public  sewers  the  cost  of  mainten- 
ance of  which  is  borne  by  the  owners  involved.  The 
Department  of  the  Surveyor  of  the  Council  undertakes  the 
necessary  work. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYELAWS,  REGULATIONS  or  ORDERS. 

There  are  278  premises  in  the  district  which  are  con- 
trolled by  Byelaws,  Regulations  or  Orders,  a reduction 
of  13  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  seven  having 
been  bakehouses,  and  six  having  been  in  the  group  of  cow- 
sheds, dairies  and  milkshops.  The  number  and  character 
of  the  premises  are  given  in  the  detailed  summary  below. 
In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  39  premises  from  which 
milk  is  sold  only  in  sealed  and  unopened  bottles,  and  10 
premises  (Milk  Shops)  where  milk  is  sold  only  for  con- 
sumption on  the  premises,  both  these  categories  being  exempt 
from  registration  as  dairies.  (See  “ Milk,”  page  120). 
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Detailed  Summary  of  Premises  subject  to  Byelaws, 
Regulations  or  Orders,  and  requiring  periodical  inspection. 


Description. 

Sanitary  Distric 

is. 

Total. 

1 

2 

3 

1 4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Bakehouses 

12 

12 

10 

10 

8 

11 

9 

4 

15 

91 

Cowsheds 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

4 

24 

Dairies  and  Milk- 
shops 

20 

19 

16 

14 

16 

15 

12 

13 

17 

142 

Common  Lodging 
Houses 

3 

1 

4 

Slaughter  Houses 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

14 

Offensive  Trades 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

38 

35  i 

1 

35 

28 

29 

30 

25 

21 

37 

278 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

It  is  not  considered  that  any  of  the  houses  in  the 
district  are  of  such  nature  as  co  require  control  under  bye- 
laws made  under  Section  90  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
as  now  incorporated  in  Section  6 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

One  rag  and  bone  business  is  established  in  Trealaw, 
with  the  written  consent  of  the  Council  under  Section  112 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  which  has  been  superseded 
by  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  number  of  registered  common  lodging-houses 
in  the  district  remained  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year, 
three  being  at  Ystrad  and  one  at  Dinas,  with  a total  accom- 
modation for  145  persons. 

Frequent  periodical  visits  were  paid  to  the  common 
lodging-houses  by  Inspectors  D.  J.  Owen  and  Gwilym 
Griffiths,  in  whose  districts  the  lodging-houses  were  situated, 
and,  as  occasion  arose,  by  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  T. 
Osborne  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  The  total  visits 
paid  by  the  two  district  inspectors  concerned  amounted 
to  74  during  the  year. 

Speaking  generally  the  premises  were  found  to  be  con- 
ducted satisfactorily.  No  complaint  was  received  during 
the  year  nor  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  action  respecting 
any  one  of  the  houses  concerned.  All  the  houses  are 
registered  for  a period  of  twelve  months,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  Council  Act, 
1905.  The  necessity  of  renewing  periodically  the  regis- 
tration of  their  premises  doubtlessly  serves  as  an  additional 
controlling  influence  over  the  keepers,  and  a similar  prov- 
ision has  been  made  in  Section  238  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 

List  of  Common  Lodging-houses  in  the  District. 


Authorised 

Situation  of  Premises.  No.  of  Lodgers. 

120  William  Street,  Ystrad  42 

126  William  Street,  Ystrad  19 

1 Gelligaled  Road,  Ystrad  11 

Old  Brithweunydd  Hotel,  Dinas  73 

Total  accommodation  145 
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SHOPS. 


Number  ol  Shops  in  the  district  in  1937  2,170 

New  Shops  established  in  1938  125 

Shops  removed  from  Register  in  1938  211 

Net  decrease  ot  Shops  in  1938  86 

Number  of  Shops  in  district  in  1938  2,084 

Number  of  Shops  subject  to  a Local  Closing  Order  937 

Number  of  Shops  in  which  Assistants  are  employed  893 

Number  of  Shops  exempted  from  Weekly  Half- 

Holiday  Order  971 

Number  of  Shops  exempted  from  Weekly  Half- 
Holiday  Order  and  in  which  Assistants  are 

employed  320 

Number  of  Assistants  in  exempted  Shops  518 

Number  of  Shops  and  other  premises  or  businesses 
in  which  Young  Persons  are  employed  other 

than  as  Shop  Assistants  364 

Number  of  Young  Persons  employed  other  than 

as  Shop  Assistants  473 

Legal  Proceedings  taken  under  Shops  Acts  during 

1938  25 


During  1938  the  number  of  new  shops  registered  in  the 
district  amounted  to  125  but  the  closure  of  211  previously- 
existing  businesses  resulted  in  a net  reduction  of  86  in  the 
number  of  shops,  which  at  the  end  of  the  year  stood  at  2,084. 
The  category  mainly  affected  was  that  which  embraced 
sweet  shops  and  mixed  businesses  which  had  diminished 
by  29  while  in  the  case  of  bazaars  and  fancy  dealers  the 
records  showed  a net  increase  of  two  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  number  of  assistants  employed  in  shops  showed 
a reduction  of  100,  the  total  of  2,025  at  the  end  of  the  year 
comprising  1,166  males  and  859  females,  22.6  per  cent,  of 
the  former  and  27.2  per  cent,  of  the  latter  being  under  18 
years  of  age. 
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In  addition  to  the  2,025  assistants  employed  in  shops 
there  were  473  young  persons  under  18  years  of  age  Who, 
though  not  ordinarily  classifiable  as  shop  assistants,  were 
employed  in  circumstances  which  rendered  their  conditions 
of  service  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934, 
which  is  mainly  concerned  with  the  hours  of  employment 
of  young  persons  who  are  employed  in  or  about  the  business 
of  wholesale  or  retail  shops  or  elsewhere  in  connection  with 
wholesale  or  retail  business,  and  with  the  arrangements  in 
shops  and  warehouses  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
workers  employed  therein. 

The  employment  by  the  Council  of  two  full-time  in- 
spectors for  the  purpose  of  the  detailed  administration  of 
the  Shops  Acts  made  it  possible  to  ensure  that  there  was 
on  the  whole  a reasonable  regard  for  the  provisions  of  the 
Acts  and  the  Closing  Orders  made  thereunder.  The 
appointments  of  these  two  inspectors  are  governed  in 
respect  of  approximately  one-fourth  of  their  time  by  the 
sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935, 
and  they  are  thus  enabled  to  take  action  with  a view  to 
securing  the  observance  of  those  provisions  of  the  Shops 
Act,  1934,  in  regard  to  ventilation,  temperature  and  sanitary 
conveniences,  which  are  enforceable  by  the  Council  as  a 
Sanitary  Authority. 

The  following  summary  provides  information  as  to  the 
main  activities  ot  the  two  inspectors  during  the  year  : — 


Observation  Duty — Number  of  hours  2,461 

Primary  routine  inspections  of  shops  31 

Re-inspections  of  shops  1,562 

Visits  to  Shops  : — 

Regarding  hours  of  employment,  meal  times, etc.  1,318 

For  Deregistration  94 

Regarding  unsound  Food  1 

Other  visits  831 

Number  of  warnings  given  454 

Number  of  attendances  at  Police  Courts  37 
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In  the  course  of  the  primary  routine  inspections  carried 
out  in  the  125  newly-opened  shops,  a survey  was  made  in 
each  case  of  the  sanitary  and  other  conditions  obtaining 
therein  and  1,562  re-inspection  visits  were  paid  to  893  shops 
for  the  purpose  of  reviewing  the  conditions.  As  a result 
of  these  inspections  and  re-inspections  it  was  found 
necessary  in  47  cases  to  serve  preliminary  notices  upon  the 
responsible  persons  in  accordance  with  Section  10  of  the 
Shops  Act,  1934,  the  number  of  defects  embraced  by  such 
notices  amounting  to  64. 

The  appended  statement  provides  details  of  the  de- 
fects discovered  as  well  as  of  the  number  reported  as  being 
remedied  during  the  year  but  in  the  latter  connection  it 
should  be  noted  that  in  some  instances  the  remedial  works 
were  carried  out  in  response  to  notices  served  prior  to  1938> 


Number  of  Defects. 

Nature  of  Defect. 

Discovered 

during 

1938. 

Remedied 

during 

1938. 

Failure  to  provide  and  maintain  suitable 
and  sufficient — 

Means  of  ventilation 

Means  of  providing  a reasonable 
temperature 

18 

16 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

Not  provided  

16 

7 

Not  maintained 

10 

8 

Means  of  lighting  

— 

— 

Washing  facilities  

20 

13 

Facilities  for  the  taking  of  meals 

Total  number  of  defects  

64 

44 

Number  of  shops  involved  

47 

36 

One  of  the  chief  difficulties  experienced  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  sanitary  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934, 
arises  from  the  absence  of  a recognised  standard  or  set  of 
standards  for  the  purpose  of  determining  what  constitutes 
a “ reasonable  temperature  ” for  the  various  classes  of 
shops.  The  injurious  effect  of  excessive  warmth  upon  the 
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keeping  qualities  cf  certain  commodities  tends  to  create 
a reluctance  on  the  part  of  some  business  proprietors  to 
maintain  a sufficient  degree  of  temperature  for  the  comfort 
of  the  assistants  employed  in  the  shop.  In  a number  of 
these  instances  it  has  been  necessary  to  exercise  continued 
supervision  and  persistent  pressure  in  order  to  secure  the 
desired  improvement  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  in  some 
cases  the  provision  already  made  may  yet  be  found  in- 
adequate and  will  require  to  be  augmented  during  periods 
of  extremely  cold  weather. 

No  application  under  Section  10  (6)  of  the  Shops  Act, 
1934,  was  received  during  the  year  for  a certificate  of 
exemption  from  the  obligation  to  provide  and  maintain 
suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing 
facilities  respectively  for  the  use  of  persons  employed  in 
or  about  a shop. 

Some  attention  was  paid  by  the  inspectors  to  the 
operation  of  the  Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restriction)  Act, 
1936,  but  although  the  Act  legalises  Sunday  trading  to  a 
far  greater  extent  than  was  previously  permitted  it  was 
not  found  that  there  had  in  fact  been  any  considerable 
increase  in  the  extent  to  which  shops  were  kept  open  for 
the  serving  of  customers  on  Sundays. 

As  a result  of  reports  submitted  by  the  shops  inspectors, 
legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  25  offences  against  the  Shops  Acts  and  the  Orders  made 
thereunder,  fines  being  imposed  in  12  instances,  eight 
defendants  being  discharged  on  payment  of  costs  and  five 
cases  being  dismissed,  the  total  amount  of  fines  and  costs 
imposed  amounting  to  £8  2s.  Od.  Sixteen  of  the  cases 

arose  from  the  employment  of  young  persons  in  excess  of 
the  maximum  weekly  hours  or  beyond  the  time  stipulated 
in  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  four  from  failure  to  comply  with 
the  prescribed  closing  hours  for  shops,  three  from  employing 
shop  assistants  on  the  weekly  half-holiday,  and  two  from 
failure  to  exhibit  the  required  notices  regarding  the  number 
of  hours  of  employment  of  young  persons. 
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FACTORIES. 

The  Factories  Act,  1937,  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  July,  1938,  and  continues  in  general  outline  the  previous 
allocation  of  duties  as  between  the  Factory  Inspectorate 
and  Local  Authorities  in  the  enforcement  of  requirements 
with  regard  to  health  and  safety.  The  old  distinction 
between  a factory  and  a workshop  has  been  abolished,  and 
the  expression  “ workshop  ” has  disappeared,  only  one 
term,  “factory”,  being  employed.  For  certain  purposes, 
however,  a distinction  is  drawn  in  the  new  Act  between 
factories  where  mechanical  power  is  used  and  factories 
where  mechanical  power  is  not  used.  Broadly  speakihg, 
it  is  still  the  duty  of  local  authorities  to  enforce  the  prov- 
isions with  regard  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature, 
ventilation,  and  the  drainage  of  floors  in  establishments 
where  mechanical  power  is  not  used,  and  they  still  have 
special  functions  relative  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire, 
the  keeping  of  lists  of  outworkers,  and  the  taking  of  steps  to 
prevent  the  carrying  out  of  homework  in  unwholesome 
premises.  The  requirements  of  the  provisions  relating  to 
sanitary  conveniences  in  factories  is  now  enforceable 
in  all  areas  by  the  local  authorities.  This  involves  no 
change  in  the  Rhondda  as,  by  virtue  of  the  adoption  of 
Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, 
such  requirements  were  already  enforceable  by  the  local 
authority  in  respect  of  factories  either  with  or  without 
mechanical  power. 

Certain  provisions  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  relating  to  bakehouses  are  now  treated  as  appertaining 
to  Public  Health  law  rather  than  to  the  Factories  Acts 
and  their  administration  was  some  years  ago  transferred 
from  the  Home  Office  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  These 
provisions  are  not  re-enacted  in  the  main  body  of  the  new 
Factories  Act  but  are  reproduced  in  a Schedule  thereto, 
and  are  given  operative  effect  by  the  Act  pending  further 
Public  Health  legislation  to  supersede  them  altogether, 
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The  total  number  of  premises  in  the  district  affected 
by  the  Factories  Act  is  778,  made  up  as  shown  below  : — 


With  Without 

Total.  mechanical  mechanical 
power.  power. 

Factoiies  685  232  453 

Building  Operations  1 1 — 

Engineering  Construction  — — — 

Outworkers  1 — 1 

Bakehouses  91  29  62 


778  262  516 


476  visits  to  bakeho nses  and  821  visits  to  other  premises 
were  made  by  the  sanitary  inspectors  in  the  course  of  the 
year. 

The  subjoined  tables,  including  those  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  afford  statistical  information  regarding 
the  trades  carried  on  at  the  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies, 
the  inspections  made  during  the  year,  the  defects  found  and 
the  result  of  action  taken  in  connection  therewith. 
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1.— Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of 

PREMISES. 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tions. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

480 

2 

... 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

441 

... 

... 

♦Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  build- 
ing and  engineering  con- 
struction but  not  including 
outworkers’  premises) 

♦Electrical  Stations  reckoned 
as  factories. 

Totals 

921 

2 

... 
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2.—  Defects  found. 


Number  of 
Defects. 

.a  g 

» rfi  £ • 

Particulars. 

Found. 

f Remedied. 

Referred  to 
h.m.  Insp'tor 

No.  of  defect 
respect  of  w 
prosecutions 
instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6)  

1 

1 

T.. 

... 

'Insufficient 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Sanitary 

conveniences 

Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

1 

(S)  7.) 

Not  separate  for 
. sexes 

1 

1 

Other  offences — 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Fac- 
tories and  Workshops  Transfer 
iof  Powers)  Order,  1921,  and  re- 
enacted in  the  Third  Schedule 
to  the  Factories  Act,  1937.) 

• •• 

3 

2 

... 

• •• 

N.B. — OUTWORKERS. — As  no  outworkers  engaged  in  unwhole- 
some premises  were  discovered  during  the  year,  the 
Home  Office  Table  relating  thereto  has  not  been  re- 
produced in  this  Report. 
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RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  AND  1928. 

No  sample  of  rag  flock  was  submitted  for  analysis 
during  the  year  under  review.  Arrangements  for  the 
analysis  of  samples  existed  with  the  authorities  controlling 
the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  but 
no  industry  in  which  rag  flock  is  used  to  any  appreciable 
extent  has  been  established  in  the  district. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

There  are  no  recognised  camping  sites  in  the  district 
and  consequently  no  licences  were  issued  by  the  Authority 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Under  Section  2 of  the  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abate- 
ment) Act,  1926,  a bye-law  relating  to  the  emission  of  black 
smoke  continued  in  operation  in  the  district  ; the  bye- 
law provides  as  follow  — 

“ that  the  emission  of  black  smoke  for  a period 
of  two  minutes  in  the  aggregate  within  any  continuous 
period  of  thirty  minutes  from  any  one  chimney  in  a 
building  other  than  a private  dwelling-house  shall, 
until  the  contrary  is  proved,  be  presumed  to  be  a 
nuisance.” 

The  sanitary  inspectors  made  frequent  observations 
on  stacks  pertaining  to  collieries  and  other  buildings  but  no 
direct  contraventions  of  the  bye-law  were  observed. 
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Complaints  arising  from  the  emission  of  gritty  particles 
from  a colliery  stack  at  Porth  were  received  during  the 
year  and  much  inconvenience  was  caused  to  householders 
and  tradesmen  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  colliery  was 
Working  under  considerable  difficulties  and  efforts  were 
being  made  to  control  the  nuisance,  so  that  towards  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  there  Was  some  abatement  of  the 
condition. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

Four  open-air  public  swimming  baths  have  been 
constructed  in  the  district,  namely,  those  situated  at  the 
Gelligaled  Park,  Ystrad  ; Bronwydd  Park,  Porth  ; 
Darran  Park,  Ferndale  ; and  in  the  Park  at  Treherbert. 
These  pools  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  public  water 
supplies  and,  when  in  use,  the  water  undergoes  constant 
purification  by  coagulation,  sand  filtration  and  chlorination 
together  with  the  addition  of  ammonia  when  necessary. 

Effective  chlorination  of  the  water  was  regularly 
checked  by  the  application  of  colorimetric  methods  and 
occasionally  samples  of  the  water  were  examined  by 
bactei iological  methods.  Each  pool  was  supervised  by 
a manager  who  was  familiar  with  the  colorimetric 
methods  of  testing  the  water  and  possessed  cer- 
tificates of  proficiency  in  first  aid  and  life  saving. 
During  the  year  under  review  no  serious  untoward  incidents 
occurred  in  the  pools,  though  they  were  extensively  used  by 
the  younger  members  of  the  public  and  by  swimming  clubs, 
and  no  outbreak  of  infectious  or  contagious  disease  attribu- 
table to  bathing  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Health 
Department. 

The  privately-owned  swimming  pool  at  Wattstown 
was  also  kept  under  observation  during  the  year  ; this 
pool,  having  been  constructed  under  the  auspices  of  the 
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Miners’  Welfare  Fund,  was  not  used  to  such  a great  extent 
as  the  above-mentioned  pools  and  the  water  is  maintained 
in  a fair  stats  of  purity  by  frequent  emptying  and  refilling 
from  a covered  reservoir  situated  on  the  mountain-side. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

During  the  year  under  review  nineteen  houses  were 
found  to  be  infestea  with  bed  bugs,  one  of  these  houses  being 
a Council  house.  All  these  houses-  were  disinfested.  In 
several  instances  the  infestation  was  not  heavy  and  treat- 
ment by  washing  with  soap  and- soda  and  hot  water  and 
fumigation'  with  formaldehyde  vapour  was  successful. 
In  -eight  instances  the  walls  and  crevices  were  sprayed 
with  zaldecyde  fluid  and  in  five  instances  the  blow-lamp 
was  also  used.  There  were  few  changes  in  the  tenancies  of 
Council  houses  during  the  year  and  no  special  measures 
were  taken  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of  prospective 
tenants  were  free  from  vermin  until  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  when  routine  inspections  were  commenced  and  steps 
were  taken  to  ensure  that  all  vacated  houses  were  rendered 
free  from  vermin,  if  infested,  Whilst  the  belongings  of  in- 
coming tenants  were  inspected.  The  work  of  disinfestation 
was  carried  out  by  the  owners  under  the  supervision  and 
guidance  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  who  also  gave  advice 
to  the  tenants  regarding  the  prevention  of  re-infestation. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

The  Council  as  the  local  authority  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  above  Act  has  deferred  the  appoint- 
ment of  a special  officer  to  undertake  the  duties  imposed 
by  the  Act.  The  outdoor  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
has,  however,  offered  advice  and  rendered  assistance  to 
occupiers  or  owners  of  premises  invaded  by  rats  and  mice. 
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During  National  Rat  Week  the  illustrated  posters  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  were  displayed 
in  public  places  throughout  the  district  and  copies  of  the 
Advisory  Leaflet  No.  49  were  distributed  to  libraries, 
clubs,  proprietors  and  managers  of  stores  or  premises 
where  foodstuffs  were  kept  ; these  measures  revived 
activity  in  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  and  many 
inquiries  were  received  at  the  Health  Department  seeking 
further  advice  and  assistance. 


PUBLIC  MORTUARY. 

Facilities  for  the  reception  of  bodies  and  the  perform- 
ance of  post-mortem  examinations  continued  to  be  available 
at  the  Public  Mortuary  situated  near  Oakland  Terrace, 
Ferndale. 

During  the  year  five  bodies  were  placed  in  the  Mortuary 
and  four  post-mortem  examinations  were  carried  out. 


Bye-laws  with  respect  to  the  management  of  the 
mortuary  and  post-mortem  room,  in  accordance  with  the 
model  bye-laws  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  were  also 
adopted  by  the  Council  under  the  provisions  of  Section  198 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  became  operative  on 
the  1st  August,  1938. 


The  local  hospitals  are  all  provided  with  mortuary 
accommodation  to  meet  their  own  needs  and  in  some 
instances  these  mortuaries  are  used  for  the  reception  of  the 
bodies  of  persons  who  have  died  outside  the  institutions. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  medical  staff  of  the  Department,  when  visiting 
the  schools  for  the  purpose  of  medical  inspection,  also 
undertake  an  inspection  of  the  general  structural  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  school  buildings  and  any  defects 
thus  discovered  are  referred  to  the  Director  of  Education 
for  attention.  During  recent  years  considerable  improve- 
ments have  been  carried  out  in  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  schools  ; in  many  of  the  schools  the  old  trough  closet 
systems  have  been  replaced  by  ranges  of  pedestal  pans  and 
washing  facilities  have  been  modernised  ; greater  attention 
has  also  been  given  to  the  painting  of  the  schools  and  the 
cleaning  of  windows  whilst  many  of  the  playgrounds  ha\e 
been  re-laid.  All  the  schools  in  the  district  are  provided 
with  Water  obtained  either  from  the  Council’s  suppty  or 
that  provided  by  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint 
Water  Board. 

During  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  scarlet  fever 
was  prevalent  amongst  the  school  population  and  special 
investigations  were  carried  out  in  connection  with  incidence 
of  this  disease  particularly  at  the  schools  at  Tylorstown, 
Treorchy,  Treherbert,  Trehafod,  Porth  and  Cwmparc. 
A number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  was  notified  amongst  the 
children  attending  the  Hendrefadog  School,  Tylorstown,  in 
May  and  a special  enquiry  was  made  to  ascertain  the  presence 
of  any  “ carriers  ” of  diphtheria  organisms  amongst  the 
pupils. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  measles,  whooping  cough 
and  chicken  pox  the  attendance  at  the  Infants  Departments 
in  several  schools  in  the  district  was  seriously  reduced  and 
the  medical  staff  undertook  special  inquiries  at  these  schools 
and  advised  the  teachers  regarding  the  precautions  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection;  leaflets  dealing 
with  these  diseases  were  also  distributed  for  the  information 
of  the  parents. 
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REPORTS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  statistical  matter,  the  ^ 
following  subjects  were  dealt  with  in  reports  placed  before 
the  Council  during  the  year  : — - 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 

Agriculture  Act,  1937,  Part  IV.  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and 
Orders.  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 — Circular  1685 

(Wales). 

Caretakers — Wages  of 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever  (6). 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  and  Adenoids — Operative  Treatment. 

Clerical  Assistance. 

Clinic  Caretakers — Wages  of. 

Closet  Accommodation — Provision  of. 

Conveyance  of  Patients  from  Isolation  Hospital. 

Dangerous  and  Dilapidated  Building. 

Death-rate  for  1938. 

Dental  Treatment. 

Demolition  Orders  not  complied  with  (5). 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Diphtheria — Prevalence  of  (3). 

Expenditure — Comparative  Statements  (5). 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Health  Visitors’  Training — Circular  1694  (Wales). 

Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation  (4). 

Housing  Act,  1935 — Abatement  of  Overcrowding. 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Certificates  of  Authority. 

Housing — Empty  Dwellings. 

Housing  Programme  (2). 

Independent  Midwives — Gratuitous  Supply  of  Disinfectants. 
Maternal  Mortality — Circular  1622  (Wales). — Specialist 
Services  (2). 

Maternal  Mortality — Circular  1705  (Wales). — Medical  Prac- 
titioners Called  in  by  Midwives. 
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REPORTS  DURING  THE  YEAR — Continued. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare — Circular  1519  (Wales). — 
Supply  of  Milk  and  Other  Foods. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare — Revised  Scales  of  Necessit- 
tousness. 

Midwifery  Training — Circular  1693  (Wales). — Exchequer 
Grant. 

Midwives  Act,  1936— Compensation  to  Midwives  Ceasing 
Practice  (7). 

Midwives  Act,  1936 — Remission  of  Fees  for  the  Services 
of  Municipal  Midwives. 

Midwives  Act,  1936 — Section  7. — Courses  of  Instruction 
for  -Practising  Midwives. 

Midwives’  Fees — Payment  by  Council. 

Milk  Purveyors — Applications  for  Registration  (4). 

Milk  Assistance  Scheme— Expenditure  (10). 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders — Applications  for  Li- 
cences. 

Municipal  Midwifery  Service — Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

Municipal  Midwifery  Service — Observations  on  the  Service. 

Office  Equipment— Duplicating  Machine. 

Old  NantgWyn  Colliery  Tip — Offensive  Fumes. 

Orthopaedic  Scheme. 

Physically  Defective  Children  (6) . 

Post-Mortem  Room  and  Mortuary,  Fern  date  (2). 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Section  24 — Public  Sewers 
(Formerly  known  as  Combined  Drains). 

Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations,  1938 — Circular  1677. 

Public  Sewer  serving  Nos.  22  and  23  Bute  Street,  Treorchy. 

Pubic  Sewer  serving  Nos.  51,  52,  53  and  54  Greenmeadow, 
Pienrhiwfer. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Scarlet,  Fever  (4). 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 — Licensing  of  Slaughtermen. 
—Applications  for  Licences  (3). 

Small  Pox — Circular  1724  (Wales)  and  Memo.  215  /Med. 
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REPORTS  DURING  THE  YEAR — Continued. 

Travelling  Expenses  of  Necessitous  Persons  attending 
Welfare  Centres  (2). 

Tydu,  High  Street,  Cymmer — Drainage,  etc. 

Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital— Appointment  of  Matron. 

Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital — Certificates  in  Fever  Nursing. 

Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital — Condition  of  Pavilion  (3). 

Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital— Conditions  of  Service  of 
Domestic  Staff,  etc.  (2). 

Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital — -Mechanical  Respiration  Ap- 
paratus^(“  Iron  Lung  .”). 

Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital — Radio  Relay  Service. 

Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital — Services  of  Ear  Nose  and 
Throat  Specialist. 

Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital — Wages  of  Workmen. 

Water  Supplies — Circular  1684.— Purification. 

Water  Supplies  of  Waunarw  Road  and  Pond  Row,  Dinas. 

W ater  Supplies  of  Palmers  Row  and  Windsor  Terrace, 
Trebanog. 

Water  Supply  of  tenement  over  No.  44  Treharne  Street, 
Pentre. 

Welfare  Centre,  Ystrad — Appointment  of  Caretaker. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889  ; the 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ; and  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  TIL  , were  adopted 
by  the  Rhondda  Council  from  the  1st  January,  1894; 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  from  the  28th  April, 
1909;  Sections  13,  14  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  21, -23,  24,  26, 
27,  28,  30,  31,  32,  33,  and  35  of  Part  II.  and  the  whole  of 
Parts  HI  , IV.  and-  V.  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
from  the  1st  September,  1930  ; Sections  22,  25  and  29  of 
Part  II.  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  from  the  1st  April, 
1931  ; and  Sections  39,  40,  41  and  42  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  from  the  18th  January,  1932. 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  and  nature 
of  the  instances  in  which  the  Department’s  activities  led 
to  proceedings  at  the  Local  Courts  of  Justice  in  the  course 
of  the  year  1938. 


I 

l 

Court. 

1 

Result. 

■ 

1 <2 
8 
o 

0 

s, 

| Ystrad. 

Porth. 

Fines. 

Ordered  to  | 
pav  Costs.  1 

Dismissed. 

Amount 

of 

Fines 

and 

Costs. 

Shops  Act,  1912 

I £ s.  d. 

Employing  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 

3 

2 

1 

... 

2 

1 , 

0 8 0 

Shops  Act,  1934  — 

Employing  an  assistant  un- 
der 1 8 years  of  age  after 

10  p.m 

14 

12 

2 

10 

3 

1 

6 2 0 

Employing  an  assistant  under 
18  years  of  age  for  more 
than  48  hours  a week 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 10  0 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re 
number  of  hours  in  week 
during  which  young  per- 
sons may  be  employed  ... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

0 4 0 

Shops  Acts,1 928  and  1936 

(Hours  of  Closing)  : — 

Selling  after  Closing  Time  in 
a shop  ... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 10  0 

Selling  non-exempted  articles 
during  prohibited  hours 
in  a shop 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 8 0 

25 

19 

6 

12 

8 

5 

8 2 0 

Public  Health  Act:  — 

Unabated  Nuisances  ... 

(a)  3 

3 

. . • 

. . • 

3 

• • * 

0 11  0 

28 

22 

6 

12 

11 

5 

8 13  0 

(a)  Woik  carried  out. 


SECTION  V. 


HOUSING. 
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HOUSING. 

There  was  no  appreciable  change  in  the  housing  con- 
ditions in  the  district  during  1938.  The  emigration  of 
the  population  as  indicated  by  the  diminution,  amounting 
to  over  2,000  persons,  in  the  estimated  population  between 
midsummer,  1937,  and  midsummer,  1938,  naturally  resulted 
in  some  abatement  of  overcrowding,  especially  in  instances 
where  young  adult  members  of  large  families  left  the  district. 
Notwithstanding  the  continued  decrease  in  the  population 
it  was  found  during  a survey  carried  out  at  the  end  of  the 
the  year  that  only  145  dwelling-houses  were  vacant  of  which 
111  were  situated  in  Wards  10  and  11,  and  in  only  43 
instances  there  existed  dwelling  accommodation  unoccupied 
in  conjunction  with  vacant'  business  premises.  In  Wards 
1 to  8,  inclusive,  there'  was  a dearth  of  vacant  dwelling- 
houses  offering  alternative  accommodation  to  families  who 
were  living  under  conditions  of  overcrowding  or  who  were 
desirous  of  changing  their  place  of  residence. 

Of  the  249  dwellings  known  to  be  overcrowded  at  the 
end  of  the  year  130  were  separately-occupied  portions  of 
houses  known  as  “ apartment-dwellings/' 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Council  gave  further 
consideration  to  the  closure  of  cellar-dwellings  in  the  district 
and  it  was  decided  to  erect  sufficient  houses  to  provide 
accommodation  for  families  who  would  be  displaced  by  the 
closure  of  all  the  separately-occupied  under-tenements  in 
'Ward  7 ; the  proposal  however  had  not  been  brought  into 
effect  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  5,563  houses  were  surveyed 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  “ permitted  nubmer  ” of  persons 
which  could  be  accommodated  therein  in  accordance  wdth 
the  overcrowding  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
and  certificates  prescribing  the  “ permitted  number  ” of 
persons  were  issued  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  3,517 
dwellings  during  the  year. 
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Eight  houses  were  passed  for  occupation  in  the  course  of 
the  year  and  plans  of  four  dwelling-houses  were  approved 
during  that  period. 

Closing  Orders  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  were  made 
in  respect  of  underground  rooms  in  six  houses  in  the  course 
of  the  year. 

Seven  demolition  orders  were  made  during  the  year 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  five  houses  were  demol- 
ished during  the  year  as  a result  of  Demolition  Orders — 
two  by  owners  and  three  by  the  Council  in  default  of  the 
owners. 

Three  houses  were  made,  fit  before  formal  notice  of 
Demolition  was  issued. 

During  the  year  under  review  2,019  houses  were  repaired 
as  the  result  of  informal  action  by  the  officers  of  the  Council 
or  as  the  consequence  of  the  service  of  notices  requiring 
the  abatement  of  nuisances  arising  from  the  conditions 
of  disrepair  of  the  houses  in  respect  of  which  the  notices 
were  served  ; the  corresponding  number  of  houses  re- 
paired in  1937  was  2,472. 

The  following  summary  gives  details  of  the  nuisances 
and  defects  remedied  in  the  course  of  the  year  : — 

1.  Slop  Sink. 

a.  Waste  pipe  repaired  or  disconnected  22 


2.  Water  Closet. 

a.  Provision  of  new  w.c.  8 

b.  Walls,  roofs,  doors,  floors,  etc.,  repaired  356 

c.  Flushing  appliances  repaired 182 

d.  Flushing  appliances  provided  ......  42 

e.  Pans  renewed  or  provided  ......  ......  81 

f.  Ventilation  provided  ;.....  ] 

g.  Water  supply  provided  ......  - 18 
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3.  House. 

a.  External  walls,  woodwork,  etc.,  repaired  937 

b.  Internal  walls,  woodwork,  floors,  etc.,  repaired  577 

c.  Dampness  abated  by  removal  of  earth  7 

d.  Bedroom  ventilated  34 

e.  Windows  made  openable  42 

f.  Pantry  or  Food  safe  provided  25 

g.  Sufficient  light  provided  in  pantry  1 

h.  Water  supply  provided  18 

i.  Light  for  basement  stairs  provided  10 

j.  Internal  communication  to  basement  estab- 

lished or  re-established  4 

4.  Drains. 

a.  Lip  trap  removed  7 

b.  Ventilating  shaft  repaired  and  extended  53 

c.  W.C.  unblocked  by  owners  64 

d.  Drain  unblocked  by  owners  137 

e.  W.C.,  drain  repaired  ,,  32 

f.  Drain  repaired  ,,  103 

g.  Drainage  of  subsoil  water  made  good  2 

h.  Inspection  chamber  repaired  or  provided  17 

i.  Gully  trap  removed  from  inside  a building  1 

5.  Areas. 

a.  Paving  repaired  ......  264 

b.  Paving  repaired  and  extended  60 

c.  Steps  repaired  or  renewed  61 

d.  Boundary  walls  or  fences  repaired  or  renewed  136 

e.  Retaining  walls  repaired  or  renewed  59 

6.  Rain  water  shoots  repaired  or  renewed  522 

7.  Structures  on  area  enclosing  gully  trap  removed  3 

8.  Structures  obstructing  light  and/or  ventilation 

of  living  rooms  removed  or  altered 12 

9.  Dampness  abated  407 

10.  Dirty  houses  cleaned  6 

11.  Overcrowding  abated  2 

12.  Fowls  removed  1 

13.  Manure  receptacle  provided  1 

14.  Accumulation  of  refuse  removed  4 
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HOUSING,  1938. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under 


Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  2,563 

(6)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  2,563 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  325 

( b ) Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  325 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be 

in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  10 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  2,413 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  in- 
formal action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  1,239 
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HOUSING — Continued. 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing repairs  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  


(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing defects  to  be  remedied 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

( а ) By  Owners  

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ......  ......  ...... 


1,438 


780 


115 


HOUSIN  G — ■ Continued . 


(C)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 


made  > 7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 5 


12 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

under-ground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made  6 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  — 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936.— Part  IV.— Overcrowding  — 

[a)  (i.)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  over- 


crowded at  the  end  of  the  year  249 

(ii.)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 254 

(iii.)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  1351 
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H OUST  N G — C ontinued . 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  19 

(c)  (i.)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 

lieved during  the  year  152 

(ii.)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  726 


( d ) Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which 

dwelling-houses  have  again  become 
overcrowded  after  the  Local  Au- 
thority have  taken  steps  to  abate  the 
overcrowding  

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to 

overcrowding  conditions  upon  which 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may 
consider  it  desirable  to  report 
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Houses  passed  for  Occupation. 


The  appended  table  sets  out  the  number  of  houses  passed  for 
occupation  from  year  to  year  since  1898. 


Year. 

Private 

Enter- 

prise. 

Muni- 

cipal 

Housing 

Scheme 

Total. 

Year. 

Private 

Enter- 

prise. 

Muni- 

cipal 

Housing 

Scheme 

Total. 

1898 

317 

317 

1918 

10 

10 

1899 

157 

— 

157 

1919 

1 

— 

1 

1900 

148 

— 

148 

1920 

1 

— 

1 

1901 

187 

— 

187 

1921 

12 

46 

58 

1902 

334 

— 

334 

1922 

4 

30 

34 

1903 

483 

— 

483 

1923 

16 

2 

18 

1904 

594 

— 

594 

1924 

8 

18 

26 

1905 

317 

— 

317 

1925 

22 

32 

54 

1906 

897 

— 

897 

1926 

3 

44 

47 

1907 

827 

— 

827 

1927 

13 

66 

79 

1908 

829 

— 

829 

1928 

2 

— 

2 

1909 

1025 

— 

1025 

1929 

6 

— 

6 

1910 

926 

— 

926 

1930 

0 

— 

0 

1911 

769 

— 

769 

1931 

6 

— 

6 

1912 

439 

— 

439 

1932 

7 

— 

7 

1913 

358 

— 

358 

1933 

4 

— 

4 

1914 

308 

— 

308 

1934 

9 

— 

9 

1915 

146 

— 

146 

1935 

11 

— 

11 

1916 

129 

— 

129 

1936 

6 

20 

26 

1917 

26 

— 

26 

1937 

12 

27 

39 

1938 

8 

— 

8 

SECTION  VI. 


INSPECTION 

AND 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
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MILK. 

The  businesses  established  for  the  production,  sale  or 
distribution  of  milk  within  the  district  consist  of  the 
following  classes  in  the  numbers  indicated  : — - 


Cowkeepers  2 

Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  22 

Purveyors  of  Milk  and 

Milkshop  keepers  117 

Purveyors  of  sealed  bottled  milk  only  39 
Non-resident  Purveyors  of  Milk  14 


The  chief  alteration  as  compared  with  1937  is  the 
reduction  of  10  in  the  number  of  Purveyors  of  Milk  and 
Milkshop  keepers  and  six  in  the  purveyors  of  sealed  bottled 
milk  only.  The  number  of  non-resident  milk  sellers  was 
14  as  compared  with  15  in  the  previous  year. 


It  is  estimated  that  the  127  cows  in  the  district  yielded 
a total  daily  average  of  164  gallons  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  and  that  an  additional  quantity  of  .4,595  gallons  is 
dqily  imported  from  outside  the  area.  The  total  quantity 
of  fresh  cows’  milk  estimated  to  have  been  consumed  in  the 
district  in  the  course  of  the  year  thus  amounted  to  1,737,035 
gallons  and  is  equivalent  to  0.312  pint  per  head  per  day  for 
a population  of  121,940  persons.  Similarly  the  average 
total  amounts  per  person  in  fractions  of  a pint  estimated 
to  have  been  taken  during  the  years  1929-37  were  0.175, 
0.170,  0.191,  0.227,  0.244,  0.249,  0.247,  0.280  and  0.283 
respectively.  The  increase  of  nine  cows  reflected  a rise  in 
the  estimated  yield  of  milk  within  the  district  during  the 
year  under  review  of  17  gallons  a day,  while  the  total  quan- 
tity imported  into  the  district  is  calculated  also  to  have 
increased  by  347  gallons.  The  daily  consumption  of  milk 
per  head  showed  an  increase  of  0.029  of  a pint. 
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There  are  191  premises  in  the  district  directly  concerned 
with  the  production,  sale  or  distribution  of  milk,  comprising 
142  dairies  and  milkshops  where  milk  is  sold  for  consumption 
off  the  premises  which  are  subject  to  registration  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders.  One  cowkeeper 
and  purveyor  of  milk  has  two  dairies.  In  addition  there 
are  39  premises  from  which  milk  is  sold  only  in  sealed 
and  unopened  bottles,  the  occupiers  having  to  be  registered 
as  purveyors  of  milk  although  the  premises  are  not  required 
to  be  registered  as  dairies.  There  are  also  10  shops  where 
milk  is  sold  only  for  consumption  on  the  premises,  neither 
the  occupiers  nor  the  premises  being  required  to  be  regis- 
tered. 

Included  in  the  number  of  premises  referred  to  in  the 
preceding  paragraph  are  43  shops  where  sterilized  milk 
is  sold  in  the  unopened  containers  in  which  the  milk  is  re- 
ceived from  the  bottling  company  (10  being  registered 
premises),  and  24  shops  where  milk  is  sold  for  consumption 
on  the  premises  (11  being  registered  premises  in  three  of 
which  sterilized  milk  is  also  sold). 

The  sanitary  inspectors  continued  to  devote  consider- 
able time  to  the  supervision  of  the  milk  supply  in  the  district 
in  order  to  secure  compliance,  as  far  as  practicable,  with 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders,  1926  and  1936,  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  and  the  number  of  visits  made 
to  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  amounted  to  1,284  ; 
attention  was  also  given  to  the  methods  of  delivery  of 
milk  to  the  households. 

As  indicated  above,  the  amount  of  milk  produced 
in  the  district  constituted  only  a small  proportion  of  the 
total  quantity  consumed  so  that  the  inhabitants  were 
chiefly  dependent  on  imported  milk  principally  obtained 
from  wholesale  depots  where  the  milk  was  subjected  to 
treatment  by  heat  or  pasteurisation.  The  practice  of 
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delivering  milk  in  bottles  has  now  become  almost  universal 
throughout  the  district  and  the  majority  of  the  well- 
estabished  milk  vendors  have  installed  adequate  plant  for 
the  steam  sterilisation  of  the  bottles  and  other  utensils  ; 
there  still  remain  however  a few  purveyors  who  carry  on 
businesses  on  a small  scale  and  continue  to  use  hot  water 
for  the  cleansing  of  utensils,  the  degree  of  heat,  to  which 
the  utensils  are  thus  subjected,  being  in  most  instances, 
probably,  insufficiently  high  to  secure  effective  sterilisation. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  E.  Colston  Williams, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County  of  Glamorgan, 
the  results  of  the  bacteriological  examinations  of  27  samples 
of  milk  retailed  in  the  district  were  received  ; of  these 
samples  11  were  produced  on  farms  in  the  district  and  of 
which  10  gave  a satisfactory  Methylene  Blue  reaction, 
complying  with  the  standard  for  “ accredited  ” milk.  Of 
the  remaining  16  samples  of  imported  milk  12  were  of 
raw  or  untreated  milks  of  which  10  gave  a satisfactory 
Methylene  Blue  test  ; the  remaining  four  imported  samples 
were  of  " pasteurised  ” milk  and  all  reacted  satisfactorily 
to  the  Phosphatase  test,  indicating  that  the  milk  had  been 
adequately  pasteurised. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  240  samples  of  milk  were 
collected  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  sub- 
mitted  to  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Cardiff  and 
County  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  of  these,  221  were  of 
milk  retailed  as  " pasteurised.”  Amongst  these  221  samples 
35  or  15.8  per  cent,  were  reported  upon  as  being  under- 
pasteurised as  the  result  of  the  application  of  the  Phosphatase 
Test  whilst  26  or  11.8  per  cent,  contained  more  than  100,000 
bacteria  per  m.l.  , these  results  indicate  that  an  unduly  large 
proportion  of  milk  sold  as  "pasteurised”  has  not  been 
effectively  treated  by  heat  and  further  investigation  is 
necessary  in  order  to  elucidate  whether  the  unsatisfactory 
results  are  due  to  mechanical  defects  in  the  pasteurising 
plants  or  to  inadequate  supervision  or  incorrect  registration 
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of  the  temperature  attained  during  the  process  of  treatment 
by  heat.  The  remaining  19  samples  were  retailed  as  raw 
or  untreated  milk,  eight  being  sold  under  the  designation 
“ Tuberculin-tested  ” milk,  and  in  17  instances  the  Methy- 
lene Blae  test  indicated  that  the  samples  were  of  a satis- 
factory degree  of  bacterial  purity. 


MEAT. 

The  number  and  status  of  the  slaughter-houses  in  the 
district  and  the  changes  since  1914  are  set  out  in  the 


following  table  : — 

In 

January, 

December, 

1914. 

1938. 

1938. 

Registered  .... 

8 .. 

3 

3 

Licensed 

..  29 

...  11  

11 

— 

— 

— 

37 

....  14  

14 

The  existence  of  14  private  slaughter-houses  at  which  the 
whole  of  the  slaughtering  within  the  district  is  carried 
out  and  to  which  3,176  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  during 
the  year,  renders  the  efficient  inspection  of  meat  impossible 
without  a prohibitive  increase  in  the  number  of  inspectors. 

Altogether  a total  of  12,5731bs.  of  meat  and  9,4651bs. 
of  offal  was  destroyed  as  showing  the  presence  of  tuber- 
culosis, the  meat  having  been  surrendered  by  the  owners 
for  destruction  or  safe  disposal. 

The  numbers  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
in  the  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  during  the  year  1938 
are  given  in  the  subjoined  table.  The  number  of  carcases 
inspected  represented  74.3  per  cent,  of  the  total  animals 
slaughtered  as  compared  with  a corresponding  proportion 
of  68.6  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year  ; amongst  bovine 
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animals  86.9  per  cent,  of  the  carcases  Were  inspected  and 
similarly  amongst  the  pigs  slaughtered  81.0  per  cent,  of  the 
carcases  underwent  inspection.  It  will  be  observed  that 
11.06  per  cent,  of  the  carcases  of  cows  inspected  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  fifteen  carcases  were 
entirely  condemned.  It  is  probable  that  many  of  these 
cows  had  discharged  tubercle  bacilli  in  their  milk  and  the 
findings  in  the  slaughter-houses  confirm  the  desirability 
of  rendering  all  milk  innocuous  by  adequate  heating  before 
the  milk  is  consumed. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  during  the  Year  1938. 


Cattle, 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

3.617 

1,596 

3,633 

45,734 

21,258 

Number  Inspected 

3,f  16 

1,374 

3,194 

31,425 

17,227 

All  diseases  EXCEPT  Tuber- 
culosis : — 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

— 

2 

— 

3 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

292 

304  1 

8 

895 

630 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than  Tubercul- 
osis 

9.37 

22.3 

.25 

2.86 

3.68 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

1 

15 

— 

21 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

54 

137 

— 

— 

201 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tu- 
berculosis   

1.77 

11.06 

— 

— 

1.29 
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The  structural  arrangements  of  butchers’  shops  and 
stalls,  wherein  meat  was  sold,  generally  complied  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924, 
and  particular  attention  was  paid  by  the  sanitary  inspectors 
to  the  wholesomeness  of  meat  exposed  for  sale  on  stalls 
and  by  itinerant  meat  purveyors  who  frequently  visited 
the  district  and  offered  their  meat  for  auction  at  prices 
considerably  lower  than  those  ruling  in  the  established 
shops. 


OTHER  FOODS. 

There  are  91  bakehouses  within  the  district,  a reduction 
of  seven  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  With  a 
few  exceptions  they  are  small,  and  the  persons  employed 
in  them  are  correspondingly  few  in  number.  There  were 
paid  476  visits  of  inspection  to  the  bakehouses  during  the 
year  and  they  were  generally  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  There  are  no  instances  in  the  area  of  under- 
ground bakehouses,  as  defined  in  the  Factory  Act,  1937. 

The  enactments  relating  to  the  adulteration  of  foods 
were  administered  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  as 
the  “ Food  and  Drugs  ” authority  under  the  Acts  and  no 
samples  were  taken  by  the  staff  of  the  Council’s  Health 
Department. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  authorities 
controlling  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Labor- 
atory for  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations 
of  any  samples  of  food  but,  as  no  instances  of  illnesses  due 
to  infection  or  intoxication  by  contaminated  food  came 
under  the  observation  of  the  Health  Department,  no  samples 
were  submitted  to  analysis  during  the  year, 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 

During  the  year  the  following  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  the  food  of  man  and  their  use  for  such  purpose 
prevented : — 


Beef 

...  13,670  lbs. 

Veal 

20 

Bovine  Organs  

...  13,484  „ 

Lamb 

54  ,, 

Mutton  

121  .. 

Sheep  and  Lamb  Offal  ... 

...  2,909  „ 

Pork  

...  2,186  „ 

Pig  Offal  

4,415  ,, 

Sausages  

no  „ 

Faggots  

12  „ 

Pickled  Meats  

64  ,, 

Salted  Meat  Offal 

304  „ 

Canned  Meat  Offal 

30  „ 

Jellied  Veal  

6 ,, 

Corned  Beef  

30  „ 

Rabbits  

22  „ 

Fish  

420  „ 

Canned  Fish 

3 „ 

Condensed  Milk  

133  ,, 

Bottled  or  tinned  fruit  ... 

29  „ 

Pickles,  bottled  

4 „ 

Canned  Cream  

8 „ 

Salad  Cream  

i ib. 

Sauce  

i lb. 

Meat  Paste  

i ib. 

Canned  Tomatoes 

3 lbs. 

Jellies  

i lb. 

Cereal  

2 lbs. 

Cheese  

i lb- 

Onions  

97  lbs. 

SECTION  VII. 


PREVALENCE  OF, 
AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Average  for 
ten.  years 


1038.  1928-1937 

Total  number  of  Deaths  in  the 

Rhondda  from  Zymotic  Diseases  18  45 

Zymotic  Death-rate  for  Rhondda  0.1  0.3 


The  following  diseases,  namely,  small  pox,  scarlet 
fever,  measles,  diphtheria,  typhus,  typhoid  and  simple 
continued  fevers,  whooping  cough  and  diarrhoea,  are 
collectively  known  as  the  “ Zymotic  diseases.” 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  in 
the  Rhondda  Urban  District  during  1938  was  18,  giving  a 
zymotic  death-rate  of  0.15  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popu- 
lation as  compared  with  a corresponding  death-rate  of 
0.13  in  the  previous  year. 

Amongst  the  at  ove-mentioned  diseases  whooping 
cough  and  diphtheria  each  contributed  five  deaths,  and 
measles  and  scarlet  fever  each  caused  three  deaths  whilst 
the  remaining  two  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  diarrhoea. 
In  Table  5 (Appendix)  it  will  be  observed  that  no  death 
from  typhus  or  the  enteric  group  of  diseases  has  occurred 
in  the  area  since  1925. 

The  zymotic  mortality  was  highest  in  Ward  11  with 
five  deaths  whilst  no  death  occurred  in  Wards  2,  3 and  7. 

Particulars  relating  to  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Rhondda  Urban  District.  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  Year  1938. 
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Disease. 

Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including  para- 
typhoid) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  ... 
Malaria 

Dysentery 
Cholera  ... 

Erysipelas 
Typhus  Fever  ... 

Relapsing  Fever 

Plague 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Encephalitis  Lethaigica 
Acute  Polio  Encephalitis 
Anthrax 

Totals 
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SMALL  POX. 

No  case  of  small  pox  was  notified  in  the  district  during 
1938.  One  re-vaccination  was  undertaken  by  a member 
of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Health  Department  in  the  case 
of  a youth  who  had  been  referred  for  consultation  on  account 
of  a suspicious  eruption  ; the  vaccination  reacted  suc- 
cessfully and  confirmed  the  conclusion  obtained  from  the 
history  of  the  illness  and  the  distribution  of  the  rash  that 
the  boy  was  not  suffering  from  small  pox. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 


1938. 

Average  for 
ten  years 
1928-1937. 

Number  of  Cases  

881 

526 

Number  of  Deaths  

3 

2 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 

0.02 

0.02 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  126  Great  Towns 

0.01 

0.02 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  and  Wales 

0.01 

0.01 

The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  in  the 
d' strict  during  1938  amounted  to  881  as  compared  with  an 
annual  average  of  526  cases  during  the  preceding  ten  years ; 
the  total  number  of  cases  notified  represented  an  incidence 
rate  of  7.2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

Three  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  scarlet  fever, 
equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  0.02  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population. 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  notified  cases  varied 
between  a maximum  number  of  159  cases  in  Ward  2 and 
a minimum  number  of  41  cases  in  Ward  3 ; Wards  8 and 
11  with  114  and  111  cases,  respectively,  were  also  except- 
ionally involved  during  the  year. 
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The  monthly  distribution  of  the  cases  varied  between 
a maximum  number  of  181  cases  during  March  and  a mini- 
mum of  18  cases  during  August  ; in  the  first  four  months  of 
the  year  the  disease  was  prevalent  throughout  the  whole 
district  and  during  this  period  645  cases  were  notified. 

Amongst  the  various  age-groups,  the  incidence  of  the 
disease  was  highest  amongst  children  between  five  and  10 
years  of  age  of  whom  325  were  notified,  160  cases  were 
between  10  and  15  years  of  age  and  199  cases  Were  between 
three  and  five  years  old. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Tyntyla  Isolation 
Hospital  during  the  year  was  475,  representing  53.9  per 
cent,  of  the  total  notified  ; during  the  first  four  months 
of  the  year  the  accommodation  available  at  the  Hospital 
was  severely  taxed  and  admission  was  arranged  only  in 
respect  of  cases  which  could  not  be  satisfactorily  isolated 
in  their  homes. 

Amongst  the  majority  of  the  cases  notified  the  illnesses 
were  of  a mild  nature  and  this  characteristic  of  the  disease 
militated  against  the  application  of  effective  measures  of 
control  during  the  early  portion  of  the  year.  Frequent 
and  regular  visits  w^ere  made  to  the  schools  involved  in 
order  to  ascertain  and  exclude  any  children  who  might  be 
showing  signs  of  having  suffered  from  recent  attacks  of 
scarlet  fever.  Many  children  and  other  members  of  the 
community  also  suffered  from  attacks  of  sore  throat,  which 
were  probably  scarlatinal  in  nature,  though  the  other 
symptoms  or  signs  of  the  disease  could  not  be  detected  ; 
these  persons  consequently  escaped  notification  and  were 
able  to  transmit  the  infection  to  other  susceptible  persons 
Who  reacted  by  showing  all  the  manifestations  of  the  disease, 
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DIPHTHERIA. 


Number  of  Cases  

Number  of  Deaths  

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 
Death-rate  per  1,000,  126  Great  Towns 
Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  and  Wales  0.07  0.08 


1938. 

Average  for 
ten  years 
1928-3  937. 

156 

281 

5 

18 

0.04 

0.13 

0.07 

0.09 

0.07 

0.08 

The  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during  the 
year  amounted  to  156,  giving  an  incidence  rate  of  1.3  cases 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ; the  corresponding 
figures  in  the  previous  year  were  110  and  0.9  respectively. 


The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  this  disease  was  five, 
equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  0.04  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  and  a mortality-rate  of  3.2  per  cent,  amongst 
the  total  cases  notified. 


The  monthly  incidence  of  the  disease  varied  between 
a maximum  of  22  cases  in  January  and  a minimum  number 
of  seven  cases  during  July. 

Amongst  the  eleven  wards  comprising  the  district 
the  highest  number  of  cases  was  notified  from  Ward  10, 
where  30  cases  occurred,  whilst  Ward  3 with  only  one  case 
during  the  year,  provided  the  lowest  number  of  notifications. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Tyntyla  Isolation 
Hospital  during  the  year  was  143,  representing  91.7  per  cent 
of  the  total  number  notified. 

In  May  the  disease  was  unduly  prevalent  at 
Tylorstown  with  eight  notifications  from  the  locality 
during  the  month  ; special  investigations  were  carried 
out  at  the  Hendrefadog  schools  but  no  carriers  of  the 
diphtheria  organisms  could  be  discovered  amongst  the 
children  in  attendance  thereat, 
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ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Average  for 


ten  years 
1938.  1928-1937. 

Number  of  Cases  0 2 

Number  of  Deaths  0 0 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.00  0.00 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  126  Great  Towns  0.00  0.01 

Death  rate  per  1,000,  England  and  Wales  0.00  0.01 


No  person  suffering  from  any  of  the  enteric  group 
of  diseases  was  notified  in  the  Rhondda  Urban  District 
during  1938. 

It  may  be  noted  that  during  the  preceding  ten  years, 
1928-1937,  the  average  annual  number  of  cases  notified  in 
the  district  has  only  amounted  to  two  with  no  mortality, 
whilst  during  the  ten  years,  1898-1907,  the  annual  average 
number  of  typhoid  fever  cases  notified  in  the  district  was 
246  and  the  corresponding  number  of  deaths  34. 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

Number  of  Cases  notified  ......  33 

The  term  " puerperal  pyrexia  ” means  any  febrile 
condition  occurring  in  a woman  within  21  days  after  child 
birth  or  miscarriage  in  which  a temperature  of  100.4  degrees 
Fahrenheit  has  been  sustained  during  a period  of  24  hours 
or  has  recurred  during  that  period. 

During  the  year  under  review  33  cases  of  puerperal 
pyrexia  were  notified  in  the  district  but  in  five  instances 
the  women  had  been  admitted  into  the  Llwynypia  Hospital 
from  localities  situated  outside  the  Rhondda  Urban  District 
so  that  the  net.  number  of  cases  which  occurred  amongst 
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residents  in  the  Rhondda  was  28,  giving  an  incidence  rate 
of  15.5  per  1,000  live  births  and  14.8  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births. 

In  three  of  the  cases  notified  during  the  year  the  con- 
dition supervened  on  abortion  or  miscarriage. 

The  mortality  amongst  the  cases  notified  as  puerperal 
pyrexia  amounted  to  two,  giving  a mortality-rate  of  7.1 
per  cent,  of  the  total  notified. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  treatment  of  women  suffering  from  puerperal  sepsis 
in  a portion  of  the  new  cubicle  block  at  the  Tyntyla  Isolation 
Hospital  and  for  the  services  of  Dr.  R.  G.  Maliphant  to  be 
available  in  a consultant  capacity.  Three  cases  were 
admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  latter  half  of 
the  year  under  these  arrangements  and  no  fatality  occurred 
amongst  the  cases  thus  admitted. 

Excluding  the  three  non-resident  women  who  were 
notified  after  admission  into  the  Llwynypia  Hospital  the 
incidence  was  heaviest  in  Ward  8 where  seven  cases  were 
notified  whilst  Ward  3 was  the  only  Ward  wherein  no  case 
was  notified. 


CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER, 


Number  of  Cases  Notified  10 

Number  of  Deaths  3 


The  number  of  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  fever  notified  in 
the  district  during  the  year  amounted  to  ten.  In  one 
instance  the  notified  person  was  not  a resident  of  the  district 
but  had  been  admitted  from  a neighbouring  district  into 
the  Llwynypia  Hospital  where  the  final  diagnosis  was  made  ; 
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another  of  the  notified  cases  was  found  on  further  observation 
and  examination  of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid  to  be  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  of  the  meninges. 

Excluding  the  above-mentioned  cases,  the  ages  of  the 
persons  notified  as  suffering  from  this  disease  during  the 
year  varied  between  10  weeks  and  17  years. 

There  was  a small  outbreak,  comprising  three  cases, 
at  Treorchv  in  March,  two  of  the  cases  being  youths,  aged 
17  and  15  years,  respectively,  whilst  the  third  case  Was  a 
girl,  of  five  years  of  age  ; the  two  boys  were  taken  ill 
about  the  same  time  but  no  association  could  be  discovered 
between  them  except  that  they  had  attended  at  the  same 
cinema  on  the  same  evening  but  at  separate  times  or  ‘'shows.” 
As  a result  of  the  occurrence  of  these  two  cases  the  medical 
practitioners  residing  in  the  district  were  circularised  and 
invited  to  communicate  with  the  Health  Department  if 
any  persons  suffering  from  symptoms  suggestive  of  cerebro- 
spinal fever  came  under  their  observation  and  the  third  case 
was  discovered  as  a consequence  of  this  action.  Leaflets 
containing  simple  information  on  the  symptoms  of  the 
disease  and  advice  on  precautions  to  prevent  infection  were 
also  distributed  in  the  locality. 

The  district  subsequently  remained  free  from  the 
disease  until  August  when  a child,  10  Weeks  old,  was  notified 
from  Ystrad  and  one  case  was  notified  during  each  of  the 
following  months,  the  cases  notified  in  September  and 
December  being  from  Pontygwaith,  whilst  the  cases  notified 
in  October  and  November  were  from  Ferndale  andTylorstoWn 
respectively.  Amongst  the  nine  confirmed  cases  of  cerebro- 
spinal fever  the  illnesses  proved  fatal  in  three  instances, 
namely,  the  baby  of  10  weeks  from  Ystrad,  the  case  from 
Ferndale,  who  was  a boy  16  years  of  age,  and  the  latter 
of  the  two  cases,  who  Was  a girl  eight  years  of  age,  from 
Pontygwaith.  No  common  source  of  infection  could  be 
traced  amongst  the  cases  notified  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  though  they  all  occurred  in  the  Rhondda  Facli  valley. 
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ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

No  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  the 
Rhondda  Urban  District  during  the  year  under  review. 
In  view  of  the  undue  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  other 
districts  in  South  Wales  during  the  summer  months  medical 
practitioners  residing  in  the  district  were  circularised  and 
offered  every  possible  assistance  on  the  part  of  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosing 
any  suspicious  cases  of  the  disease. 


One  person,  aged  48  years,  was  certified  as  having 
died  from  heart  failure,  myocarditis  and  poliomyelitis — in 
December — but  the  case  had  not  been  notified  as  suffering 
from  the  disease  and  no  opportunity  was  provided  for  the 
staff  of  the  Health  Department  to  take  any  steps  towards 
confirming  the  diagnosis  ; no  secondary  case  occurred 
in  the  locality. 


ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. 

No  case  of  encephalitis  lethargica  was  notified  in  the 
district  during  the  year  under  review. 

Two  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  the  disease; 
the  first  was  a man,  28  years  of  age  residing  at  Wattstown, 
who  died  after  admission  into  the  Llwynypia  Hospital, 
whilst  the  second  case  was  a man,  49  years  of  age,  and  a 
resident  at  Porth,  who  died  after  admission  into  the  Ponty- 
pridd Homes. 
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ACUTE  INFLUENZAL  PNEUMONIA. 


Number  of  Cases  

Number  of  Deaths 
Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 


42 

13 

0.11 


The  number  of  cases  of  acute  influenzal  pneumonia 
notified  during  1938  was  42,  equivalent  to  an  incidence 
rate  of  0.34  per  1,000  of  the  population  ; the  corresponding 
incidence  rate  in  the  previous  year  Was  0.40. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  February  and  November 
whilst  amongst  the  other  months  of  the  year  prevalence 
was  high  in  January  and  March  when  15  and  10  cases 
were  respectively  notified.  The  age  incidence  was  heaviest 
amongst  persons  between  45  and  65  years  of  age  of  whom 
13  were  notified  11  cases  also  occurred  amongst  persons 
between  25  and  45  years  of  age  and  nine  cases  Were  notified 
amongst  children  under  five  years  of  age.  No  cases  were 
notified  from  Wards  1,  3,  8 and  9,  whilst  Wards  5 and  6 
with  15  and  13  notifications,  respectively,  suffered  most 
severely. 

The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due  to  this  disease 
was  13  giving  a death-rate  of  0.11  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  and  representing  a mortality -rate  of  25  per 
cent  amongst  the  total  cases  notified.  The  maximum 
number  of  deaths  occurred  in  March  when  five  deaths  were 
registered  whilst  no  deaths  occurred  in  February,  July, 
August,  October,  November  and  December. 

The  mortality  was  likewise  heaviest  amongst  persons 
between  45  and  65  years  of  age  of  whom  five  died  whilst 
four  persons  between  25  and  45  years  of  age  succumbed 
to  the  disease. 


138 


ACUTE  PRIMARY  PNEUMONIA. 


Number  of  Cases 
Number  of  Deaths 


266 

54 

0.44 


Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 


The  number  of  cases  of  acute  primary  pneumonia 
notified  in  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  during  1938 
amounted  to  266,  representing  an  incidence  rate  of  2.2  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ; the  corresponding 
incidence  rate  in  the  previous  year  Was  1.6. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  due  to  the  disease 
was  54,  giving  a death  rate  of  0.44  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 
mated population  and  a percentage  mortality  rate  of  20.2 
amongst  the  total  number  notified ; the  corresponding 
rates  in  the  previous  year  were  0.61  and  31.3,  respectively. 

Amongst  the  eleven  wards  comprising  the  district 
Ward  11  With  58  notifications  provided  the  largest  number 
of  cases  whilst  Wards  6 and  7,  each  with  12  notifications, 
suffered  the  lowest  incidence.  No  death  from  this  disease 
Was  registered  from  Ward  5 whilst  Ward  2 with  nine  deaths 
suffered  the  highest  mortality. 

The  disease  Was  most  prevalent  during  January  when 
44  cases  were  notified  whilst  the  lowest  prevalence  occurred 
during  September,  October  and  December  when  12  cases 
were  notified  in  each  of  these  months. 

The  age  distribution  of  acute  primary  pneumonia  showed 
a marked  contrast  to  that  of  acute  influenzal  pneumonia  ; 
131  or  50  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases  occurred  amongst 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  whilst  only  37  and  32 
cases  were  notified  from  amongst  persons  in  the  age-groups 
25  to  45  years  and  45  to  65  years,  respectively.  Like- 
wise 25  deaths  occurred  amongst  children  under  five  years 
of  age  as  compared  with  10  and  9 deaths  respectively 
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in  the  above-mentioned  older  age-groups.  It  may  be 
noted  that  14  deaths  from  this  disease  occurred  amongst 
infants  under  one  year  old,  thus  contributing  a substantial 
proportion  of  the  infant  mortality  in  the  district. 


MALARIA. 

The  district  continued  to  be  free  from  cases  of  malaria 
during  1938  and  no  person  was  registered  as  having  died 
from  this  disease. 


DYSENTERY. 

No  case  of  dysentery  was  notified  in  the  district  during 
the  year  under  review  and  no  death  was  certified  as  having 
been  caused  by  the  disease. 


ERYSIPELAS. 


Number  of  Cases  87 

Number  of  Deaths  4 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.03 


The  number  of  cases  of  erysipelas  notified  in  the  district 
during  1938  amounted  to  87,  representing  an  incidence 
rate  of  0.71  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  due  to  this  disease 
during  the  year  amounted  to  four,  equivalent  to  a death- 
rate  of  0.03  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  and  a 
mortality  rate  of  4.6  per  cent,  amongst  the  total  cases 
notified  during  the  year. 
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Notifications  of  this  disease  were  received  during 
every  month  of  the  year  but  the  maximum  prevalence  occurred 
during  March  when  15  cases  were  notified  whilst  least 
prevalence  occurred  in  July  and  August,  three  cases  having 
been  notified  in  each  of  these  months. 

The  mortality  was  highest  in  March  with  two  deaths 
whilst  the  remaining  deaths  occurred  in  September  and 
December  respectively. 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  notified  cases  showed 
maximum  prevalence  in  W^rd  2 where  17  cases  were  notified 
whilst  Ward  7 with  only  two  notifications  was  the  least 
affected. 

The  disease  was  most  prevalent  amongst  persons 
between  45  and  65  years  of  age,  of  whom  47  were  notified  ; 
three  deaths  also  occurred  amongst  persons  in  this  age- 
group. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Number  of  Notified  Cases  19 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  10.2 


The  number  of  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified 
in  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  during  1938  Was  19,  equiva- 
lent to  an  incidence  rate  of  10.2  per  1,000  births  ; the 
corresponding  figures  in  the  previous  year  were  26  and  14.0 
respectively. 

In  eleven  of  the  notified  cases  both  eyes  were  affected 
whilst  in  each  of  the  remaining  eight  only  one  of  the  eyes 
was  attacked.  In  sixteen  instances  the  disease  had  been 
completely  cured  before  the  end  of  the  year  whilst  in  the 
case  of  one  baby  the  left  eye  was  permanently  scarred  ; 
of  the  remaining  two  cases  one  was  still  undergoing  treat- 
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ment  at  the  end  of  the  year  whilst  the  other  case  had  been 
taken  away  from  the  district  and  its  final  condition  was 
not  known  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Two  of  the  cases  were  treated  in  hospital  whilst  the 
remaining  seventeen  cases  were  treated  at  their  homes 
where  the  health  visitors  rendered  assistance  in  applying 
the  necessary  treatment,  the  average  number  of  visits  per 
case  paid  by  the  health  visitors  being  eleven. 


A summary  of  the  available  information  regarding  the 
cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified  during  the  year  is 
given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Cases. 

Vision 

unim- 

paired. 

Vision 

im- 

paired. 

Total 

Blind- 

■n  ACC 

Still 

under 

treat- 

ment 

at 

end  of 
year. 

Re- 

moved 

from 

District. 

Trea 

ted 

Deaths 

No- 

ti- 

fied. 

At 

Home 

In 

Hos- 

pital. 

licbb. 

19 

17 

2 

17 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

MEASLES. 


1938. 

Average  for 
ten  years 
1928-1937 

Number  of  Deaths  

3 

13 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 

0.02 

0.19 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  126  Great  Towns 

0.05 

0.10 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  and  Wales 

0.04 

0.07 

The  number  of  deaths  attributable  to  measles  in  the 
Rhondda  during  1938  was  three,  giving  a death-rate  of 
0.02  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ; the  corres- 
ponding rates  for  the  126  Great  Towns  and  England  and 
Wales  were  0.05  and  0.04,  respectively. 
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All  the  deaths  from  measles  occurred  amongst  children 
under  five  years  of  age  and  one  death  occurred  in  each  of 
the  months — January,  May  and  October  ; likewise  the 
fatalities  were  distributed  amongst  three  Wards,  namely. 
Wards  6,  8 and  11. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 


Number  of  Cases  

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 
Death-rate  per  1,000,  126  Great  Towns 
Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  and  Wales 


1938. 

Average  for 
ten  years 
1928-1937. 

5 

9 

0.04 

0.06 

0.03 

0.08 

0.03 

0.06 

The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due  to  whooping 
cough  during  the  year  under  review  amounted  to  five,  giving 
a death-rate  of  0.04  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population, 
as  compared  with  0.03  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the 
126  Great  Towns. 


The  fatalities  occurred  amongst  children  between  one 
and  four  years  of  age  ; two  deaths  occurred  in  June  whilst 
the  remaining  three  deaths  occurred  in  April,  August  and 
November,  respectively.  Ward  1 contributed  two  deaths 
and  Wards  5,  6 and  10  were  involved  wich  one  death  in  each. 


DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 


Number  of  Deaths  9 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.07 


The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due  to  diarrhoea  or 
enteritis  during  the  year  1938  amounted  to  nine,  giving 
a death-rate  of  0.07  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 
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Of  the  above  deaths  five  occurred  amongst  children  under 
two  years  of  age  and  of  whom  four  were  under  twelve 
months  old.  It  is  noteworthy  that  these  deaths  occurred 
during  the  cooler  months  of  the  year,  two  deaths  having 
occurred  in  December  and  one  each  in  January,  February 
and  September  ; the  latter  death  was  of  a child  who  had 
been  temporarily  removed  from  the  district  and  whose 
death  was  allotted  to  this  area  as  an  inward  transfer. 

The  remaining  four  deaths  allotted  to  this  group  of 
diseases  occurred  amongst  persons  aged  thirty-five  years 
and  over  ; two  of  these  deaths  occurred  during  August,  and 
the  remaining  two  deaths  were  in  May  and  November, 
respectively. 


INFLUENZA. 

Number  of  Deaths  30 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.25 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  Wales  0.12 


The  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  influenza 
during  the  year  amounted  to  30,  equivalent  to  a death-rate 
of  0.25  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ; the  corres- 
ponding figures  in  the  previous  year  were  57  and  0.46, 
respectively. 

No  death  from  this  disease  occurred  during  July  and 
August  whilst  March,  with  nine  deaths,  provided  the 
highest  monthly  total. 

Amongst  the  eleven  Wards  in  the  district  Ward  8, 
with  seven  deaths,  suffered  the  greatest  mortality,  whilst 
no  death  occurred  in  Wards  3 and  9. 

Of  the  various  age-groups  the  mortality  was 
highest  amongst  persons  between  45  and  65  years  of  age  of 
whom  eleven  died,  seven  deaths  occurred  in  each  of  the 
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age-groups  25  to  45  years,  and  over  65  years  of  age,  two 
deaths  occurred  amongst  persons  between  15  and  25  years 
of  age  whilst  the  remaining  three  fatalities  occurred  in 
children  under  five  years  of  age. 

Amongst  the  thirty  deaths  attributable  to  influenza 
it  was  noted  on  the  causes  of  deaths,  as  entered  on  the  death 
certificates,  that  pneumonia  had  supervened  in  thirteen 
instances  and  had  thus  probably  contributed  to  or  hastened 
the  fatal  termination  of  the  illnesses. 


BRONCHITIS. 


Number  of  Deaths  75 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.62 


The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due  to  bronchitis 
in  the  Rhondda  during  1938  amounted  to  75,  equivalent 
to  a death-rate  of  0.62  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  monthly  distribution  of  the  deaths  from  this 
disease  varied  between  a maximum  of  20  deaths  in  January 
and  a minimum  of  two  deaths  in  June.  Amongst  the 
eleven  wards  in  the  district,  Ward  4 with  15  deaths  suffered 
the  highest  mortality  whilst  Ward  7,  where  three  deaths 
occurred,  was  least  affected. 

The  age  distribution  of  the  fatalities  showed  that  bron- 
chitis contributed  towards  a considerable  proportion  of  the 
infantile  mortality,  nine  children  under  twelve  months  old 
having  been  certified  as  having  died  from  the  disease. 
Most  of  these  infantile  deaths  would  have  been  avoided  if 
suitable  precautions  had  been  taken  to  guard  against 
catarrhal  infections  and  adequate  treatment  had  been 
applied . 

This  disease  also  substantially  contributed  towards 
the  mortality  of  male  persons  in  the  older  age-groups  ; 
it  is  noted  that  41  male  persons  over  45  years  of  age  died 
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from  this  disease  as  compared  with  16  female  persons  over 
45  years  of  age.  It  is  probable  that  the  dusty  conditions 
underground  in  the  coal  mines  has  an  important  influence 
in  the  production  of  chronic  catarrhal  chest  affections 
amongst  the  male  population  of  the  district. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal 
disease  amongst  residents  of  the  Rhondda  were  provided 
by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  under  the  Venereal 
Diseases  Regulations  at  the  special  clinic  situated  at  the 
Central  Homes,  Pontypridd. 

In  the  death  returns  for  the  year  1938  two  persons  over 
45  years  of  age  were  certified  as  having  died  from  the  com- 
plications of  syphilitic  infection  whilst  six  residents  of  the 
district  died  from  either  general  paralysis  of  the  insane  or 
locomotor  ataxia  which  diseases  are  both  regarded  as  the 
later  manifestations  of  syphylitic  infection  of  the  central 
nervous  system. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  special  action  was  taken  during  the  year  for  the 
prevention  of  blindness  arising  from  disease  or  from  in- 
juries to  the  eyes.  The  midwives  practising  in  the  district 
have  been  instructed  to  take  every  precaution  to  prevent 
the  occurrence  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  and  all  notified 
cases  were  seen  by  the  health  visitors  who  offered  advice 
and  assisted  in  the  treatment  under  the  supervision  of  the 
medical  attendants  ; one  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum, 
which  was  notified,  was  admitted  to  the  Tyntyla  Isolation 
Hospital  during  the  year  and  it  is  probable  that  this  action 
prevented  a considerable  amount  of  suffering  and  possibly 
permanent  damage  to  the  eyes  as  the  infection  was  severe 
and  the  home  was  somewhat  inaccessible  for  frequent  visiting 
by  a nurse  or  health  visitor, 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  of  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  amounted  to  180  and  this  total,  which 
included  126  pulmonary  and  54  non-pulmonary  cases,  was 
43  less  than  that  for  the  previous  year. 

As  shown  in  the  following  summary,  the  number  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  showed  a net  reduction  of  63  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  figure  for  1937,  such  reduction  comprising 
37  pulmonar}^  and  26  non-pulmonary  cases. 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Total. 


Cases  on  Register,  1st  Jan., 

1938  633  459  1,092 

New  Cases  registered  during 

the  year  141  63  204 

774  522  1,296 

Removed  from  Register 

during  the  year  178  89  267 


Cases  on  Register,  31st  De- 
cember, 1938  596  433  1,029 


The  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis 
during  the  year  reached  a total  of  114,  equivalent  to  a 
death-rate  of  0.94  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ; 
the  corresponding  figures  in  the  previous  year  were  128 
and  1.13,  respectively. 

Amongst  those  persons  who  died  from  the  disease 
during  the  year,  eleven  or  9.6  per  cent,  had  not  been  notified 
to  the  Health  Department  prior  to  the  dates  of  death  ; 
the  corresponding  proportion  in  the  previous  year  was  12.5 
per  cent.  In  all  instances  the  medical  practitioners  who 
certified  the  deaths  were  communicated  with  and  their 
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attention  was  drawn  to  the  non-compliance  with  the 
Regulations  relating  to  the  notification  of  tuberculosis  ; 
in  five  instances  replies  were  received  stating  that  the 
diagnosis  had  been  made  on  the  day  of  or  a few  days  before 
death,  in  three  replies  the  certifying  practitioners  had 
assumed  that  the  previous  medical  attendants  had  notified 
the  illnesses  ; in  one  case  the  diagnosis  had  been  made 
after  post-mortem  examination,  in  another  case  it  was 
assumed  that  the  patient  had  been  notified  before  returning 
to  the  district  in  the  last  stages  of  the  illness  and  in  the 
remaining  case  the  death  had  occurred  whilst  the  practitioner 
in  attendance  was  awaiting  a report  from  the  Tuberculosis 
Physician.  Consequently  there  were  no  definite  instances 
of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify  and  no  legal  proceedings 
were  instituted  on  account  of  non-compliance  with  the 
Regulations. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925,  relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  empowers 
the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  a person  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  ; action  under  the  latter  enactment  was 
largely  obviated  by  seeking  the  co-operation  of  the  Tuber- 
culosis Physician  who  endeavoured  to  secure  admission  to 
a hospital  or  sanatorium  of  any  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis who  Were  domiciled  in  overcrowded  houses  where 
the  spread  of  infection  could  not  be  satisfactorily  controlled. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  notifications 
and  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  the  Rhondda  Urban  District 
during  1938,  divided  into  age  and  sex  groups  as  well  as  into 
pulmonary  and  n on-pulmonary  forms  : — 
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Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

1 

Deaths 

Pulmor 

tary. 

Non- 

Pul  monary. 

Pulmonary. 

N 

Pulmo 

on- 

nary. 

Male. 

Fe- 

male. 

Male. 

Fe- 

male. 

Male. 

Fe- 

male. 

Male. 

Fe- 

male. 

Under  1 year  ... 

1 

1 

1 to  5 years  ... 

i 

1 

7 

3 

... 

... 

1 

2 

5 to  10  years  ... 

1 

1 

5 

6 

... 

2 

1 

2 

10  to  15  years  ... 

4 

8 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

15  to  20  years  ... 

6 

13 

3 

5 

2 

9 

4 

2 

20  to  25  years  ... 

8 

13 

1 

3 

2 

13 

2 

... 

25  to  35  years  ... 

11 

17 

1 

2 

12 

11 

2 

1 

35  to  45  years  ... 

8 

3 

4 

... 

9 

3 

1 

1 

45  to  55  years  ... 

11 

6 

... 

1 

10 

2 

... 

1 

55  to  65  years  ... 

9 

4 

1 

1 

7 

4 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

2 

... 

1 

1 

... 

Totals 

60 

66 

28 

i 

26 

45 

45 

14 

10 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  number  of  persons  notified  as  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tubercuosis  in  the  Rhondda  during  1938  was 
126,  representing  an  incidence  rate  of  1.03  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  90,  equiva- 
lent to  a death-rate  of  0.74  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popu- 
lation ; the  corresponding  figures  for  the  preceding  year 
were  109  and  0.88,  respectively. 


The  numbers  of  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  notified 
in  the  various  wards  comprising  the  district  varied  between 
a maximum  of  14  cases  in  Ward  11  and  a minimum  number 
of  nine  cases  each  in  Wards  4 and  7 ; the  number  of  fatalities 
was  lowest  in  Ward  6 where  four  deaths  occurred  whilst 
Wards  2 and  3,  each  with  14  deaths,  suffered  the  largest 
number  of  deaths. 
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The  sex  distribution  of  the  notified  cases  showed  a 
higher  incidence  amongst  females  in  the  proportion  of 
66  cases  amongst  females  as  compared  with  60  cases  amongst 
male  persons  ; the  incidence  of  the  disease  amongst  females 
showed  greater  prevalence  amongst  the  younger  adult 
age-groups,  43  cases  having  been  notifed  amongst  females 
between  15  and  35  years  of  age  whilst  amongst  males  the 
notifications  were  more  evenly  distributed  amongst  persons 
in  all  the  age-groups  extending  from  15  years  to  65  )^ears. 

The  deaths  from  this  form  of  tuberculosis  was  equally 
distributed  amongst  the  sexes  but  the  majority  of  the 
female  deaths  occurred  amongst  persons  under  35  years  of 
age,  36  deaths  having  occurred  amongst  females  under  this 
age  ; amongst  male  persons  on  the  other  hand,  27  deaths 
occurred  amongst  males  over  35  years  of  age  as  compared 
with  18  deaths  amongst  males  under  this  age. 

Amongst  the  126  cases  notified  during  the  year  62  were 
admitted  before  the  end  of  the  year  to  hospitals  or  sanatoria 
controlled  by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association. 

The  number  of  fatal  cases  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
who  had  not  been  notified  prior  to  the  dates  of  death  was 
three,  or  3.3  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  the  disease  ; 32 
of  the  fatal  cases  were  notified  during  1938,  21  had  been 
notified  in  1937,  15  were  notified  in  1936  and  the  remaining 
fatal  cases  had  been  notified  in  various  years  extending  as 
far  back  as  1918  in  one  instance. 

Amongst  the  45  male  deaths  which  occurred  during 
the  year  it  was  noted  on  the  death  certificates  that  23  of 
the  sufferers  had  been  employed  in  the  coal-mining  industry. 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
notified  in  the  district  during  1938  amounted  to  54,  giving  an 
incidence  rate  of  0.44  cases  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  pop- 
ulation. The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  24, 
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equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  0.20  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  ; the  corresponding  figures  in  the  previous  year 
were  19  and  0.15,  respectively. 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  notified  cases  showed 
maximum  incidence  in  Wards  1 and  2,  in  each  of  which 
eight  cases  were  notified,  whilst  Ward  5 with  only  one 
notified  case  suffered  the  lowest  incidence.  Ward  4 pro- 
vided the  highest  mortality  with  six  deaths. 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  was  almost  equally  divided 
amongst  the  sexes  but  the  mortality  was  higher  amongst 
male  persons  in  the  proportion  of  14  deaths  amongst  males 
to  10  deaths  amongst  female  persons. 

The  age  distribution  of  the  notified  casts  showed 
greater  prevalence  in  the  younger  age-groups,  38  of  the 
notified  cases  being  under  twenty  years  of  age  : likewise 
14  out  of  the  24  deaths  occurred  amongst  young  persons 
under  twenty  years  of  age. 

Amongst  the  twenty-four  persons  who  died  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  the  year,  eight  had  not  been 
notified  as  suffering  from  the  disease,  eleven  were  notified 
during  1938  and  the  remaining  five  were  notified  in  various 
years  extending  back  in  one  instance  to  1923. 

Of  the  54  cases  notified  during  the  year,  12 
were  admitted  during  the  course  of  the  year  into  the  various 
institutions  controlled  by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association. 

The  principal  sites  of  incidence  of  the  disease  amongst 
the  cases  notified  during  the  year  were — the  glands  of  the 
neck  in  26  instances,  the  peritoneum  or  bowels  in  10  in- 
stances ; various  joints  were  affected  in  six  cases  and  there 
were  four  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  bones.  Amongst  the 
24  deaths,  the  meninges  were  involved  in  10  cases  whilst 
miliary  tuberculosis  and  infection  of  the  intestine  or  peri- 
toneum each  contributed  four  deaths. 


APPENDIX. 
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TABLE  1. 

Population  of  the  Rhondda  at  each  Census  since  1801, 


Year. 

Houses. 

Persons . 

Persons 

per 

House. 

In- 

habited. 

Unin- 

habited. 

Build- 

ing. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

al801 

265 

277 

542 

1811 

283 

293 

576 

1821 

309 

338 

647 

1831 

277 

265 

542 

1841 

386 

362 

748 

1851 

493 

458 

951 

1861 

561 

107 

- - 5.. 

1,669 

1,366 

3,035 

5.4 

1871 

2,710 

32 

62 

- - 9,559- 

7,355 

16,914 

6.2 

61871 

23,950 

1881 

9,193 

340 

158 

30,877 

24,755 

55,632 

6.0 

1891 

13,551 

146 

374 

50,174 

38,177 

88,351 

6.5 

1901 

19,210 

368 

112 

62,315 

51,420 

113,735 

5.92 

1911 

26,250 

457 

444 

83,209 

69,572 

152,781 

5.82 

1921 

28,139 

403 

92 

85,316 

77,401 

162,717 

5.78 

1931 

28,287 

415 

74,037 

67,309 

141,346 

5.00 

1938 

121,940 

NOTES. 

(а)  The  census  returns  for  1801  include  Rhigos,  which  is  not  within 

the  present  area  of  the  Rhondda  District. 

(б)  Portions  of  the  Llanwonno  and  Llantrisant  Districts  were  added  to 

the  Rhondda  District  on  October  1st,  1879. 

The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  population  in  the  enlarged  area  in 
1871  at  23,950. 
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TABLE  2. 


Rateable  and  Assessable  Values  of  the  Rhondda  Urban  District. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  Harries,  Treasurer  to  the  Council, 
for  the  following  statement : — 


Year 

General 

ending 

Rateable 

Assessable 

District 

31st  March. 

Value. 

Value. 

Rate  in  £ 

per  annum  . 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

1896 

409,807 

2 

6 

341,050 

13 

11 

2 

6 

1897 

443,290 

0 

0 

371,927 

4 

7 

2 

6 

1898 

• • • 

451,977 

5 

0 

379,042 

3 

9 

2 

6 

1899 

462,354 

1 

6 . 

387,533 

3 

6 

2 

6 

1900 

463,387 

12 

6 

387,549 

19 

9 

2 

9 

1901 

490,352 

15 

0 

413,620 

18 

4 

2 

9 

1902 

481,521 

10 

0 

404,692 

18 

4 

3 

0 

1903 

539,336 

15 

0 

464,698 

15 

5 

3 

0 

1904 

• . • 

515,731 

0 

0 

444,285 

10 

0 

3 

8 

1905 

527,210 

5 

0 

453,629 

0 

0 

3 

2 

1906 

520,041 

10 

0 

441,745 

1 

8 

3 

0 

1907 

534,772 

15 

0 

455,087 

5 

0 

. . • 

3 

0 

1908 

569,169 

10 

0 

486,645 

16 

8 

3 

3 

1909 

622,832 

10 

0 

540,429 

15 

10 

3 

6 

1910 

646,069 

0 

0 

561,456 

7 

11 

3 

3 

1911 

643,471 

0 

0 

556,621 

5 

10 

3 

3 

1912 

617,992 

15 

0 

545,344 

12 

6 

3 

3 

1913 

616,381 

15 

0 

541,432 

14 

7 

3 

6 

1914 

698,065 

10 

0 

623,389 

16 

8 

3 

3 

1915 

694,431 

15 

0 

618,485 

10 

5 

3 

6 

1916 

711,967 

0 

0 

649,216 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1917 

768,717 

10 

0 

705,747 

13 

9 

3 

0 

1918 

755,374 

15 

0 

692,921 

9 

7 

3 

6 

1919 

677,458 

0 

0 

615,599 

3 

9 

. . • 

5 

6 

1920 

657,985 

5 

0 

590,905 

18 

9 

7 

4 

1921 

595,067 

0 

0 

528,577 

2 

6 

11 

0 

1922 

517,508 

15 

0 

451,981 

11 

8 

9 

0 

1923 

607,187 

10 

0 

549,286 

10 

5 

. . • 

7 

3 

1924 

• •• 

631,554 

10 

0 

568,792 

9 

7 

... 

7 

0 

1925 

638,347 

15 

0 

573,844 

4 

7 

6 

6 

1926 

603,256 

15 

0 

543,334 

2 

6 

6 

6 

1927 

541,440 

0 

0 

482,496 

12 

1 

8 

6 

1928 

482,076 

0 

0 

423,038 

18 

4 

10 

9 

1929 

546,426 

5 

0 

488,093 

10 

10 

• • • 

9 

0 

1930 

646,252 

0 

0 

25 

0 

1931 

436,173 

0 

0 

23 

0 

1932 

409,848 

0 

0 

23 

0 

1933 

397,285 

0 

0 

23 

0 

1934 

394,065 

0 

0 

22 

9 

1935 

• . • 

393,025 

0 

0 

22 

6 

1936 

391,908 

0 

0 

... 

22 

6 

1937 

385,560 

0 

0 

24 

0 

1938 

383,629 

0 

0 

.. 

25 

0 

1939 

387,413 

0 

0 

■ 

25 

6 

A penny  rate  on  the  Rateable  Value  produces  £1,376  (Net). 

As  and  from  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1930,  the  term  “ Assessable 
Value”  has  been  discontinued  and  the  GeneralRate  in  the  £ includes  the  “Poor 
Rate  ” formerly  levied  by  the  Guardians,  these  changes  being  a consequence 
of  the  new  system  introduced  by  the  Rating  and  Valuation  Act,  1925. 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  shows  a considerable  reduction  for 
the  year,  ended  31st  March,  1931,  and  subsequent  years,  owing  to  the  de- 
rating of  industrial  properties  under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929. 
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TABLE  3. 

Number  of  Births,  Birth-rate,  number  of  Deaths  of 


Children  under  one  year  of  age,  Infantile  Mortality-rate, 
Number  of  Deaths,  and  Death-rate  in  each  year  since  1891. 


Year. 

Total 

Number 

of 

Births. 

General 
Birth-rate 
per  1,000 

Number  of 
Deaths  of 
children 
under  one 
year  of  age 

Infantile 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
Births. 

Total 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

General 

Death- 

rate 

per  1,000 

1891 

3,935 

44.3 

862 

219 

2,255 

25.4 

1892 

3,916 

42.9 

757 

193 

1,804 

19.8 

1893 

4,149 

44.3 

932 

225 

2,132 

22.8 

1894 

3,715 

38.7 

757 

204 

1,706 

17.7 

1895 

4,245 

43.1 

997 

235 

2,246 

22.8 

1896 

4,328 

43.9 

855 

198 

2,105 

20.8 

1897 

4,109 

39.7 

838 

204 

2,049 

20.1 

1898 

4,120 

38.8 

793 

192 

1,979 

18.8 

1899 

4,089 

37.5 

1,016 

248 

2,419 

22.4 

1900 

4,469 

40.0 

839 

188 

2,181 

19.9 

1901 

4,586 

40.0 

1,020 

222 

2,431 

21.2 

1902 

4,937 

41.8 

883 

179 

2,190 

18.6 

1903 

4,897 

40.3 

778 

159 

1,998 

16.4 

1904 

4,860 

38.8 

925 

190 

2,345 

18.7 

1905 

4,664 

36.2 

927 

199 

2,402 

18.6 

1906 

4,751 

35.8 

821 

173 

2,074 

15.6 

1907 

4,831 

35.3 

782 

162 

2,133 

15.6 

1908 

5,454 

38.7 

1,002 

184 

2,516 

17.9 

1909 

5,577 

38.4 

724 

130 

2,231 

15.4 

1910 

5,628 

37.7 

770 

137 

2,181 

14.6 

1911 

5,491 

35.7 

902 

164 

2,352 

15.3 

1912 

5,236 

33.8 

666 

127 

2,182 

14.1 

1913 

5,505 

35.2 

766 

139 

2,360 

15.1 

A 9 14 

5,558 

35.3 

762 

137 

2,410 

15.3 

11915 

4,983 

31.4 

567 

114 

2,218 

14.0 

1916 

4,481 

28.0 

471 

105 

1,940 

12.1 

1917 

4,145 

25.7 

425  i 

103 

1,977 

12.3 

1918 

4,346 

26.7 

448 

103 

2,340 

14.4 

1919 

4,263 

26.0 

474 

111 

2,111 

12.9 

1920 

5,046 

30.5 

526 

104 

2,237 

13.5 

1921 

| 4,898 

29.4 

538 

110 

2,003 

12.0 

1922 

4,103 

24.5 

333 

81 

2,073 

12.4 

1923 

3,897 

23.2 

331 

85 

1,871 

11.1 

1924 

3,970 

23.6 

317 

80 

1,880 

11.2 

1925 

3,709 

22.1 

355 

96 

2,014 

12.0 

1926 

3,232 

19.9 

223 

69 

1,753 

10.8 

1927 

2,750 

17.3 

235 

85 

1,828 

11.5 

1928 

2,704 

17.6 

208 

77 

1,809 

11.7 

1929 

2,614 

17.1 

217 

83 

1,868 

12.2 

1930 

2,545 

17.3 

209 

82 

1,740 

11.8 

1931 

2,496 

17.5 

196 

79 

1,901 

13.4 

1932 

2,471 

17.5 

171 

69 

1,759 

12.5 

1933 

2,303 

| 16.5 

205 

,89 

1,896 

13.6 

1934 

2,252 

16.4 

141 

63 

1,633 

11.9 

1935 

2,193 

16.3 

153 

70 

1,694 

12.6 

1936 

2 055 

; 15.8 

117 

57 

1,751 

13.5 

1937 

1,863 

15.0 

122 

65 

1,688 

13.6 

1938 

1,804 

1 14.8 

122 

67 

1 1,677 

13.8 

TABLE  4. 


Showing  the  Number  of  Houses,  Estimated  Population, 
Number  of  Deaths,  and  Death-rate  per  1,000  for  each 
Ward. 


Ward. 

Number 

of 

Occupied 

Houses. 

Estimated 

population 

to 

middle  of 
1938. 

Number 
of  deaths 
from 

all  causes. 

Death  - 
rate 
pei 
1,000 

Population. 

1 

2,597 

11,480 

154 

13.4 

2 

3,053 

13,204 

170 

12.9 

3 

2,195 

8,982 

122 

13.6 

4 

2,235 

9,788 

143 

14.6 

5 

2,797 

11,516 

148 

12.9 

6 

2,722 

11,634 

166 

14.3 

7 

2,490 

10,223 

142 

13.9 

8 

3,090 

12,702 

178 

14.0 

9 

2,221 

9,579 

124 

12.9 

10 

2,074 

9,067 

101 

11.8 

11 

3,404 

13,765 

223 

16.2 

Rhondda 

28,878 

121,940 

| 1,677 

13.8 
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TABLE  5. 

Showing  the  number  of  Deaths  in  the  Rhondda  from 
the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  since  1918. 


TABLE  6. Comparing  the  Death-rates  from  Zymotic  Diseases  during  the  years  1918-1938  in  the  Rhondda  with  those  of 

similar  Diseases  in  England  and  Wales  (per  1,000  living). 
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TABLE  7. 

Showing  the  number  of  cases  and  incidence  of  the 


Notifiable 

Diseases  in 

the 

Rhondda 

since 

compulsory 

notification 

was  adopted 

in 

1894. 

Year. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Incidence  per 
1,000  of 
Population. 

1894 

... 

625 

... 

95,994 

... 

6.6 

1895 

... 

933 

98,356 

9.5 

1896 

1,241 

100,870 

... 

12.3 

1897 

... 

1,031 

... 

103,445 

... 

9.9 

1898 

... 

1,652 

106,094 

... 

15.6 

1899 

2,700 

108,807 

24.8 

1900 

... 

3,214 

111,587 

28.8 

1901 

3,039 

... 

114,587 

26.5 

1902 

1,879 

118,020 

15.9 

1903 

1,597 

121,557 

13.1 

1904 

1,240 

125,199 

9.9 

1905 

... 

534 

128,951 

... 

4.1 

1906 

779 

132,814 

5.9 

1907 

773 

... 

136,794 

... 

5.7 

1908 

862 

140,894 

6.1 

1909 

1,091 

145,116 

... 

7.5 

1910 

... 

1,530 

149,464 

10.2 

1911 

1,261 

... 

153,775 

8.2 

1912 

1,652 

155,012 

... 

10.7 

1913 

... 

1,820 

156,259 

11.6 

1914 

1,646 

157,515 

... 

10.4 

1915 

... 

1,274 

158,782 

... 

8.0 

1916 

3,572 

160,059 

... 

22.3 

1917 

... 

3,376 

... 

161,346 

... 

20.9 

1918 

... 

4,015 

... 

162,644 

24.7 

1919 

2,254 

163,952 

... 

13.7 

1920 

... 

2,442 

165,271 

14.8 

1921 

1,917 

166,600 

11.5 

1922 

... 

1,927 

167,500 

11.5 

1923 

1,882 

167,900 

... 

11.2 

1924 

2,279 

167,900 

13.6 

1925 

... 

1,580 

... 

167,570 

... 

9.4 

161 


TABLE  7 — Continued. 


Year. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Incidence  per 
1,000  of 
Population. 

1926 

1,504 

... 

162,500 

9.3 

1927 

2,138 

159,270 

13.4 

1928 

2,940 

154,020 

19.1 

1929 

2,770 

153,100 

18.1 

1930 

2,656 

... 

147,000 

18.1 

1931 

3,177 

142,230 

22.3 

1932 

2,070 

140,850 

14.7 

1933 

1,489 

139,500 

10.7 

1934 

1,980 

... 

137,200 

14.4 

1935 

1,555 

... 

134,600 

11.6 

1936 

1,187 

... 

129,900 

9.1 

1937 

1,366 

124,200 

11.0 

1938 

1,674 

121,940 

13.7 

Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Erysipelas,  and 
Puerperal  Fever  became  notifiable  on  1st  January,  1894. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  became  notifiable  on  1st  January,  1912. 

All  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  became  notifiable  on  1st  February,  1913. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis  became  notifiable  on 
1st  September,  1912. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  became  notifiable  on  1st  April,  1914. 

Measles  and  German  Measles  were  notifiable  from  1st  January,  1916, 
to  31st  December,  1919. 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  and  Acute  Polio- Encephalitis  became 
notifiable  on  1st  January,  1919. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  Malaria 
and  Dysentery,  became  notifiable  on  1st  March,  1919. 

Trench  Fever  was  notifiable  from  the  1st  March,  1919,  to  the  31st  De- 
cember, 1927. 

Anthrax  became  notifiable  on  1st  July,  1921. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  became  notifiable  on  the  1st  October,  1926,  and 
from  the  lsi  October,  1937,  included  cases  formerly  notifiable  as  puerperal 
fever. 

Chicken  Pox  was  notifiable  (temporarily)  from  the  13th  July,  1923,  to 
the  30th  June,  1924,  and  from  the  17th  March,  1927  ,to  ]6th  March,  1932. 
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RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1938  and  previous 

years. 


Year. 

1 

Population  estimated  to 
**  middle  of  each  year. 

1 

3irths. 

Total  Deaths 
registered 
in  District. 

Trans- 

ferable 

Deaths. 

Net  Deaths  belongir 
to  the  District. 

Uncorrected 
w Number. 

Net. 

! 

A 

6 

<u 

Is 

7 

| Of  Non-Residents 

00  registered  in  the  District. 

Of  Residents  not 
^registered  in  the  District. 

Und 
yr.  o 

er  1 
f age 

At  all 
ages. 

^ Number. 

6 

A 

5 

M 

0> 

,0 

a 

3 

A 

10 

I i— i Rate  per  1 000 

l“‘  net  Births. 

<3 

B 

s 

A 

12 

a 

4- 

a 

p: 

1 

1933 

139,500 

2,303 

2,303 

16.5 

1,809 

13.0 

76 

163 

205 

89 

1,896 

U 

1934 

137,200 

2,342 

2.252 

16.4 

1,558 

11.4 

78 

153 

141 

60 

1,633 

i: 

1935 

134,600 

2,268 

2,193 

16.3 

1,585 

11.8 

75 

184 

153 

70 

1,694 

is 

1936 

129,900 

2,150 

2,055 

15.8 

1,611 

12.4 

49 

189 

117 

57 

1,751 

is 

1937 

124,200 

1,987 

1,863 

15.0 

1,603 

12.9 

81 

166 

122 

65 

1,688 

l: 

1938 

121,940 

1,960 

1,804 

14.8 

1,589 

13.0 

82 

170 

122 

68 

1,677 

i; 

Notes. — This  table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  in 
the  district  and  the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it  with  the  cor- 
responding rates. 

Rates  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  13  are  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated 
population. 

The  deaths  included  in  Column  6 are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during 
the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The  deaths  in- 
cluded in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by  the  subtraction 
of  the  number  in  Column  8 and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  9 . 
Deaths  in  Column  10  are  similarly  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  deaths 
under  one  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  8 and  by  the  addition 
of  the  deaths  under  one  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  9. 

“ Transferable  Deaths  ” are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a iixed  or 
usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a district  other  than  that  in  which 
they  resided. 


Area  of  District  in  acres] 
(exclusive  of  area  covered  r 23,886 
by  water). 


The  localities  (Wards)  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Table  III. 
Isolation  Hospitals  (provided  by  the  Urban  District  Council)  : — 

1.  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital  (Ward  4).  ) Total  available  beds,  112. 

2.  Penrhys  Isolation  Hospital  (Ward  10).  > 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Cols.  1 

All  Causes  ( Certified 

i Uncertified 

1.  Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2.  Measles  

3.  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

5.  Diphtheria 

6.  Influenza 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

8.  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respira 

tory  System 

10.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

11.  Syphilis 

12.  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane 

and  Tabes  Dorsalis 

13.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

14.  Diabetes  

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  .... 

TABLE  III. — Continued. 
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TABLE  IV. — Continued. 
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TABLE  V. 

(TABLE  S.D.  3D  of  the  Registrar-General). 

Causes  of  Death  in  Rhondda  Urban  District  during  1938, 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

961 

717 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers... 

— 

— 

2.  Measles 

1 

2 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

1 

3 

4.  Wpooping  Cough 

— 

... 

4 

5.  Diphtheria  ... 

2 

3 

6.  Influenza 

15 

15 

7.  Encephalitis  lethargica 

2 

... 

— 

8.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

2 

1 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

45 

46 

10.  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

15 

8 

11.  Syphilis 

3 

— 

12.  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis... 

5 

1 

13.  Cancer,  malignant  disease... 

76 

70 

14.  Diabetes 

10 

17 

15.  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

70 

61 

16.  Heart  disease 

288 

2C1 

17.  Aneurysm 

2 

— 

18.  Other  circulatory  diseases... 

41 

25 

19.  Bronchitis 

53 

. M 

27 

20.  Pneumonia  (ail  forms) 

32 

23 

21.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

18 

,, 

6 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer 

8 

## 

1 

23.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

3 

... 

1 

24.  Appendicitis 

5 

.. 

6 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2 

. • • 

— 

26.  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

5 

... 

4 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

18 

... 

15 

28.  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

38 

34 

29.  Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

2 

30.  Other  puerperal  causes 

— 

... 

4 

31.  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 

malformations,  etc. 

44 

... 

25 

32.  Senility 

14 

... 

32 

33.  Suicide 

7 

2 

34.  Other  violence 

33 

1C 

35.  Other  defined  diseases 

100 

65 

36.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unxnown 

3 

. . . 

3 

Special  causes  (included  above)  — 

Smallpox 

— 

Mt 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

»*f 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year — 

Total 

75 

... 

46 

Legitimate 

68 

... 

41 

Illegitimate  ... 

7 

... 

5 

Live  Births — 

Total 

912 

• • • 

820 

Legitimate 

877 

... 

787 

Illegitimate  ... 

35 

... 

33 

Still  Births — 

Total 

49 

... 

32 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

42 

... 

31 

Illegitimate  ... 

Population  

7 

121,940 

1 

General  Register  Office, 
Somerset  House, 
London,  W.C.2. 
Mav,  1939 


THE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


School  Medical  Officer 

TO  THE 


Rhondda 

Local  Education  Authority 


For  the  Year  1938. 


Rhondda  Urban  District  Council. 


Rhondda  Education  Committee. 

Councillor  THOMAS  R.  DAVIES  [Chairman). 

„ EDWARD  JOHN  WILLIAMS. 

RHYS  MORGAN  REES. 

LEONARD  HENRY  COOK. 

| JOHN  MINTON,  J.P.  | 

„ IORWERTH  RHYS  THOMAS,  J.P. 

„ JOHN  THOMAS  DAVIES. 

„ WILLIAM  CLIFFORD  VENING. 

„ GLYN  LEWIS  WALES. 

Mrs.  ANNIE  PRICE,  J.P. 

„ JOHN  LEIGH  DAVIES. 

PHILLIP  MORRIS. 

JAMES  DAVIES. 

SIDNEY  MITCHELL. 

ALCWYN  PENRY  GLANV1LLE. 

WILLIAM  SAMUEL  LANE,  J.P. 

MARK  HARCOMBE. 

OWEN  JAMES  BUCKLEY,  J.P. 

,,  THOMAS  HENRY  SMITH. 

„ EVAN  JOHN  OAKLEY. 

THOMAS  BOWEN  THOMAS. 

„ WILLIAM  REES. 

„ DAVID  JOHN  RICHARDS. 

„ JOHN  TALFRYN  LLEWELLYN. 

„ WILLIAM  MURRAY  WILLIAMS  (9  months). 

MORGAN  BENJAMIN. 

„ LEONARD  BATEMAN. 

„ Mrs.  LILLIE  A.  HUGHES,  J.P. 

„ FREDERICK  JAMES  MORTON  (3  months). 

„ Mrs.  CATHERINE  M.  PARFITT  (9  months). 
GEORGE  EDWARD  MASLIN, 
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Councillor  DAVID  TIMOTHY  DAVIES,  J.P. 

„ ALFRED  JESSE  SWEET  (3  months). 
„ ALFRED  EVANS,  J.P.  (9  months). 
„ DAVID  PHILLIPS. 

„ MORGAN  DAVIES. 

FRANK  WILLIAMS. 


Clerk  to  the  Committee  D.  J.  JONES,  M.B.E.,  Solicitor. 

Director  of  Education  W.  MORRIS  JONES,  M.A.,  M.Sc. 
Architect  ELI  TAYLOR,  Surveyor. 


School  Medical  Officer  : 

D.  J.  THOMAS,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
L.R.C.P.,  (Lond.),  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  D.P.H.  (Lond.). 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  : 

THOMAS  C.  ROY  GEORGE,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P. 
(Lond.),  D.P.H.  (Wales). 

L.  VIVIAN  WILLIAMS,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.). 
WINIFRED  LL  ACRAMAN,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P. 
(Lond.). 

For  portion  of  year  : — - 

ROBERT  WOODROW,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H.  (Edin.). 
GWYNETH  N.  ELLIS,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.). 

JENNET  EVANS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Liverpool). 

EDGAR  CLIFFORD  POWELL,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P. 
(Lond.). 


Specialist  Officers  ( Part-time ) : — 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon  : 

J.  W.  GLENTON  MYLER,  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  D.P.H.  (Lond.). 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  : 

NATHAN  ROCYN  JONES, M.D. (Cantab.),  F.R.C.SJEdin.). 


IV. 


School  Dental  Surgeon  : 

JOHN  H.  REID,  L.D.S.  (R.C.S.,  Eng.). 

Assistant  School  Dental  Surgeons  : 

DAVID  ARCHIE  THOMAS,  L.D.S.  (Liverpool). 
BERTRAM  MAY,  L.D.S.  (Leeds)  (portion  of  year). 

Lay  Assistant  Administrative  Officer : 

T.  J.  REES. 

School  Medical  Service  Clerks  : 

ANNIE  M.  EVANS. 

A.  GWYN  EVANS. 

ISLWYN  JONES. 

Lady  Supervisor  of  Welfare  Centres  and  School  Nurses  : 
(a.e.f.g.h.)  ANNIE  CRABTREE. 

School  Nurses  : 

District  No. 

(g.)  ELIZABETH  HUGHES  3 

(g.)  EDITH  M.  WATKINS  2 

(g.h.)  ELIZABETH  ISRAEL  9 

(e.)  EDITH  VIOLET  GIBSON  1 

(e.g.h.)  EDITH  STEPHENS  7 

(g.h.)  MYFANWY  BUCKLEY  4 

(g.h.)  SARAH  HANNAH  DAVIES  11 

(g.)  EDITH  MORGAN 

(e.)  MARJORIE  MARTIN  10 

(e.g.h.)  FLORENCE  SALMON  6 

(e.g.h.)  ETHEL  EVANS  8 

(e.g.h.)  CISSIE  EVANS  5 

(e.g.h.)  LILIAN  MORGAN  — 

(e.g.h.)  VERA  RUTTLEY  — 

(e.g.h.)  ANN  DAVIES 

(e.g.h.)  GWYNETH  M.  DAVIES 


V. 


Orthopaedic  Nurse  : 

(h.k.)  MARY  WATKINS. 


Dental  Attendants  : 

CONSTANCE  T.  HARRISON. 
ELUNED  PROTHEROE. 
GWYNETH  ATKINS. 


NOTES. 

(a.)  Holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certificate  granted  by 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(e.)  Holds  the  New  Health  Visitors’  Certificate  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

(f.)  Holds  the  Health  Visitors’  Certificate  granted  by  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(g.)  Holds  the  Mid  wives’  Certificate  granted  by  the 
Central  Midwives  Board. 

(h.)  Has  Nursing  experience. 

(k.)  Holds  Certificate  of  Chartered  Society  of  Massage 
and  Medical  Gymnastics  in  Massage,  Medical 
Gymnastics  and  Medical  Electricity. 


VI. 


Rhondda  Urban  District  Council. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Education  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  School  Medical  Services  in  the  Rhondda  Urban  District 
during  1938. 

Early  in  the  year  under  review  the  new  combined 
maternity  and  child  welfare  and  school  clinics  at  Ferndale 
and  Ynyswen,  respectively,  became  available  for  use,  whilst 
the  re-erection  of  the  clinic  at  Dyffryn  Ffrwd,  Ystrad, 
was  completed  and  work  was  commenced  thereat  in  the 
late  Autumn.  The  provision  of  the  services  at  these 
clinics,  particularly  at  Ferndale  and  Ynyswen,  have  been 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  parents  who  live  in  the  areas 
served  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  establishment  of  these 
clinics  will  soon  result  in  a considerable  improvement  in 
the  physical  condition  and  especially  of  the  dental  con- 
dition of  the  school  population. 

Schemes  involving  the  extension  of  the  arrangements 
for  the  treatment  of  orthopaedic  defects  and  the  treatment 
of  minor  ailments  received  official  sanction  during  the 
year  and  the  former  was  partially  brought  into  operation 
by  the  appointment  of  a whole-time  orthopaedic  nurse. 

The  findings  of  medical  inspection  relating  to  the 
nutritional  condition  of  the  school  population  showed 
that  some  deterioration  had  occurred  as  compared  with 
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those  recorded  in  previous  years,  the  change  being  par- 
ticularly noticeable  amongst  the  children  who  were  classified 
as  being  slightly  subnormal  in  the  " intermediate  ” and 
“ leaver  ” age-groups.  Owing  to  the  long-continued 
depression  in  the  coal-mining  industry,  with  attendant 
low  wages  and  a large  amount  of  unemployment,  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  families  in  the  district  are  only 
able  to  afford  the  bare  necessities  required  for  existence 
and  it  is  probable  that  a far  higher  percentage  of  under- 
nourished children  would  have  been  recorded  were  it  not 
for  the  sacrifices  of  the  parents  and  the  assistance  extended 
by  the  Council  in  the  provision  of  milk  or  meals  at  the 
schools. 

An  extension  of  the  school  medical  service,  which 
should  receive  the  consideration  of  the  Authority  in  the 
near  future,  is  the  provision  of  facilities  for  the  closer  super- 
vision and  hospital  treatment  of  children  suffering  from 
rheumatic  fever  and  its  sequelae  ; many  of  the  children 
who  are  kept  under  partial  supervision  at  the  school  clinics 
owing  to  manifestations  of  heart  disease  of  rheumatic  origin 
would  have  received  considerable  benefit  and  the  condition 
would  probably  have  been  prevented  if  they  had  received 
adequate  rest  in  a hospital  followed  by  closer  supervision 
in  the  homes  and  at  the  schools.  There  is  also  a need 
for  the  establishment  of  “ open-air  ” schools  and  class- 
rooms for  delicate  children  and  those  convalescing  from 
debilitating  diseases. 


I remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 


School  Medical  Officer. 


Tydfil  House, 

Pentre,  Rhondda. 


Rhondda  Urban  District  Council. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Rhondda  Urban 
District  was  121,940  persons  at  mid-summer,  1938,  this 
figure  being  2,260  persons  less  than  that  recorded  in  the 
previous  year.  The  total  number  of  children  on  the 
registers  of  the  schools  controlled  by  the  Education  Com- 
mittee at  the  end  of  the  year  was  22,742,  comprising  19,740 
children  in  the  elementary  schools,  2,880  pupils  in  the 
higher  schools  and  122  infants  in  the  Ynyscynon  Nursery 
School.  The  number  of  elementary  school  children  was 
999  less  than  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year  but  there 
Was  an  increase  of  178  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  higher 
schools  Whilst  the  number  in  the  Nursery  School  showed 
an  increase  of  five. 

The  total  number  of  elementary  schools  in  the  district 
was  unaltered  at  41  but  owing  to  the  reorganisation  of 
the  schools  in  the  Porth  area  the  total  number  of  depart  - 
ments  was  diminished  by  one,  giving  a total  of  93.  The 
elementary  schools,  including  adjoining  temporary  buildings, 
provided  sufficient  accommodation  for  32,859  places  but 
owing  to  the  uneven  distribution  of  the  vacant  places 
it  was  necessary  to  continue  the  occupation  of  one  vestry 
which  had  accommodation  for  242  children. 


1.— ADMINISTRATION  AND  STAFF. 

The  Public  Health  and  School  Medical  Services  ad- 
ministered by  the  Council  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  is  also  School  Medical  Officer. 
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With  the  exception  of  one  lady  assistant  medical  officer 
who  devotes  the  whole  of  her  time  to  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  work,  the  medical  staff  engaged  by  the  Council 
are  engaged  both  on  public  health  and  school  medical 
duties  and  the  health  visitors  likewise  undertake  the  duties 
of  school  nurses.  The  unification  of  the  services  enables 
due  economy  and  efficiency  of  administration  to  be  main- 
tained and  provides  greater  variety  and  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  individual  members  of  the  medical  and  nursing 
staff.  A list  of  the  school  medical  service  staff  is  given 
at  the  commencement  of  this  Report  and  comparatively 
few  changes  occurred  during  the  year.  In  February 
Dr.  E.  C.  Powell  commenced  duties  as  a temporary  assistant 
medical  officer,  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
inspections  in  the  junior  instruction  centres  and  in  Sep- 
tember he  succeeded  Dr.  R.  Woodrow,  who  terminated 
his  appointment  in  August  after  securing  a similar  post 
under  another  authority.  Dr.  W.  L.  Devlin  also  left 
the  service  of  the  Council  in  August  and  was  succeeded 
by  Dr.  Jennet  Evans,  who  commenced  duties  in  the  same 
month.  At  the  end  of  the  year  Dr.  Gwyneth  N.  Ellis 
was  also  successful  in  obtaining  an  appointment  elsewhere 
and  terminated  her  services  under  the  Council.  No  change 
occurred  in  the  nursing  staff  during  the  year. 


2.— CO-ORDINATION. 

As  indicated  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  the  public 
health  and  school  medical  services  for  the  district  are 
co-ordinated  by  the  unification  of  all  the  health  services 
administered  by  the  Council  under  the  control  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also  the  School  Medical  Officer, 
whilst  the  method  of  allocation  of  the  duties  of  nearly  all 
the  medical  and  nursing  staff  enables  the  members  to 
participate  in  public  health  (including  maternity  and  child 
welfare)  and  school  medical  work. 
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(a)  Infant  and  Child  Welfare. — The  Council's  child 
welfare  arrangements  included  provision  for  the  medical 
supervision  of  pre-school  children  at  the  welfare  centres. 
In  addition  to  children  under  one  year  old,  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  children  between  one  and  five  years  of  age 
attended  the  clinics  fairly  regularly  and  the  number  who 
actually  attended  during  the  year  under  review  was  3,461. 
The  health  visitors  also  paid  6,337  visits  to  the  homes  of 
children  between  one  and  five  years  of  age,  and  as  these 
officers  also  carried  out  the  duties  of  school  nurses  they 
Were  able  to  discuss  with  the  parents  the  welfare  of  children 
of  all  ages  whenever  they  visited  the  homes  Children 
under  five  years  of  age  belonging  to  necessitous  families 
were  granted  milk  free  or  at  half  cost  price  under  the 
Council’s  Milk  Assistance  Scheme  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  medical  officers  at  the  child  welfare  centres. 

( b ) Nursery  Schools. — The  Ynyscynon  Nursery  School 
provided  accommodation  for  120  children  between  two 
and  seven  years  of  age.  This  school  is  administered  in 
accordance  with  the  Nursery  School  Regulations  of  the 
Board  of  Education  and  was  visited  at  frequent  intervals 
by  the  medical  and  school  nursing  staffs.  A second  nursery 
school  to  be  situated  in  the  lower  part  of  Trealaw  was  in 
course  of  erection  during  the  year. 

In  most  of  the  infants’  departments  special  nursery 
class  equipment  has  been  provided  and  2,281  children 
under  five  years  of  age  attended  the  classes  in  these  schools. 

(c)  Care  of  debilitated  children  under  school  age. — The 
ascertainment  of  debilitated  children  under  school  age 
is  mainly  effected  as  a result  of  their  attendance  at  the 
child  welfare  centres.  Cases  found  to  require  medical 
or  surgical  treatment  not  embraced  by  the  Council’s  ar- 
rangements as  a welfare  authority  are  referred  to  their 
own  medical  attendants,  while  dental  and  ophthalmic 
defects  are  treated  at  the  Council’s  clinics. 
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During  the  year,  619  pre-school  children  were  treated 
by  the  Council’s  dental  staff,  nine  children  were  examined 
at  the  eye-clinic  and  spectacles  were  provided  at  the  Council’s 
expense  for  ten  children.  Orthopaedic  treatment  was 
also  provided  under  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  ar- 
rangements for  sixteen  children,  including  three  who 
received  in-patient  treatment  at  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Hospital,  Cardiff. 


3.— HYGIENIC  CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

After  the  visits  to  the  schools  for  routine  medical 
inspection  the  medical  inspectors  submitted  reports  on  the 
condition  of  the  school  premises  and,  on  the  whole,  the 
conditions  were  fairly  satisfactory,  especially  in  regard  to 
cleanliness. 

The  lighting  of  the  classrooms  in  some  of  the  schools 
was  poor  in  the  winter  months  and  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments, consisting  of  the  older  type  of  “ trough  ” closets, 
were  not  in  accordance  with  modern  standards  in  many 
of  the  schools. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record,  however,  that  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Eli  Taylor,  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and 
Architect,  a considerable  amount  of  Work  was  carried 
out  during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  improving  school 
premises  ; in  twenty  schools,  151  new  closet  sets,  consisting 
largely  of  wash-down  pedestals,  were  installed  in  replace- 
ments of  the  “ trough  ” type  of  closet  and  in  sixteen  schools 
new  wash  basins  of  an  improved  type  were  fitted.  The 
playgrounds  attached  to  ten  schools  were  re-surfaced  during 
the  year  whilst  a new  playing  field  for  the  use  of  the  boys 
at  Trelierbert  School  was  completed  and  the  playing  field 
attached  to  the  Porth  County  School  for  Boys  was  extended 
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and  re-surfaced.  Mr.  Taylor  has  also  accelerated  the 
programme  for  school  painting  so  that  painting  will  be 
done  more  frequently  than  in  former  years. 

The  provision  of  facilities  for  the  drying  of  clothing 
and  footgear  continues  to  be  lacking  in  the  schools  in  the 
district  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Authority  will  give  early 
consideration  to  this  matter.  The  incidence  of  respiratory 
and  other  infections  among  the  children  attending  the 
schools  would  be  greatly  lessened  and  the  regularity  of 
their  attendance  at  school  improved  if  arrangements  could 
be  provided  for  drying  damp  outer  clothing,  especially 
in  this  district  where  the  rainfall  is  heavy  and  frequent, 
strong,  driving  winds  cause  greater  wetting  of  the  clothes 
than  in  areas  where  the  climatic  conditions  are  not  so 
severe. 


4.— SCOPE  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  CARRIED  OUT 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 

[a)  The  elementary  school  children  medically  examined 
during  the  year  were  drawn  from  the  following  groups  : — 

(i.)  The  entrants,  or  those  not  previously  examined 
since  their  admission  into  school ; 

(ii.)  The  intermediates,  consisting  of  all  children 
between  eight  and  nine  years  of  age  who  had  not 
previously  been  examined  since  attaining  the  age  of 
eight  years  ; 

(iii.)  The  leavers,  or  those  who  had  reached  the 
age  of  12  years  and  had  not  been  previously  examined 
since  attaining  that  age  ; 

(iv.)  The  specials,  consisting  of  all  children  not 
included  in  the  above  code  groups  who,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  medical  inspectors,  teachers,  or  parents,  required 
medical  attention  at  the  time  of  inspection  ; and 


Xlll. 


(v.)  The  tuberculosis  contacts,  consisting  of  those 
children  who  were  known,  or  believed  to  have  been  in 
close  association  with  one  or  more  cases  of  tuberculosis, 
either  at  their  homes  or  elsewhere  and  were  not 
embraced  by  the  code  or  special  groups  (i.)  to  (iv.). 

During  the  routine  visits  of  the  medical  inspectors 
to  the  schools  the  re-examination  of  children  previously 
found  defective  is  undertaken  with  a view  to  ascertaining 
any  change  that  may  have  taken  place  in  their  condition. 

( b ) The  Local  Education  Authority’s  scheme  of  medical 
inspection  embraces  all  the  items  laid  down  in  the  schedule 
of  the  Board  of  Education. 

(c)  The  routine  procedure  outlined  above  ensures  that 
practically  every  child  attending  the  elementary  schools 
in  the  district  undergoes  medical  examination  and  the 
appearance  of  any  physical  or  mental  defect  can  seldom 
escape  the  vigilance  of  the  medical  staff.  Children  whose 
condition  is  so  seriously  defective  as  to  prevent  their  at- 
tendance at  school  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  depart- 
ment by  the  health  visitors,  attendance  officers  or  other 
welfare  workers,  and  if  such  children  are  unable  to  attend 
at  the  school  clinics  for  medical  examination  arrangements 
are  made  for  the  medical  examinations  to  be  carried  out 
at  their  homes  when  considered  necessary. 

(d)  The  active  interest  and  co-operation  of  the  teaching 
staff  at  the  schools  has  invariably  proved  helpful  in  securing 
the  effectiveness  of  the  arrangements  for  the  school  medical 
inspections.  In  many  schools  it  was  found  necessary 
to  utilise  class-rooms  as  medical  inspection  rooms,  thus 
causing  considerable  interference  with  the  routine  educa- 
tional activities  but  notwithstanding  such  inconvenience 
the  head  teachers  and  their  staffs  have  shown  increasing 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  school  medical  service, 
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( e ) Records  of  the  attendances  of  school  children  at 
the  clinics  for  treatment  were  regularly  sent  to  the  head 
teachers  of  the  schools  in  order  to  enable  them  to  claim 
credit  in  respect  of  such  attendances  in  accordance  with 
Administrative  Memorandum  No.  51  issued  by  the  Board 
of  Education. 


5.— FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

The  numbers  of  children  in  the  code  groups,  i.e.,  en- 
trants, intermediates  and  leavers,  examined  during  the 
year,  were  2,787,  2,390  and  2,154,  respectively,  giving  a 
total  of  7,331.  In  the  special  group  there  were  also  ex- 
amined 2,196  children  whilst  9,693  children  were  re- 
examined for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  condition  of 
defects  which  had  been  discovered  at  previous  inspections 
[cf.  Table  I.,  Appendix). 

Excluding  defects  of  nutrition,  uncleanliness  and 
dental  disease,  the  number  of  individual  children  in  the 
code-groups  found  to  be  suffering  from  defects  amounted 
to  1,365,  equivalent  to  18.6  per  cent,  of  the  number  in- 
spected during  the  year,  the  proportions  in  the  “ entrants,” 
“ intermediate  ” and  “ leaver  ” groups  being  13.5,  22.1  and 
21.4  respectively.  The  corresponding  proportions  re- 
corded in  the  previous  year  were  20.6,  29.5  and  25.5, 
respectively.  The  proportions  of  defective  children  dis- 
covered in  the  various  age-groups  during  the  year  under 
review  were  appreciably  less  than  those  recorded  in  the 
previous  years. 

(a)  Uncleanliness. — Among  the  children  examined  in 
the  code  and  special  groups  814,  or  8.8  per  cent.,  were  found 
to  be  unclean  either  as  regards  their  heads  or  bodies  ; 
the  corresponding  proportion  recorded  in  the  previous  year 
was  8.4  per  cent. 
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Cleanliness  surveys  were  carried  out  by  the  school 
nurses  during  the  year  and  24,158  examinations  were  made. 
During  these  surveys  2,834  children  or  11.7  per  cent,  were 
found  to  be  harbouring  nits,  565  or  2.3  per  cent,  were  in- 
fested with  pediculi  and  158  or  0.7  per  cent,  of  the  children 
were  found  to  be  unclean  in  body  or  clothing.  The  pro- 
portion of  individual  children  found  to  be  unclean  was 
14.4  per  cent. 


The  school  nurses  visited  the  homes  of  all  children 
found  to  be  unclean  and  the  parents  or  guardians  were 
urged  to  take  active  measures  to  secure  the  cleanliness  of 
their  children  and  advised  as  to  the  best  methods  to  be 
adopted.  Subsequent  re-inspections  of  the  children  after 
an  appropriate  interval  showed  that  the  number  of  children 
with  nits  had  been  reduced  to  1,434,  those  with  pediculi 
to  22  and  the  number  with  unclean  bodies  or  clothing  to  31. 


Nutrition. — The  nutritional  condition  of  the  school 
children  continued  to  receive  considerable  attention  during 
the  year  under  review,  especially  with  the  object  of  as- 
certaining those  children  who  on  medical  grounds  were 
considered  to  be  in  need  of  the  additional  nourishment 
provided  by  the  Authority.  The  economic  circumstances 
of  the  parents  showed  no  appreciable  improvement  and 
the  long-standing  depression  in  the  coal-mining  industry, 
upon  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  are  entirely 
dependent,  maintained  a high  incidence  of  permanent 
unemployment  amounting  to  approximately  35.1  per  cent, 
of  the  insured  workers,  and  reacted  unfavourably  on  the 
physical  condition  of  the  population.  It  can  be  recorded 
to  the  credit  of  parents  in  the  district,  however,  that  the 
majority  have  made  considerable  sacrifices  for  the  welfare 
of  their  children  whilst  the  efforts  of  the  Council,  as  a 
maternity  and  child  welfare  and  education  authority,  have 
undoubtedly  assisted  in  preventing  a higher  incidence  of 
malnutrition  amongst  the  child  population. 
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It  will  be  seen  in  Table  II.  B.  (Appendix)  that  of  the 
7,331  children  examined  in  the  code  groups  during  1938, 
11.6  per  cent,  were  classified  as  being  in  an  “ excellent  ” 
state  of  nutrition,  74.2  per  cent,  as  “ normal,”  13.8  per 
cent,  as  " slightly  subnormal  ” and  0.4  per  cent,  as  “ bad  ” ; 
the  corresponding  figures  recorded  in  the  previous  year 
were  12.7,  77.6,  9.4  and  0.3  respectively.  The  nutritional 
condition  of  the  children  examined  during  the  year  under 
review  thus  showed  some  deterioration  as  compared  with 
the  findings  of  the  preceding  year,  the  proportion  classified 
as  being  slightly  sub-normal  showing  an  increase  of  nearly 
fifty  per  cent,  as  compared  with  that  for  the  year  1937. 


The  appended  table  indicates  the  various  changes 
which  have  occurred  in  the  nutritional  condition  of 
Rhondda  children  from  1935  onwards  : — 


Number 

of 

children 
inspected 
in  the 
code  groups 

A 

(Excellent 

Nutrition) 

per  cent. 

B 

(Normal 

Nutrition) 

per  cent. 

C 

(Slightly 
Subnormal 
Nutrition) 
per  cent. 

D 

(Bad 

nutrition), 
per  cent. 

1935 

7,083 

15.9 

75.8 

7.9 

0.4 

1936 

5,714 

14.5 

75.3 

9.8 

0.4 

1937 

5,664 

12.7 

77.6 

9.4 

0.3 

1938 

7,331 

11.6 

74.2 

13.8 

0.4 

XVII. 


The  subjoined  table  amplifies  Table  II.  B.  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  extent  of  indicating  the  nutritional 
condition  of  boys  and  girls  separately  : — 


Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  inspected 
during  the  year  1938. 


Age-groups. 

Number 

of 

Children 

in- 

spected 

A. 

(Excellent). 

B 

(Non 

mal). 

C. 

(Slightly 

subnormal). 

D. 

(Bad). 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

| Boys 

1,411 

174 

12.3 

1,078 

76.4 

159 

11.3 

— 

— 

Entrants  - 

1,376 

184 

13.4 

1,046 

76.0 

141 

10.2 

5 

0.4 

( Total 

2,787 

358 

12.8 

2,124 

76.2 

300 

10.8 

5 

0.2 

Spmnrl  ( B°yS 

1,211 

127 

10.5 

878 

72.5 

205 

16.9 

1 

0.1 

' flge1  j Girls 

1,179 

120 

10.2 

856 

72.6 

197 

16.7 

6 

0.5 

Sroup  | Tota, 

2,390 

247 

10.3 

1,734 

72.6 

402 

16.8 

7 

0.3 

ThirH  / B°ys 

997 

98 

9.8 

735 

73.7 

161 

16.1 

3 

0.3 

1,157 

148 

12.8 

843 

72.9 

152 

13.1 

14 

1.2 

SrouP-  1 Total 

2,154 

246 

11.4 

1,578 

73.3 

313 

14.5 

17 

0.8 

Totals  j Boys 

3,619 

399 

11.0 

2,691 

74.4 

525 

14.5 

4 

0.1 

| Girls 

3,712 

452 

12.2 

2,745 

73.9 

490 

13.2 

25 

0.7 

Grand  Totals 

7,331 

851 

11.6 

5,436 

74.2 

1,015 

13.8 

29 

0.4 

It  will  be  observed  that  sub-normal  nutrition  was  less 
prevalent  amongst  boys  and  girls  in  the  “ entrant  ” group 
than  in  either  of  the  two  other  groups  ; the  schemes  ad- 
ministered by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
for  the  provision  of  milk  for  children  under  five  years  of 
age  and  by  the  Council  in  co-operation  with  the  Milk  Mar- 
keting Board  for  the  supply  of  milk  at  a reduced  rate, 
i.e.,  2d.  per  pint,  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
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children  under  five  years  have  largely  contributed  towards 
maintaining  the  nutritional  condition  of  pre-school 
children. 


TABLE  o?  Heights,  Weights,  and  Chest  Measurements  of  Children 
medically  examined  during  1938. 


Age  in 
Years. 

Sex. 

No.  of  Children. 

Heights. 

(English  in  inches. 
Metric  in  Centimetres). 

Weights. 
(English  in  lbs. 
Metric  in  Kilograms). 

Chest 

Measure- 

ments 

(Inches  and 
Centimetres) 

Average 

Average. 

Average. 

Rhondda. 

Great 

Britain. 

Rhondda. 

Great 

Britain. 

Rhondda. 

Boys 

18 

English 

35.48 

32.03 

20.08 

Metric 

90.11 

14.53 

51.00 

2 to  3 

Girls 

18 

English 

34.45 

29.34 

Metric 

87.50 

13.31 

Boys 

537 

English 

37.61 

32.85 

20.21 

Metric 

95.54 

14.90 

51.34 

3 to  4 

Girls 

515 

English 

37.61 

32.45 

Metric 

95.53 

14.72 

Boys 

455 

English 

40.02 

36.84 

20.69 

Metric 

101.64 

16.71 

52.56 

4 to  5 

Girls 

465 

English 

39.46 

35.25 

Metric 

100.24 

15.99 

Boys 

277 

English 

41.91 

41.03 

40.10 

39.90 

21.05 

Metric 

106.45 

104.25 

18  19 

18.10 

53.46 

5 to  6 

Girls 

232 

English 

41.39 

40.55 

37.94 

39.20 

Metric 

105.13 

103.00 

17.21 

17.80 

Boys 

84 

English 

44.10 

44.00 

45.50 

44.40 

21.85 

Metric 

112.01 

111.75 

20.64 

20.20 

55.50 

6 to  7 

Girls 

78 

English 

43.37 

42.88 

41.80 

41.70 

Metric 

110.17 

109.00 

18.96 

18.90 

Boys 

65 

English 

46.09 

45.97 

47.99 

49.70 

22.69 

Metric 

117.07 

116.76 

21.77 

22.56 

57.64 

7 to  8 

Girls 

45 

English 

46.37 

44.45 

47.73 

47.50 

Metric 

117.78 

112.90 

21.65 

21.56 

TABLE  of  Heights,  Weights,  and  Chest  Measurements  of  Children  medically 
examined  during  1938 — Continued. 


Age  in 
tfears. 

Sex. 

No.  oi  Children. 

Heights. 

(English  in  inches. 
Metric  ia  Centimetres). 

Weights. 
(English  in  lbs. 
Metric  in  Kilograms). 

Chest 

Measure- 

ments 

(Inches  and 
Centimetres 

Average. 

Average. 

Average. 

Rhondda. 

Great 

Britain. 

Rhondda. 

Great 

Britain. 

Rhondda. 

Boys 

1011 

English 

47.69 

47.05 

53.40 

54.90 

23.27 

Metric 

121.12 

119.50 

24.22 

24.92 

59.11 

8 to  9 

Girls 

998 

English 

47.97 

46.60 

52.25 

52.10 

Metric 

121.85 

118.36 

23.70 

23.65 

Boys 

58 

English 

49.70 

49.70 

57.08 

60.40 

23.91 

Metric 

126.25 

126.24 

25.89 

27.42 

60.74 

9 to  10 

Girls 

94 

English 

49.45 

48.73 

55.82 

55.50 

Metric 

125.60 

123.77 

25.32 

25.20 

Boys 

14 

English 

51.88 

51.84 

61.62 

67.50 

25.16 

Metric 

131.77 

131.67 

27.95 

30.64 

63.90 

10  to  11 

Girls 

30 

English 

52.10 

51.05 

64.33 

62.00 

Metric 

132.33 

129.67 

29.18 

28.15 

Boys 

24 

English 

52.98 

53.50 

64.22 

72.00 

25.01 

Metric 

134.58 

136.00 

29.13 

32.75 

63.52 

11  to  12 

Girls 

62 

English 

55.05 

53.10 

73.46 

68.10 

Metric 

139.82 

135.00 

33.33 

30.90 

Boys 

755 

English 

55.30 

54.99 

74.71 

76.70 

25.97 

Metric 

140.47 

139.75 

33.89 

34.80 

65.96 

12  to  13 

Girls 

840 

English 

56.11 

55.66 

78.31 

76.40 

Metric 

142.53 

141.25 

35.52 

34.60 

Boys 

120 

English 

57.12 

56.91 

82.23 

82.60 

26.80 

Metric 

145.08 

144.75 

37.30 

37.50 

68.08 

13  to  14 

Girls 

174 

English 

58.74 

57.77 

90.30 

87.20 

Metric 

149.21 

146.50 

40.96 

39.50 

Boys 

11 

English 

59.67 

91.58 

27.80 

Metric 

151.56 

41.54 

70.60 

14  to  15 

Girls 

69 

English 

57.21 

97.40 

Metric 

145.32 

44.18 

Boys 

1 

English 

62.72 

103.62 

29.53 

Metric 

159.30 

47.00 

75.00 

15  to  16 

Girls 

6 

English 

60.63 

111.16 

Metric 

154.00 

50.42 
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The  following  table  shows  the  average  heights  and 
weights  of  Rhondda  school  children  which  have  been 
recorded  in  the  various  years  indicated  in  the  table  : — 


Heights  and  Weights  of  Rhondda  School  Children  in  certain 

Age  Groups. 


Heights 

(inches) . 

Weights  (lbs.) 

Age 

Groups. 

1915. 

1925 

1935. 

1 

1938. 

1915. 

1925. 

1935. 

1938. 

3-4  years 

Boys 

Girls  

36.41 

36.00 

37.73 

37.47 

37.60 

38.19 

37.61 

37.61 

32.85 

32.85 

33.36 

32.23 

33.66 

32.96 

32.85 

32.45 

4-5  years 

Boys 

Girls  

38.30 

39.29 

39.00 

38.81 

39.53 

38.99 

40.02 

39.46 

35.34 

34.39 

35.21 

34.61 

36.27 

34.83 

36.84 

35.25 

5-6  years 

Boys 

Girls  

40.12 

39.72 

40.83 

39.77 

41.41 

40.94 

41.91 

41.39 

37.26 

36.60 

38.21 

36.40 

39.02 

37.57 

40.10 

37.94 

8-9  years 

Boys 

Girls  

45.08 

44.29 

47.05 

46.48 

47.89 

47.71 

47.69 

47.97 

48.50 

44.97 

50.22 

49.12 

53.59 

53.37 

53.40 

52.25 

12-13  years 

Boys 

Girls  

52.87 
52.48  | 

52.45 

53.87 

55.01 
55.65  1 

55.30 

56.11 

68.45 

69.44 

71.34 

72.99 

75.07 

76.46 

74.71 

78.31 

Footgear  and  Clothing. — Among  the  children  examined 
in  the  code  and  special  groups  0.71  per  cent,  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactorily  clothed  as  compared  with  0.66  per 
cent,  in  the  previous  year  and  the  proportion  of  children 
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with  defective  footgear  was  found  to  be  1.38  per  cent, 
as  compared  with  a corresponding  figure  of  1.98  per  cent, 
in  the  preceding  year. 

(b)  Minor  Ailments. — This  group  of  defects  includes 
certain  of  the  more  common  conditions  found  in  childhood, 
such  as  skin  disease,  external  eye  diseases,  discharging 
ears,  sores,  burns,  scalds  and  superficial  injuries.  Though 
trivial  if  attended  to  without  delay,  neglect  of  the  appli- 
cation of  effective  treatment  may  result  in  the  supervention 
of  serious  complications  and  may  incur  irregularity  in 
school  attendance.  The  number  of  these  defects  recorded 
amongst  the  school  population  during  1938  was  320,  as 
compared  with  288  in  the  preceding  year. 

(c)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — The  number  of  children 
found  to  be  suffering  from  chronic  tonsillitis  and  enlarged 
adenoids,  either  alone  or  in  combination,  was  788,  rep- 
resenting 8.24  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined  in  the 
code  and  special  groups  ; the  corresponding  percentage 
in  the  previous  year  was  6.73. 

There  was  considerable  prevalence  of  sore  throats 
amongst  the  school  population  and  also  amongst  adults 
during  the  latter  part  of  1937  and  the  early  portion  of 
1938  and  it  is  probable  that  the  greater  incidence  of 
chronic  tonsillitis  and  enlargement  of  adenoids  was  a 
sequel  to  this  high  incidence  of  catarrhal  conditions  of  the 
throat  and  naso-pharynx  during  the  preceding  winter 
months. 


(d)  Tuberculosis. — Amongst  the  children  examined  in 
the  code  and  special  groups  one  child  was  diagnosed  as 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  and 
29  were  referred  for  further  examination  as  suspected 
to  be  suffering  from  the  disease.  There  were  also  recorded 
27  cases  of  noil-respiratory  tuberculosis  ; 17  of  these  were 
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cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  glands  in  various  parts  of  the 
body,  whilst  in  the  remaining  ten  cases  bones,  such  as 
the  spine,  or  joints,  such  as  the  hip,  were  affected.  The 
total  number  of  children  definitely  diagnosed  by  the  school 
school  medical  staff  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  thus 
amounted  to  28,  or  0.29  per  cent,  of  those  examined  in  the 
code  and  special  groups  ; the  corresponding  proportion 
recorded  in  the  previous  year  was  0.26  per  cent. 


All  children  known  to  have  been  closely  associated 
with  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  at  their  homes  were 
examined  with  particular  care  by  the  medical  staff  and 
the  results  of  the  examinations  during  1938  are  shown 
in  the  following  table  : — 


TABLE  showing  the  Results  of  the  Examination 
of  Tuberculosis  Contacts. 


Result 

of 

Examination 

Sex. 

Totals. 

Among 

the 

En- 

trants. 

Among 

the 

Inter- 

mediates 

Among 

the 

Leavers. 

Among 
the  re- 
maining 
Children 
selected. 

Positive 

Boys  ... 

Girls  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Doubtful  ... 

Boys  ... 



— 



— 



Girls  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Negative 

Boys  ... 

79 

7 

12 

17 

43 

Girls  ... 

93 

11 

18 

12 

52 

Totals 

Boys  ... 

79 

7 

12 

17 

43 

Girls  ... 

93 

11 

18 

12 

52 

Grand  Totals 

172 

18 

30 

29 

95 
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(e)  Skin  Disease. — During  the  year  50  children  Were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  scabies  whilst  32  were  affected 
with  impetigo,  representing  0.52  and  0.34  per  cent,  res- 
spectively,  of  the  total  number  of  children  examined. 

Ringworm  of  the  head  was  found  in  three  instances 
whilst  only  one  child  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  ring- 
worm of  the  body. 

(/)  External  Eye  Disease. — The  most  common  form 
of  external  eye  disease  found  on  medical  inspection  was 
blepharitis,  or  inflammation  of  the  eyelids,  which  was 
discovered  amongst  81  children  or  0.85  per  cent,  of  those 
examined.  Conjunctivitis  was  observed  in  four  instances 
whilst  corneal  opacities  were  found  in  eight  children. 

(g)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. — Amongst  the 

children  examined  in  the  intermediate  and  leaver  groups 
during  the  year  521  or  11.5  per  cent,  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  defective  vision  (6/9  or  worse)  ; amongst 
the  entrants  who  could  be  tested,  it  was  found  that  15 
were  likewise  suffering  from  defective  vision. 

Strabismus  or  squint  of  varying  degrees  was  discovered 
amongst  51  “ entrants,”  57  “ intermediates  ” and  42 

“leavers,”  making  a total  of  150  cases  and  giving  a per- 
centage proportion  of  2.0  amongst  the  children  examined 
in  these  three  groups. 

(k)  Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing. — During  the 
year  under  review  89  children  or  0.93  per  cent,  of  those 
examined  in  the  code  and  special  groups  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  ear  disease.  Deafness  of  an  appreciable 
extent  was  discovered  amongst  52  children  or  0.55  percent, 
of  the  total  examined.  The  total  number  of  children 
found  to  be  suffering  from  this  group  of  defects  therefore 
amounted  to  141  or  1.48  per  cent,  as  compared  with  a 
corresponding  proportion  of  1.71  in  the  preceding  year. 
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Six  children  were  certified  as  being  deaf  within  the 
meaning  of  Section  69  of  the  Education  Act,  1921,  and 
in  each  instance  the  deafness  appeared  to  be  congenital 
in  origin  ; two  of  the  children  certified  were  under  seven 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  certification. 

[i)  Dental  Defects. — During  1938  there  were  730 
children,  or  7.66  per  cent,  of  those  examined  in  the  code 
and  special  groups,  found  to  possess  four  or  more  carious 
teeth  ; these  children  were  specially  referred  to  the  school 
dental  staff  for  treatment  and  are  included  in  the  1,449 
“ specials  ” inserted  in  Table  V.  (Appendix).  The  corres- 
ponding percentage  in  the  previous  year  was  9.59  and  it 
is  satisfactory  to  report  that  the  percentage  ascertained 
during  the  year  under  review  was  the  lowest  hitherto 
recorded  in  respect  of  the  elementary  school  children  in 
the  district. 

Systematic  dental  inspections  were  undertaken  by 
the  dental  staff  in  all  the  schools  in  the  area.  The  number 
of  sessions  devoted  to  inspections  was  234  and  2,101  children 
were  primarily  examined,  including  33  children  under 
five  years  of  age,  1,377  children  between  five  and  eight 
years  of  age,  and  691  “ specials  ” ; amongst  these  children / 
who  were  dentally  inspected  for  the  first  time,  1,778  or 
84.6  per  cent,  were  found  to  require  dental  treatment  as 
compared  with  a corresponding  proportion  of  85.4  in  the 
previous  year.  As  there  are  a large  number  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age  attending  the  infants’  departments 
of  the  schools  in  the  district  it  is  felt  that  much  benefit 
would  accrue  if  all  these  children  were  dentally  inspected 
so  that  opportunities  for  dental  treatment  could  be  more 
generally  available  at  an  earlier  age  ; children  referred  for 
dental  treatment  from  the  child  welfare  centres  are  usually 
limited  to  those  suffering  from  urgent  dental  defects  and 
it  is  probable  that  a greater  number  of  children  under 
five  years  would  receive  appropriate  dental  treatment 
if  they  were  inspected  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  names 
have  been  entered  on  the  school  registers. 
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During  the  visits  of  the  dental  staff  to  the  schools 
21,609  re-inspections  were  made  of  children  whose  dental 
condition  had  previously  been  recorded.  The  grand  total 
of  the  number  of  dental  inspections  made  during  the  year 
amounted  to  24,468  as  compared  with  26,179  in  the  previous 
year. 

(j)  Crippling  Defects. — The  number  of  children 
amongst  the  school  population  classified  as  suffering  from 
crippling  defects  during  the  year  was  76  as  compared  with 
87  during  the  previous  year.  The  principal  diseases  or 
forms  of  defects  giving  rise  to  crippling  were  : — Infantile 
paralysis  in  14  instances,  genu  valgum  (knock  knee)  in 
14  instances,  congenital  dislocation  of  the  hip  in  eight 
cases,  clubfoot  in  eight  instances,  and  spinal  curvature  in 
six  instances. 

The  total  number  of  children  recorded  as  " exceptional  ” 
within  the  meaning  of  Table  III.  (Appendix)  was  1,003 
equivalent  to  50.6  per  1,000  of  the  elementary  school 
population. 


6.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  unification  of  the  Public  Health  and  School  Medical 
Services  has  proved  of  great  value  in  securing  the  control 
of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  amongst  children  of 
school  age.  The  homes  of  all  notified  cases  of  disease  are 
visited  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  immediate 
steps  are  taken  to  exclude  home  contacts  from  the  schools. 

During  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  there  was 
considerable  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  district,  and 
the  mildness  of  the  attacks  amongst  the  majority  of  those 
notified, — and  probably  a number  of  cases  escaped  noti- 
fication owing  to  the  same  reason, — militated  against 
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securing  effective  control  of  the  disease.  A large  propor- 
tion of  the  population  also  suffered  from  attacks  of  sore 
throat,  of  varying  seventy,  without  any  apparent  eruption 
and  it  is  believed  that  these  throat  affections  were  strep- 
tococcal in  nature  and  akin  to  the  sore  throat  accompanying 
scarlet  fever.  During  the  early  part  of  the  year  numerous 
visits  were  made  to  the  schools  in  the  district  in  order  to 
detect  any  children  in  attendance  who  might  be  suffering 
from  symptoms  or  signs  resembling  those  of  scarlet  fever 
and  two  children  were  excluded  from  the  Hafod  School  on 
two  occasions  and  one  child  was  excluded  from  Park  School; 
these  children  were  excluded  until  on  subsequent  examina- 
tions they  were  found  to  be  free  from  infection. 

All  the  departments  at  the  Hendrefadog  School  were 
visited  in  May  owing  to  an  unusual  prevalence  of  diphtheria 
at  Tylorstown  but  no  “ carriers  ” of  diphtheria  organisms 
were  discovered. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  under  review  certificates 
were  issued  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  15  of  Administrative  Memorandum  No.  51 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  to  the  effect  that  the  attendance 
in  the  infants’  departments  of  the  following  schools  of 
under  60  per  cent,  of  the  children  on  the  registers  was 
attributable  to  infectious  disease,  viz.  : — Bodringallt,  Ton, 
Llwynypia,  Aberllechau,  Blaenllechau,  and  Mardy.  The 
periods  mentioned  in  the  certificates  covered  an  aggregate 
of  17  weeks  and  the  principal  infectious  diseases  causing 
these  low  attendances  were — measles,  scarlet  fever,  whooping 
cough  and  chicken  pox. 

During  the  visits  of  the  medical  staff  to  the  schools 
prior  to  the  granting  of  these  certificates  the  head-teachers 
were  advised  regarding  the  precautions  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  these  infections  and  leaflets  dealing 
with  these  diseases  were  distributed  to  the  children  for  the 
information  of  the  parents. 
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7.— FOLLOWING  UP. 

Defects  discovered  on  the  medical  inspection  of  the 
school  children  were  followed  up  by  the  despatch  of  letters 
to  the  parents  informing  them  of  the  nature  of  the  defects 
and  advising  consultation  with  the  family  medical  attendant  ; 
the  school  nurses  also  visited  the  homes  to  advise  on  the 
application  of  the  treatment  prescribed  and,  in  instances 
where  the  parents  appeared  to  be  dilatory  in  securing 
medical  advice,  to  urge  such  parents  to  seek  treatment 
for  their  children.  Persistent  cases  of  scabies,  impetigo 
and  verminous  conditions  received  special  attention  at 
the  hands  of  the  school  nurses  who  made  more  frequent 
visits  to  the  homes  of  such  cases. 

During  the  year  1938  the  work  of  the  school  nurses 
included  attendances  at  routine  medical  inspections  during 
291  sessions,  47  special  visits  to  the  schools  for  other  pur- 
poses/attendances at  the  school  clinics  during  81  sessions 
and  13,425  visits  to  the  homes. 


8.— MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

(a)  Minor  Ailments. — During  the  year  under  review 
522  children  who  had  previously  been  noted  as  having 
been  suffering  from  one  or  more  of  the  “ minor  ailments  ” 
were  re-examined  and  it  was  found  that  323  or  61.3  per 
cent,  had  received  appropriate  treatment,  the  corres- 
ponding proportion  in  the  previous  year  was  39.1  per  cent. 

(b)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids.— The  Authority’s  arrange- 
ments for  the  operative  treatment  of  school  children 
suffering  from  chronic  tonsillitis  and  enlarged  adenoids, 
at  the  Treherbert,  Pentwyn  and  Llwynypia  Hospitals, 
continued  in  operation  during  1938.  The  number  of 
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school  children  who  received  operative  treatment  under 
these  arrangements  during  the  year  was  327,  as  indicated 
in  the  following  summary  : — 


The  parents  or  guardians  of  22  children  thus  treated 
contributed  a part  or  the  whole  cost  of  the  treatment  in 
accordance  with  the  scale  of  income  prescribed  by  the 
Authority. 

The  school  nurses  visited  all  the  cases  operated  on 
at  the  hospitals  as  soon  as  possible  after  they  had  been 
transferred  to  their  homes  and  advice  on  after-care  was 
given  both  verbally  and  by  means  of  printed  instructions 
on  a card,  such  instructions  giving  details  of  breathing 
exercises  to  be  carried  out  in  order  to  restore  the  restricted 
air-way.  At  varying  intervals,  amounting  to  several 
months,  the  cases  were  subsequently  re-examined  by  the 
medical  staff  and  it  was  almost  invariably  found  that  the 
physical  condition  of  the  children  had  undergone  con- 
siderable improvement. 

One  Rhondda  child,  who  was  a pupil  at  the  Bridgend 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  was  also  operated  on  for  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids  at  the  Bridgend  Hospital. 

On  the  re-examination  of  children  who  had  previously 
been  recorded  as  suffering  from  defects  of  the  nose  or 
throat  it  was  found  that  nineteen  had  received  operative 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  private  practitioners  or  in  hospitals 
apart  from  the  Authority’s  scheme  whilst  348  had  received 
some  form  of  treatment  other  than  operative  in  nature. 


No.  of  children  treated. 


Treherbert  Hospital 
Pentwyn  Hospital 
Llwynypia  Hospital 


38 

87 

202 


Total  327 
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(c)  Tuberculosis. — School  children  who  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  were  referred  to  the  family 
medical  attendants  for  treatment  which  was  usually  ad- 
ministered after  consultation  with  the  Tuberculosis 
Officers  employed  by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association. 

(d)  Skin  Diseases. — Amongst  156  children,  who  had 
previously  been  recorded  as  suffering  from  skin  diseases 
and  who  were  re-examined  during  the  year,  it  was  found 
that  119  or  76.5  per  cent,  had  received  treatment.  The 
corresponding  percentage  recorded  in  the  previous  year 
was  57.8  and  the  improvement  in  the  proportion  treated 
during  the  year  under  review  was  partly  attributable  to 
more  intensive  following  up  by  the  school  nurses  who 
visited  the  homes  to  ensure  that  the  treatment  recom- 
mended was  properly  and  diligently  applied. 

( e ) External  Eye  Disease. — Out  of  167  children  who 
had  been  suffering  from  external  eye  disease  it  was  found 
on  re-examination  that  75  or  44.9  per  cent,  had  received 
treatment  ; the  corresponding  proportion  in  the  previous 
year  was  33.8.  The  larger  proportion  treated  amongst 
this  group  of  diseases  was  again  partly  attributable  to 
closer  attention  being  paid  by  the  school  nurses. 

(/)  Vision. — During  the  year  under  review  761  children 
were  found  to  have  been  examined  for  refractive  errors 
and  of  this  number  727  or  95.5  per  cent,  were  dealt  with 
at  the  Authority’s  Eye  Clinic  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Glenton  Myler, 
F.R.C.S.,  who  attended  during  two  sessions  per  week. 

Amongst  the  727  children  examined  by  Dr.  Myler  it  was 
found  that  667  or  91.7  per  cent,  required  spectacles  and  in  398 
instances  these  appliances  were  supplied  at  the  Authority’s 
expense  owing  to  the  poor  financial  circumstances  of  the 
parents.  During  the  re-examinations  it  was  also  found 
that  240  children  had  been  provided  with  glasses  by  the 
parents,  the  glasses  having  been  prescribed  by  Dr.  Myler 
in  the  Authority’s  Clinic  in  206  instances. 
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(g)  Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing. — The  number 
of  children  who  had  previously  been  noted  as  suffering 
from  ear  disease,  and  who  were  re-examined  during  the 
year,  was  201  and  of  these  it  was  ascertained  that  112  or 
55.7  per  cent,  had  received  effective  treatment  ; the  corres- 
ponding proportion  recorded  in  the  previous  year  was  32.2 
per  cent. 

(h)  Dental  Defects. — The  total  number  of  examinations 
and  re-examinations  of  elementary  school  children  carried 
out  by  the  Council’s  dental  staff  during  the  year  amounted 
to  24,468,  comprising  33  examinations  of  children  under 
five  years  of  age  at  the  Ynyscynon  Nursery  School,  1,377 
routine  cases  between  five  and  eight  years  of  age,  692 
“ specials  ” and  22,367  re-examinations. 

On  19,238  or  78.6  per  cent,  of  the  above  total  examina- 
tions it  was  found  that  dental  treatment  was  required 
as  compared  with  a corresponding  figure  of  75.9  per  cent,  in 
the  previous  year  and,  of  these,  9,994  or  51.9  per  cent,  of  the 
children  were  actually  treated  by  the  dental  staff  during 
the  year  ; it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  a slightly  higher 
percentage  of  children  were  actually  treated  during  1938 
as  compared  with  that  recorded  for  1937  which  was  47.6. 

Members  of  the  school  medical  staff  administered 
general  anaesthesia  for  the  purpose  of  dental  extractions 
to  3,829  children  during  the  year  under  review. 

Though  routine  dental  inspections  are  now  carried 
out  in  all  the  elementary  schools  in  the  district,  the  dental 
staff  cannot  be  regarded  as  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the 
services  administered  by  the  Council  and  further  extension 
of  dental  supervision  to  all  children  under  five  years  of 
age  attending  the  schools  would  probably  prove  valuable 
in  preventing  the  onset  of  dental  caries  when  the  permanent 
dentition  supervenes. 

Details  are  given  in  the  two  appended  tables  regarding 
the  work  of  inspection  in  the  elementary  schools  and  of 
treatment  in  the  clinics  carried  out  by  the  School  Dental 
Surgeons  during  the  year  under  review  ( cf . also  Table  V. 
Appendix) . 
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Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1938. 

1.— INSPECTION. 


Schools. 

No.  of 

School  Sessions. 

Groups. 

BOYS 

G 

IRLS. 

Examined. 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

Examined. 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

Blaenrhondda  ... 

2 

5-8  years 

7 

7 

4 

8 

. 6 

6 

Specials 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

72 

67 

52 

64 

59 

44 

Blaenycwm 

2 

5-8  years 

5 

5 

3 

3 

3 

5 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Re-examinations 

57 

52 

46 

63 

58 

32 

Dunraven 

2 

5-8  years 

12 

12 

9 

21 

19 

16 

Specials 

3 

3 

1 

4 

4 

— 

Re-examinations 

129 

120 

107 

107 

96 

85 

Treherbert 

2 

5-8  years 

8 

8 

14 

8 

8 

13 

Specials 

3 

3 

7 

10 

10 

14 

Re-examinations 

83 

75 

52 

112 

100 

62 

Penyrenglyn 

4 

5-8  years 

11 

9 

24 

8 

7 

26 

Specials 

20 

20 

22 

11 

11 

10 

Re-examinations 

200 

179 

137 

234 

225 

150 

Ynyswen 

1 

5-8  years 

5 

4 

5 

8 

8 

4 

Specials 

Re-examinations 

58 

54 

34 

54 

50 

30 

Treorchy 

12 

5-8  years 

18 

16 

7 

24 

24 

12 

Specials 

28 

28 

11 

60 

60 

28 

Re-examinations 

546 

490 

187 

542 

476 

186 

Park  

4 

5-8  years 

19 

9 

10 

16 

16 

11 

Specials 

1 

1 

2 

5 

5 

9 

Re-examinations 

165 

144 

104 

165 

122 

71 

Pentre  

6 

5-8  years 

29 

23 

18 

32 

25 

14 

Specials 

20 

20 

16 

3 

3 

4 

Re-examinations 

220 

190 

130 

241 

209 

163 

Ton 

4 

5-8  years 

15 

14 

15 

14 

8 

6 

Specials 

7 

7 

5 

3 

3 

1 

Re-examinations 

213 

157 

80 

228 

165 

76 

Bronllwyn 

— 

5-8  years 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

8 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

3 
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Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1938. 

1. — INSPECTION — Continued. 


Schools. 

No.  of 

School  Sessions. 

BOYS 

GIRL 

S. 

Groups. 

Examined . 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

Examined. 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

Bodringallt 

4 

5-8  years 

_ 



2 



4 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

— 

— 

62 

— 

— 

58 

Pontrhondda 

6 

5-8  years 

14 

9 

1 

6 

5 

2 

Specials 

— 

— 

1 

19 

19 

10 

Re-examinations 

257 

235 

126 

27C 

237 

106 

Nantgwyddon  ... 

2 

5-8  years 

Specials 

2 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

17 

11 

6 

9 

2 

2 

Llwynypia 

4 

5-8  years 

12 

9 

6 

17 

13 

9 

Specials 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

186 

117 

67 

163 

107 

70 

Blaenclydach 

4 

5-8  years 

28 

23 

18 

18 

14 

11 

Specials 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

225 

166 

103 

192 

123 

87 

Cwmclydach 

5 

5-8  years 

29 

26 

17 

31 

28 

17 

Specials 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Re-examinations 

271 

187 

96 

287 

223 

116 

Ynyscynon 

3 

2-7  years 

20 

5 

3 

14 

6 

2 

(Nursery) 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

133 

69 

35 

125 

73 

31 

Trealaw 

6 

5-8  years 

22 

19 

12 

26 

19 

8 

Specials 

5 

3 

2 

3 

3 

5 

Re-examinations 

320 

228 

76 

314 

2(9 

96 

Alaw 

3 

5-8  years 

16 

11 

6 

12 

11 

8 

Specials 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Re-e  xamination  s 

115 

63 

35 

102 

58 

51 

Tonypandy 

4 

5-8  years 

9 

8 

10 

12 

11 

8 

Specials 

4 

3 

2 

4 

3 

— 

Re-examination  s 

134 

89 

51 

156 

118 

80 

Tonypandy  R.C. 

2 

5-8  years 

6 

3 

1 

5 

4 

1 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Re-examinations 

66 

44 

24 

44 

32 

23 
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Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1938. 

1. — INSPECTION — Continued. 


Schools. 

No.  of 

School  Sessions. 

Groups. 

BOYS 

GIRLS. 

Examined. 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

Examined . 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

Penygraig 

3 

5-8  years 

7 

6 

4 

8 

8 

7 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

3 

Re-  examin  ations 

43 

34 

31 

266 

202 

142 

Graigddu 

— 

5-8  years 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

9 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

37 

Dinas 

2 

5-8  years 











Specials 

6 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

281 

216 

138 

— 

— 

— 

Craig-yr-Eos 

4 

5-8  years 

29 

24 

14 

11 

10 

12 

Specials 

4 

4 

3 

5 

4 

1 

Re-examinations 

275 

187 

118 

294 

200 

148 

Williamstown  ... 

4 

5-8  years 

11 

9 

1 

20 

18 

11 

Specials 

6 

3 

2 

16 

14 

15 

Re-examinations 

155 

117 

72 

162 

121 

92 

Cymmer 

6 

5-8  years 

29 

24 

6 

20 

16 

7 

Specials 

5 

5 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

283 

186 

79 

268 

175 

64 

Hafod 

12 

5-8  years 

35 

33 

8 

32 

23 

15 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

508 

396 

136 

506 

397 

149 

Llwyncelyn 

16 

5-8  years 

47 

36 

8 

48 

36 

4 

Specials 

Re-examinations 

789 

650 

218 

832 

622 

238 

Porth  

12 

5-8  years 

60 

28 

24 

48 

42 

16 

Specials 

Re-examinations 

702 

550 

178 

698 

530 

185 

Islwyn 

12 

5-8  years 

41 

31 

10 

31 

26 

14 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

507 

391 

271 

496 

392 

218 

Ynyshir 

10 

5-8  years 

23 

18 

4 

27 

17 

12 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

496 

377 

218 

519 

394 

199 
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Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1938. 

1 . — INSPECTION — Continued. 


Schools, 

No.  of 

School  Sessions. 

Groups. 

BOYS. 

GIRLS. 

Examined,  j 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

I 

Examined.  | 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

Aberllechau 

9 

5-8  years 

30 

27 

4 

27 

21 

10 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

579 

444 

185 

486 

102 

212 

Pontygwaith 

3 

5-8  years 

3 

3 

2 

7 

5 



Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-  examin  ation  s 

148 

120 

46 

175 

136 

74 

Stanley 

2 

5-8  years 

16 

12 

5 

12 

8 

3 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

56 

34 

12 

64 

46 

17 

Tylorstown 

14 

5-8  years 

8 

8 

9 

24 

16 

8 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

611 

476 

132 

485 

375 

155 

Hendrefadog 

10 

5-8  years 

6 

2 

12 

4 

2 

Specials 

Re-examinations 

408 

320 

98 

322 

286 

119 

Dyffryn 

2 

5-8  years 

26 

22 

10 

20 

18 

5 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

89 

80 

19 

88 

64 

19 

Ferndale 

19 

5-8  years 

23 

23 

7 

18 

16 

12 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

986 

728 

346 

1020 

791 

380 

Blaenllechau 

1 

5-8  years 

4 

3 



8 

8 



Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

29 

21 

— 

27 

22 

— 

Maerdy 

11 

5-8  years 

30 

22 

4 

41 

32 

8 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

668 

501 

68 

504 

386 

73 

Other  Schools  ... 



Specials 

219 

219 

219 

188 

188 

188 

Re-examinations 

298 

298 

298 

314 

314 

314 

Totals 

234 

12426 

9744 

4901 

12042 

9494 

5093 
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Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1938, 


2.— TREATMENT. 


School. 

Extractions. 

Fillings. 

Dressings. 

Gen 

Anae 

teral 

isthetic. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Nit- 

rous 

Oxide. 

Other. 

Bl’nrhondda 

Boys 

49 

8 

23 

4 

34 

12 

Girls 

51 

5 

— 

24 

14 

11 

14 

— 

Blaenycwm 

Boys 

61 

8 

— 

16 

4 

28 

18 



Girls 

58 

6 

— 

31 

14 

17 

16 

— 

Dunraven  . . . 

Boys 

227 

23 



27 

23 

48 

40 



Girls 

193 

11 

— 

27 

29 

52 

36 

— 

Treherbert  ... 

Boys 

110 

17 



6 

15 

17 

38 



Girls 

121 

51 

— 

9 

12 

22 

51 

— 

Penyrenglyn 

Boys 

383 

44 

— 

18 

12 

82 

103 



Girls 

303 

66 

— 

27 

4 

67 

106 

— 

Ynyswen  ... 

Boys 

57 

1 

— 

1 

7 

6 

14 



Girls 

44 

2 

— 

2 

26 

4 

13 

— 

Treorchy  ... 

Boys 

237 

51 

— 

89 

48 

100 

78 



Girls 

340 

67 

— 

141 

49 

112 

111 

— 

Park 

Boys 

213 

57 

— 

35 

12 

35 

67 



Girls 

213 

44 

— 

39 

4 

18 

60 

— 

Pentre 

Boys 

197 

47 

— 

30 

33 

91 

64 



Girls 

183 

51 

7 

68 

35 

75 

68 

— 

Ton 

Boys 

265 

13 

— 

38 

34 

18 

47 



Girls 

173 

25 

2 

15 

16 

21 

42 

— 

Bronllwyn  ... 

Boys 

16 

8 

1 

4 

2 



6 



Girls 

14 

9 

— 

8 

4 

3 

8 

— 

Bodringallt 

Boys 

131 

10 

— 

22 

8 

22 

31 



Girls 

97 

4 

— 

43 

5 

33 

20 

— 

Pontrhondda 

Boys 

97 

10 

— 

23 

4 

88 

29 



Girls 

84 

14 

— 

19 

8 

69 

31 

— 

N’ntgwyddon 

Boys 

4 

9 

— 

— 

— 

6 

5 



Girls 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Llwynypia  ... 

Boys 

120 

10 

— 

21 

23 

22 

23 



Girls 

105 

26 

— 

49 

1 27 

46 

37 

— 
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Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1938. 

2. — TREATMENT — Continued. 


School. 

Extractions. 

Fillings. 

Dressings. 

Gen 

Anaesl 

eral 

thetic. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Tern 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Nit- 

rous 

Oxide. 

Other. 

Bl’clydach 

Boys 

236 

43 

45 

8 

38 

57 

Girls 

139 

28 

— 

43 

16 

37 

33 

— 

Cwmclydach 

Boys 

229 

38 



54 

21 

42 

44 

— 

Girls 

216 

43 

— 

68 

25 

37 

60 

— 

Ynyscynon 

Boys 

53 

— 

— 

— 

65 

12 

14 

— 

Girls 

57 

2 

1 

— 

59 

2 

16 

— 

Tonypandy 

Boys 

140 

23 



22 

8 

10 

32 

— 

Girls 

125 

41 

— 

78 

17 

56 

41 

— 

T’pandy  R.C. 

Boys 

37 

1 



14 

16 

2 

3 

— 

Girls 

36 

15 

— 

19 

2 

8 

11 

— 

Trealaw 

Boys 

85 

24 



56 

46 

43 

29 

— 

Girls 

138 

51 

— 

129 

23 

41 

51 

— 

Alaw 

Boys 

77 

11 



19 

19 

8 

15 

— 

Girls 

59 

20 

— 

39 

13 

20 

20 

— 

Penygraig  ... 

Boys 

103 





— 

41 

6 

19 

— 

Girls 

286 

34 

— 

Ill 

38 

49 

65 

— 

Graigddu  . . . 

Boys 

29 



— 

— 

10 

2 

7 

— 

Girls 

98 

4 

— 

15 

7 

11 

24 

— 

Dinas 

Boys 

215 

31 



132 

17 

69 

25 

— 

Girls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Craig-yr-Eos 

Boys 

153 

69 



72 

56 

37 

48 

— 

Girls 

158 

92 

— 

111 

62 

73 

68 

— 

Williamstown 

Boys 

147 

14 



26 

36 

25 

23 

— 

Girls 

229 

26 

— 

33 

45 

42 

41 

— 

Cymmer 

Boys 

88 

17 



26 

20 

32 

13 

— 

Girls 

88 

19 

— 

16 

12 

22 

23 

Hafod 

Boys 

112 

4 

o 

79 

38 

55 

37 

— 

Girls 

141 

25 

— 

84 

43 

50 

56 

— 

Llwyncelyn 

Boys 

223 

27 



137 

96 

42 

51 

— 

Girls 

143 

24 

— 

122 

72 

29 

67 
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Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1938. 

2. — TREATMENT — Continued. 


School. 

Extractions. 

Fillii 

3gS. 

Dres 

sings. 

Ger 

Anaes 

£2 

P 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Nit- 

rous 

Oxide 

Other. 

Porth 

Boys 

173 

11 

108 

96 

35 

54 

Girls 

177 

16 

— 

106 

53 

35 

59 

— 

Islwyn 

Boys 

118 

12 

— 

172 

59 

105 

33 



Girls 

118 

13 

— 

138 

105 

71 

34 

— 

Ynyshir 

Boys 

84 

11 

— 

123 

i 117 

61 

21 

— 

Girls 

67 

12 

— 

109 

116 

63 

21 

— 

Aberllechau 

Boys 

109 

17 



128 

64 

28 

40 



Girls 

114 

16 

— 

119 

56 

41 

41 

— 

Pontygwaith 

Boys 

14 

5 

— 

25 

39 

13 

4 



Girls 

31 

2 

— 

47 

44 

10 

5 

— 

Stanley 

Boys 

20 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

13 



Girls 

16 

— 

— 

8 

9 

— 

6 

— 

Tylorstown 

Boys 

138 

17 

— 

6C 

14 

29 

47 

— 

Girls 

164 

30 

— 

76 

34 

27 

58 

— 

Hendrefadog 

Boys 

30 

4 

— 

98 

5 

26 

8 



Girls 

18 

11 

— 

99 

40 

27 

13 

— 

Dyffryn 

Boys 

i 69 

6 

— 

— 

23 



18 



Girls 

48 

— 

— 

2 

36 

— 

14 

— 

Ferndale 

Boys 

175 

45 



273 

92 

74 

60 



Girls 

215 

59 

— 

280 

130 

78 

82 

— 

Maerdy 

Boys 

106 

16 

— 

28 

14 

10 

39 



Girls 

122 

24 

— 

28 

24 

5 

52 

— 

Other 

Boys 

1185 

292 



135 

64 

49 

493 



Schools 

Girls 

935 

308 

10 

162 

71 

49 

431 

— 

Totals 

|l2232 

2353 

23 

4732 

2714 

2885 

3829 

— 

XXXV111. 


(i)  Crippling  Defects  and  Orthopaedics. — During  the 
year  under  review  31  elementary  school  children  were 
referred  for  treatment  under  the  care  of  the  orthopaedic 
surgeon  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff,  at  the 
Education  Authority’s  expense  ; of  these  23  were  examined 
by  the  surgeon,  11  received  in-patient  treatment  and  three 
received  out-patient  treatment  at  the  hospital  whilst 
20  children  were  either  provided  with  new  orthopaedic 
appliances  or  the  appliances  previously  worn  were  repaired. 


During  the  course  of  the  year  a scheme,  embracing 
consultations  by  an  orthopaedic  surgeon  at  the  Carnegie 
Welfare  Centre,  the  employment  of  a whole-time  ortho- 
paedic nurse  and  facilities  for  treatment  by  massage, 
electricity  and  remedial  exercises  at  the  Carnegie  Centre 
and  the  newly -erected  clinics,  was  approved  and  the  ortho- 
paedic nurse  was  duly  appointed  and  commenced  duties 
early  in  November. 


9.— OPEN-AIR  EDUCATION. 

No  open-air  school  has  been  established  in  the  district. 
The  Education  Authority  has,  however,  realised  the  value 
of  open-air  schools  and  several  schemes  have  been  con- 
sidered from  time  to  time,  including  the  consideration  of 
one  scheme  during  1938  when  the  purchase  of  a small 
mansion  with  the  adjoining  grounds  and  the  adaptation 
thereof  for  the  purpose  of  an  open-air  school  to  serve  a 
portion  of  the  area  were  discussed.  All  such  proposals, 
however,  have  been  deferred  owing  to  financial  stringency. 

The  provision  of  one  or  more  open-air  classrooms 
for  each  department  is  well  worthy  of  consideration  by 
the  Authority  as  not  likely  to  incur  prohibitive  expenditure. 
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10.— PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

Organised  teaching  in  physical  culture  under  the 
Rhondda  Education  Authority  was  mainly  limited  during 
the  year  under  review  to  the  pupils  attending  the  higher 
and  secondary  schools,  two  men  and  two  women  teachers 
being  engaged  for  this  purpose  whilst  one  additional  female 
teacher  devoted  the  whole  of  her  time  to  the  children 
attending  the  elementary  schools. 

In  some  of  the  elementary  schools  where  teachers 
who  had  acquired  special  training  were  members  of  the 
staff  more  instruction  was  generally  given  in  physical 
exercises  and  organised  games. 

The  school  medical  staff  has  frequently  given  advice 
as  to  the  ability  of  pupils  to  undergo  physical  exercises 
and  the  nature  of  the  exercises  which  partially  disabled 
pupils  were  able  to  perform,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  pre- 
cautions are  taken  to  ensure  that  no  deleterious  effects 
ensue  from  excessive  or  too  strenuous  exertion  during  or- 
ganised physical  exercises  in  the  schools. 


11.— PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

No  alteration  was  introduced  into  the  arrangements 
for  the  provision  of  meals  to  children  attending  the 
elementary  schools  during  the  year  under  review.  In  a 
few  departments  mid-day  meals  were  provided  through 
the  agency  of  voluntary  workers  under  the  supervision  of 
the  head  teachers  whilst  in  the  rest  of  the  departments 
the  supplementary  nourishment  provided  by  the  Authority 
consisted  of  one  halfpint  of  milk  per  session  per  child  together 
with  biscuits,  bread  and  butter  or  fruit.  The  arrange- 
ments also  enabled  the  children  to  receive  the  milk  in  the 
schools  during  the  school  holidays. 
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In  addition  to  the  ascertainment  of  malnourished 
children  during  the  routine  visits  of  the  medical  staff  to 
the  schools  a special  survey  of  all  the  children  attending 
the  elementary  schools  was  undertaken  for  the  purpose 
of  the  certification  of  such  children  as  were  considered 
to  be  in  need  of  additional  nourishment.  In  assessing 
the  nutritional  condition  of  the  children  particular  at- 
tention was  given  to  their  general  physical  condition,  such 
as  the  colour  of  the  mucus  membranes,  muscular  tone, 
general  alertness,  etc.  Many  children  who  were  on  the 
borderline  of  normality  and  subnormality  were  thus  cer- 
tified and  a fair  number  of  children  who  had  apparently 
attained  an  average  normal  condition  were  re-certified 
as  being  in  need  of  additional  nourishment  in  order  to 
establish  their  condition  more  permanently  and  to  prevent 
possible  retrogression  which  might  occur  if  the  provision 
of  additional  nourishment  Were  withheld. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  18,885  children  were  sur- 
veyed by  the  medical  staff  and  5,716  or  30.27  per  cent, 
were  certified  as  being  in  need  of  additional  nourishment  ; 
of  the  above  number  62  or  0.33  per  cent,  were  considered 
to  be  in  a “ bad  ” nutritional  condition,  5,022  or  26.59 
per  cent,  showed  slighter  degrees  of  subnormality  and  the 
remaining  632  or  3.35  per  cent,  were  considered  to  have 
attained  a normal  state  of  nutrition  but  required  addit- 
ional nourishment  to  stabilise  or  maintain  their  condition. 

The  corresponding  proportion  certified  in  the  previous 
year  was  30.4  per  cent. 

During  the  survey  3,219  children  who  had  been  cer- 
tified in  previous  surveys  were  re-examined  and  amongst 
2,046  children  who  had  received  the  additional  nourishment 
provided  by  the  Authority  80.6  per  cent,  had  developed 
physically  to  a greater  extent  than  the  average  Rhondda 
children  of  the  same  age  and  sex  ; all  these  children 
belonged  to  families  who  were  considered  to  be  necessitous 
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within  the  meaning  of  the  income  scale  prescribed  by  the 
Authority.  Amongst  1,173  children  who  belonged  to 
non-necessitous  families  and  consequently  did  not  receive 
the  additional  nourishment  provided  by  the  Authority 
70.3  per  cent,  were  found  to  have  improved  to  a corres- 
ponding extent. 

The  results  of  the  survey  disclosed  that  the  nutritional 
condition  of  children  under  five  years  was  considerably 
better  than  that  of  children  in  the  older  age  groups  ; of  the 
2,499  children  under  five  years  surveyed  only  185  or  7.4 
per  cent,  were  certified  as  requiring  additional  nourish- 
ment and  in  only  two  instances  was  the  nutritional 
condition  considered  to  be  “ bad.” 

The  facilities  for  the  provision  of  milk  in  schools  on 
the  payment  of  one  half-penny  per  third  of  a pint,  under 
the  scheme  introduced  by  the  Milk  Marketing  Board, 
continued  in  operation  during  the  year  and  the  numbers 
of  children  who  took  advantage  of  the  scheme  should 
have  been  greater.  Amongst  4,788  children,  who  had 
been  receiving  milk  under  this  scheme  and  examined  during 
the  survey,  it  was  found  that  nine  or  0.19  per  cent,  were  in 
a “ bad  ” state  of  nutrition  and  771  or  16.10  per  cent, 
showed  lesser  degrees  of  subnormality ; these  figures 
indicate  that  the  nutritional  condition  of  the  children 
who  have  been  able  to  participate  in  the  scheme  is  much 
better  than  that  of  the  average  school  population. 

According  to  information  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  W. 
Morris  Jones,  Director  of  Education,  the  aggregate  number 
of  meals  provided  by  the  Authority  during  1938  was 
2,154,354,  comprising  66,752  dinners  and  2,087,602  milk 
meals  as  compared  with  2,234,047,  66,752  and  2,148,645, 
respectively,  in  the  preceding  year.  The  largest  number 
of  children  fed  in  any  one  week  was  5,588  of  whom  313 
received  dinners  and  5,275  were  provided  with  milk  meals. 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  salient  facts  ascertained 
during  general  surveys  in  the  five  last  years  : — 


Year. 

Period 
of  the 
Year. 

Total 

children 

in 

attend- 

ance. 

Malnourished. 

Per- 
centage of 
mal- 
nourished 
to  total 
in  at- 
tendance. 

Newly 

selected. 

Re- 

selected. 

Total. 

1934 

April 

May 

June 

July 

24527 

398 

1023 

1421 

5.79 

1935 

April 

May 

Tune 

July 

23713 

2272 

1180 

3452 

14.6 

1936 

April 

May 

June 

July 

22223 

3726 

2275 

6001 

27.0 

1937 

April 

May 

June 

July 

20190 

3170 

2973 

6143 

30.4 

1938 

April 

May 

June 

July 

18885 

2703 

3013 

5716 

30.3 

The  appended  table  gives  in  tabular  form  the  findings 
arrived  at  by  the  re-examinations  undertaken  during  the 
malnutrition  surveys  of  the  five  last  years  : — 
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12.— SCHOOL  BATHS. 

No  facilities  in  the  form  of  baths  have  been  provided 
in  the  elementary  schools  in  the  district  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  matter  will  receive  due  consideration  whenever 
proposals  are  submitted  for  structural  alterations  in  the 
schools,  particularly  when  alterations  in  the  heating 
systems  are  contemplated. 

During  the  summer  months  full  use  was  made,  when 
the  weather  Was  favourable,  of  the  open-air  swimming 
baths  at  Gelligaled  (Ystrad),  Porth,  Treherbert  and 
Ferndale  ; arrangements  were  also  made  for  the  children 
from  the  Aberllechau  and  Ynyshir  Schools  to  attend  at 
the  open-air  baths  at  Wattstown.  Children  over  twelve 
years  of  age  received  instruction  in  swimming  and  391 
children  were  successful  in  obtaining  the  Learner’s  Cer- 
tificate, 137  gained  the  Proficiency  Certificate  and  71 
qualified  for  the  Advanced  Certificate  in  swimming  during 
the  year. 

13,  14,  15  and  16.— 

GO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS,  TEACHERS, 
ATTENDANCE  OFFICERS  and  VOLUNTARY  BODIES. 

The  attendance  of  parents  at  the  routine  medical 
inspections  continues  to  be  disappointing  but  it  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  the  co-operation  of  parents  or  guardians  in 
securing  treatment  for  their  children  has  improved  and 
a greater  proportion  of  the  defects  observed  during  medical 
inspection  received  appropriate  attention.  It  is  regretted, 
however,  that  more  parents  and  guardians  have  not  taken 
advantage  of  the  opportunities  provided  during  medical 
inspection  of  obtaining  personal  contact  with  the  medical 
inspectors  who  are  in  a position  to  explain  the  laws  of 
health  in  a short  interview  much  more  effectively  than 
by  transmitting  such  information  on  a printed  leaflet 
or  a typewritten  letter. 
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The  head-teachers  and  their  subordinate  staffs  have 
continued  to  furnish  their  valuable  co-operation  in  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  the  school  medical  service.  With 
the  willing  co-operation  of  the  local  Head  Teachers’ 
Association  special  forms  were  introduced  during  the  year 
which  facilitated  the  reference  to  the  School  Medical  Officer 
in  the  intervals  between  the  visits  of  the  medical  inspectors 
to  the  schools  of  any  children  who  appeared  to  the  head- 
teachers to  be  in  urgent  need  of  such  treatment  as  was 
provided  by  the  Education  Authority  or  concerning  whom 
medical  advice  was  needed. 

The  attendance  officers,  who  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Director  of  Education,  maintained  a close  association 
with  the  school  medical  service  and  were  frequently  in- 
strumental in  providing  information  regarding  children 
who  required  special  attention  owing  to  physical  defects. 

The  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children  continued  to  render  valuable  service  in  the  interests 
of  the  school  children  in  the  district  ; a close  liaison 
was  maintained  with  the  society’s  resident  inspector  who, 
with  his  characteristic  tact,  was  successful  in  persuading 
many  apathetic  parents  to  obtain  appropriate  treatment 
for  their  children  ; he  also  proved  helpful  in  dealing  with 
some  of  the  more  neglectful  parents  of  verminous  children 
and  also  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  informa- 
tion regarding  any  physically  or  mentally  defective 
children  who  might  be  enduring  unnecessary  suffering. 


17.— BLIND,  DEAF,  DEFECTIVE  and  EPILEPTIC 
CHILDREN. 

The  number  of  “ exceptional  ” children  in  the  district 
is  shown  in  Table  III.  (Appendix)  and  amounted  to  1,005 
or  50.5  per  1000  of  the  school  population  as  compared 
with  a corresponding  proportion  of  53.6  recorded  in  the 
previous  year. 
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The  ascertainment  of  these  children  was  principally 
effected  during  the  routine  medical  inspections  at  the  schools 
and  subsequent  detailed  examinations  when  considered 
necessary ; some  of  the  cases  were  referred  to  the  De- 
partment from  the  child  welfare  clinics,  or  by  the  school 
nurses,  attendance  officers  and  the  National  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  especially  in  instances 
where  the  children  were  not  in  attendance  at  school. 

Nantgwyddon  School. — This  school  was  established 
in  1927  as  a day  school  for  educable  mentally  defective 
children  between  seven  and  16  years  of  age.  Accommo- 
dation is  provided  for  20  boys  and  30  girls  and  children 
are  recommended  for  admission  after  medical  examination 
in  accordance  with  Form  306M  and  the  receipt  of  reports 
on  Form  41D  from  the  head-teachers  of  the  schools  where 
the  children  had  been  attending. 

The  medical  and  dental  staff  visit  the  school  not  less 
frequently  than  once  a year  when  the  physical  and  mental 
condition  of  each  child  is  ascertained  and  reviewed. 

Considerable  difficulty  is  encountered  in  securing 
the  attendance  of  children  at  this  school  owing  to  the 
reluctance  of  parents  to  realise  or  admit  that  the  mental 
capacity  of  those  children  recommended  for  admission 
is  such  that  they  would  receive  greater  benefit  from  the 
special  instruction  given  at  this  school  as  compared  with 
that  obtained  in  the  ordinary  elementary  schools. 

Physically  Defective  Children. — During  the  course  of 
the  year  23  children  of  school  age  were  examined  by  the 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital, 
Cardiff ; in  three  instances  in-patient  treatment  at  the 
Hospital  was  provided,  four  others  received  out-patient 
treatment  and  in  20  instances  appliances  were  either  ob- 
tained or  repaired  at  the  cost  of  the  Education  Authority. 
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In  the  year  under  review  an  orthopaedic  scheme, 
including  provision  for  consultations  at  the  orthopaedic 
department  of  the  Carnegie  Welfare  Centre  and  the  em- 
ployment of  a whole-time  orthopaedic  nurse,  was  approved 
and  the  orthopaedic  nurse  commenced  duties  under  the 
scheme  early  in  November. 


18. — NURSERY  SCHOOLS. 

The  Ynyscynon  Nursery  School,  at  the  upper  end  of 
Trealaw,  was  fully  utilised  during  the  year  under  review 
and  was  attended  by  children  between  two  and  seven 
years  of  age. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  school  nurse  to  visit 
the  school  once  a week — usually  on  Monday  mornings — 
and  a member  of  the  medical  staff  visited  the  school  at 
approximate  intervals  of  one  month  ; each  child  was 
medically  examined  once  a term. 

During  the  period  for  which  this  school  has  been 
opened,  viz.,  since  September,  1935,  there  has  been  abundant 
evidence  that  the  children  have  derived  considerable  phys- 
ical and  educational  benefit  from  the  facilities  provided 
at  the  school  and  in  the  year  under  review  a second  nursery 
school  was  in  course  of  construction  at  the  lower  part  of 
Trealaw,  namely  at  the  Infants’  Department  of  the  Alaw 
School. 

Nursery  classes  have  also  been  established  in  most 
of  the  infants’  departments  of  the  other  schools  in  the 
district  but  adequate  medical  and  nursing  supervision  of 
the  children  attending  these  classes  has  not  yet  been 
provided  ; many  of  the  children  under  five  years  of  age 
attending  these  classes,  however,  also  attend  periodically 
at  the  child  welfare  centres  where  they  are  medically  ex- 
amined by  the  medical  officers  presiding  at  the  centres. 
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19.  SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 

The  secondary  and  higher  schools  under  the  control 
of  the  Authority  comprise  four  mixed  secondary  schools 
and  a junior  technical  school  for  boys,  whilst  the  medical 
supervision  of  the  pupils  attending  the  two  county  schools 
(one  each  for  boys  and  girls)  is  also  undertaken  by  the 
medical  staff  of  the  Authority. 

Medical  inspection  at  these  schools  during  the  year 
under  review  was  limited  to  the  examination  of  all  entrants 
as  a routine  group,  the  examination  of  special  cases  referred 
to  the  medical  inspectors  by  the  head-masters  or  at  the 
request  of  the  parents,  and  the  re-examination  of  those 
pupils  found  to  be  defective  at  previous  inspections.  The 
numbers  examined  in  these  various  groups  were  639,  198 
and  776,  respectively. 

The  findings  at  these  inspections  and  the  records  of 
treatment  carried  out  during  the  year  are  given  in  the 
statistical  tables  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

Amongst  the  639  pupils  subjected  to  routine  examina- 
tion two  or  0.3  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  in  a “ bad  ” 
nutritional  condition  whilst  48  or  13.5  per  cent,  of  the  boys 
and  34  or  8.4  per  cent,  of  the  girls  showed  various  degrees 
of  subnormal  nutrition  other  than  “ bad.”  The  nutritional 
condition  of  the  girls  was  slightly  better  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding year  whilst  that  of  the  boys  showed  some  de- 
terioration. 

As  recorded  in  the  preceding  year,  though  the  nutritional 
condition  of  the  girls  appeared  to  be  better  than  that  of 
the  boys  the  incidence  of  physical  defects  appeared  to 
be  greater  amongst  the  girls  ; defective  vision  was  found 
to  be  present  in  16.5  per  cent,  of  the  girls  as  compared  with 
12.1  per  cent,  of  the  boys  ; enlargement  of  the  tonsils 
and/or  adenoids  was  found  amongst  19.4  per  cent,  of  the 
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girls  as  compared  with  7.3  per  cent,  of  the  boys  whilst 
spinal  curvature  or  other  deformities,  such  as  flat  feet, 
occurred  amongst  24.3  per  cent,  of  the  girls  as  compared 
with  less  that  one  per  cent,  of  the  boys. 

Most  of  the  girls  attending  these  schools  have  not 
been  afforded  the  opportunities  of  enjoying  open-air  exer- 
cises to  the  same  extent  as  the  boys  and,  in  many  instances, 
employment  in  domestic  duties  in  order  to  assist  the  parents 
in  the  homes,  followed  or  preceded  by  periods  of  study, 
have  had  an  unfavourable  influence  on  the  physical  con- 
dition of  the  girls. 

Amongst  the  pupils  attending  the  higher  schools 
258  were  subjected  to  examination  for  errors  of  refraction 
and  squint  and  all  with  the  exception  of  one,  were  exam- 
ined by  Dr.  J.  W.  G.  Myler,  F.R.C.S.,  under  the  Council’s 
scheme  ; correcting  glasses  were  prescribed  in  240  instances 
and  205  of  these  children  obtained  spectacles,  these 
appliances  being  supplied  by  the  Authority  free  of  cost 
in  93  instances. 

During  the  year  under  review  505  secondary  and 
higher  school  children  received  dental  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  the  Council’s  dental  surgeons  and  details  of  the 
treatment  provided  are  given  in  Table  V.  (Appendix)  of 
the  statistical  summary  relating  to  secondary  and  higher 
schools. 


20.— CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS,  Etc. 

Evening  Classes  were  widely  organised  by  the  Education 
Authority  during  the  winter  months  and  the  courses  of 
instruction  covered  a variety  of  subjects  of  practical  or 
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academic  nature  ; the  persons  attending  these  classes, 
however,  did  not  participate  in  the  school  medical  service 
provided  by  the  Authority. 

Junior  Instruction  Centres. — In  co-operation  with  the 
Ministry  of  Labour,  the  Education  Authority  continued  to 
administer  three  junior  instruction  centres,  namely,  those 
situated  at  Pontygwaith  and  Trealaw,  which  were  attended 
by  boys,  and  a girls’  centre  at  Ynyswen. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  proposals  which 
had  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  at  the  end 
of  the  previous  year  for  a comprehensive  scheme  of  medical 
inspection  of  the  pupils  attending  these  centres  and  pro- 
vision for  the  treatment  of  dental,  visual  and  orthopaedic 
defects  amongst  such  pupils,  became  operative. 

During  the  visits  of  the  medical  staff  to  the  centres 
frequent  surveys  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  nutritional  condition  of  the  pupils  and  any  juveniles 
showing  the  slightest  degree  of  subnormal  nutrition  were 
certified  as  being  in  need  of  additional  nourishment.  The 
aggregate  results  of  these  surveys  in  the  three  terms  of 
the  year  are  indicated  in  the  subjoined  table  : — 


Centre. 

Term. 

No  of 
Pupils 
Surveyed. 

No. 

certified 

as 

mal- 

nourished. 

Per- 

centage 

certified. 

Spring  Term  . . . 

271 

101 

37.3 

Ynyswen 

Summer  Term 

230 

118 

51.3 

(Girls). 

Autumn  Term 

270 

78 

28.9 

Clydach  Court, 

Spring  Term  . . . 

140 

56 

40.0 

Trealaw 

Summer  Term 

154 

52 

33.7 

(Boys) 

Autumn  Term 

200 

45 

22.5 

Pontygwaith 

Spring  Term  ... 

216 

66 

30  6 

(Boys) 

Summer  Term 

217 

60 

27.6 

Autumn  Term 

280 

66 

22.9 
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During  the  year  1,028  boys  and  705  girls,  giving  a total 
of  1,733  juveniles,  were  subjected  to  routine  medical  in- 
spection whilst  510  juveniles  were  re-inspected.  Amongst 
the  routine  group  465  or  26.8  per  cent,  were  found  to  re- 
quire treatment  for  defects  other  than  uncleanliness  and 
dental  disease. 

Diseases  of  the  skin,  eyes  and  ears  were  more  prevalent 
amongst  the  boys  than  amongst  girls  in  the  proportions 
of  1.5  per  cent,  to  0.6  per  cent.,  1.6  per  cent,  to  0.3  per  cent, 
and  5.3  per  cent,  to  0.7  per  cent.,  respectively.  Defective 
vision  or  squint  was  discovered  amongst  the  two  sexes  in 
nearly  equal  proportions,  namely  15.7  per  cent,  amongst 
the  boys  and  17.4  per  cent,  amongst  the  girls.  Affections 
of  the  nose  and  throat  and  anaemia  were  more  prevalent 
amongst  the  girls  ; 12.3  per  cent,  of  the  girls  suffered  from 
defects  of  the  nose  and  throat  as  compared  with  3.2  per 
cent,  of  the  boys  whilst  20.8  per  cent,  of  the  girls  were 
considered  to  be  suffering  from  varying  degrees  of  anaemia 
as  compared  with  1.8  per  cent,  of  the  boys.  Organic 
disease  of  the  heart  was  found  amongst  2.0  per  cent,  of 
the  boys  as  compared  with  0.5  per  cent,  of  the  girls.  No 
case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  discovered  amongst 
the  pupils  attending  the  centres  whilst  six  boys  and  four 
girls  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  forms 
of  the  disease.  Evidence  of  chorea  was  found  amongst 
15  or  2.1  per  cent,  of  the  girls. 

The  nutritional  condition  of  these  juveniles  compared 
unfavourably  with  that  of  the  children  attending  the 
elementary  and  higher  schools,  and  is  summarised  in  Table 
B.  page  lxxxii.  Appendix.  The  condition  of  the  adolescent 
girls  was  considerably  worse  than  the  boys  and  the  general 
impression  obtained  was  that  the  majority  of  these  juveniles 
were  in  need  of  good  substantial  meals,  comprising  first- 
class  protein,  such  as  is  contained  in  lean  meat  and  dairy 
produce,  such  as  cheese,  together  with  due  proportions 
of  fats  and  carbohydrates  and  green  vegetables. 
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The  “ following  up  ” of  defects  discovered  amongst 
the  pupils  attending  these  centres  was  undertaken  by 
a special  school  nurse  but  as  the  pupils  remained  at  the 
centres  for  comparatively  short  periods  the  results  of  the 
action  taken  by  her  could  not  be  adequately  checked  by 
re-inspections.  It  was  found  however  that  16  pupils 
had  received  effective  treatment  for  minor  ailments  under 
the  Authority’s  scheme,  127  pupils  were  tested  for  errors  of 
refraction  or  squint  and  glasses  were  prescribed  in  119 
instances  and  of  these  64  pupils  were  supplied  with  spectacles 
free  of  cost  whilst  30  pupils  obtained  spectacles  from  other 
sources.  Operative  treatment  for  enlarged  tonsils  and 
adenoids  was  secured  for  10  pupils  under  the  Council’s 
scheme  whilst  seven  pupils  were  found  on  re-inspection 
to  have  obtained  other  forms  of  treatment  for  defective 
conditions  of  the  nose  and  throat. 


Amongst  the  pupils  referred  for  dental  treatment  by 
the  medical  staff  71  received  treatment  at  the  Council’s 
dental  clinics  and  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  the 
dental  staff  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

The  experience  obtained  during  the  medical  examina- 
tion and  supervision  of  these-  juveniles  shows  that  they 
need  continued  supervision  and  medical  care  until  such 
time  as  they  are  able  to  enter  into  remunerative  employ- 
ment and  are  in  a financial  position  to  obtain  for  themselves 
adequate  nutritious  food  and  medical  attention  when 
required.  It  is  also  felt  that  the  opportunities  afforded 
during  the  medical  inspections  for  imparting  personal  advice 
on  the  importance  of  the  maintenance  of  good  health  and 
the  methods  to  be  adopted  for  securing  a clean  bill  of  health 
are  invaluable  during  the  receptive  stage  of  adolescence. 


21.— JUVENILE  EMPLOYMENT. 


The  Bye-laws  adopted  by  the  Education  Authority 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Children  and  Young  Persons 
Act,  1933,  continued  in  operation  during  the  year  under 
review  and  the  prohibited  employments  included  in  these 
Bye-laws  are  the  following  : — 

lather-boy,  kitchen  boy,  marker  or  attendant 
at  a bagatelle  or  billiard  saloon  or  other  place 
licensed  for  games,  collecting  or  sorting  of  rags 
or  refuse,  employment  as  attendant  or  assistant 
in  any  premises  on  a fairground  used  for  public 
amusement,  etc. 

The  Bye-laws  prohibit  the  employment  of  children 
under  12  years  of  age  and  no  child  shall  be  employed  except 
between  the  hours  of  5 p.m.  and  7 p.m.  with  the  exception 
of  a child  who  has  attained  the  age  of  12  years  who  may 
be  employed  before  school  hours,  between  7 a.m.  and  8 a.m. 
in  the  delivery  of  milk  or  newspapers  subject  to  the  con- 
dition that  a certificate  has  been  obtained  from  the  School 
Medical  Officer  that  such  employment  will  not  be  pre- 
judicial to  the  development  of  the  health  of  the  child  and 
that  employment  after  school  hours  shall  be  limited  to  a 
period  of  not  more  than  one  hour  between  the  hours  of 
5 p.m.  and  7 p.m. 


It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  employment  of 
children  of  school  age  has  diminished  in  extent  and  no 
application  was  received  during  the  year  under  review 
for  a certificate  from  the  School  Medical  Officer  in  accord- 
ance with  the  above-mentioned  provisions  of  the  Bye-laws. 
Likewise  no  children  were  medically  examined  by  the 
staff  of  the  Department  for  certification  for  employment 
in  accordance  with  the  Employment  of  Children  in  Enter- 
tainment Rules. 
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22.— SPECIAL  ENQUIRIES. 

The  work  involved  in  connection  with  malnutrition 
in  school  children  and  the  selection  of  children  for  the 
school  camps  continued  to  occupy  a large  proportion  of 
the  time  of  the  school  medical  staff  and  it  was  not  found 
possible  to  undertake  any  special  enquiries  during  the 
year  under  review. 


23.— MISCELLANEOUS  WORK. 

The  following  summary  provides  information  as  to 
the  miscellaneous  work  which  was  carried  out  at  the  school 
clinics  by  the  School  Medical  Service  Staff  during  the  year 
and  which  consisted  of  the  examination  of  and  reports 
upon  : — 

(i.)  150  children  owing  to  persistent  non- 

attendance  at  school ; 

(ii.)  9 cases  at  the  request  and  for  the  guidance 

of  the  local  Police  Courts  ; 

(iii.)  385  children  referred  by  teachers  or  attend- 
ance officers  ; 

(iv.)  59  children  regarding  their  fitness  to  attend 

at  various  establishments,  such  as  Tygwyn 
Convalescent  Home,  LlwyngWril,  and 
Boverton  Camp  ; 
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(v.)  343  children  ear-marked  by  the  medical 

inspectors  themselves  for  the  more  de- 
tailed and  thorough  examinations  which 
the  conditions  and  the  facilities  at  the 
clinics  permit  ; 

(vi.)  54  candidates  (including  18  re-examined) 

for  bursarships  or  student-teacherships, 
and 

(vii.)  505  cases  drawn  from  the  above  categories 
and  referred  for  further  examination 
or  re-examination. 

School  Camps. — Full  advantage  was  taken,  during  the 
year  under  review,  of  the  opportunities  for  sending  chil- 
dren from  the  district  to  various  school  camps. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  despatch  of  308 
children,  comprising  143  boys  and  165  girls  to  the  camp  at 
Pendine  where  the  medical  and  sanitary  conditions  to- 
gether with  the  dietary  were  under  the  close  supervision 
of  Dr.  L.  W.  Pole,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough 
of  Llanelly. 

At  the  invitation  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
National  Council  for  Social  Service  it  was  also  possible  to 
send  132  girls  to  the  summer  camp  at  Pembrey,  120  girls 
to  Ogmore  and  492  girls  to  Rhoose  whilst  555  boys  were 
sent  to  Gileston  and  358  boys  to  Ogmore,  giving  a total  of 
1,657  children.  During  the  winter  months  the  facilities 
available  at  these  camps  enabled  them  to  be  used  as  winter 
residential  schools  for  periods  of  three  weeks  for  specially 
selected  children  and  312  girls  were  sent  to  Rhoose,  174 
boys  to  Pembrey  and  84  boys  to  Ogmore. 

The  children  were  carefully  selected  from  amongst 
those  who  Were  poorly  nourished  and  belonged  to  necessi- 
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tous  families  and  the  open-air  life  combined  with  the  in- 
vigorating sea  air  produced  remarkable  improvement  in 
the  physical  well-being  of  these  children,  who  otherwise 
would  have  few,  if  any,  opportunities  of  enjoying  a holiday 
at  the  sea-side.  The  reports  furnished  by  the  teachers 
who  accompanied  the  children  to  the  camps  testified  to  the 
benefits  which  resulted  from  these  short  periods  of  com- 
munal life  in  the  open  air. 

It  would  be  of  advantage  if  similar  camps  could  be 
organised  for  some  of  the  pupils  from  the  poorer  homes  in 
the  district  who  are  attending  the  secondary  or  higher 
schools. 

Tygwyn  Convalescent  Home. — Through  the  continued 
kindness  and  generosity  of  Miss  M.  S.  Davies,  “ Gregynog,” 
Dandinam,  a number  of  Rhondda  girls  were  enabled  to 
enjoy  the  advantages  of  a sojourn  at  the  Tygwyn  Con- 
valescent Home,  Llwyngwril,  which  is  a special  residential 
school  recognised  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  11  girls  from  the  Rhondda 
Were  staying  at  the  Home,  12  were  admitted  and  13  dis- 
charged so  that  10  girls  from  the  district  remained  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  selection  of  the  girls  for  the  Home  was  undertaken 
by  the  school  medical  staff  from  amongst  those  girls  who 
were  found  on  medical  inspection  to  be  badly  nourished 
and  considered  to  require  several  months’  residence  in  a 
residential  school,  due  attention  being  paid  to  the  financial 
circumstances  of  the  parents. 

Each  child  was  medically  examined  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable after  her  return  to  the  district  from  the  Home  and 
subsequently  at  intervals  and  the  records  made  on  these  re- 
examinations showed  that  considerable  improvement  in 
the  nutritional  condition  had  taken  place  and  in  the  majority 
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of  instances  the  improvement  in  the  physical  condition 
which  had  been  established  and  stabilised  at  the  Home 
remained  in  evidence  during  subsequent  school  life. 

During  the  summer  the  medical  staff  also  co-operated 
in  the  examination  of  girls  from  the  district  who  had  re- 
turned to  the  Rhondda  from  Tygwyn  prior  to  their  departure 
for  a camp,  also  organised  by  Miss  Davies  for  these  girls, 
at  Boverton. 
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SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

Summary  of  Work  carried  out  in  1938  in  the  interests  of  the 
School  Medical  Service. 


Times  used 
(No.  of 
Sessions). 

No.  of 
Children 
examined. 

No.  of 
Re- 
examinations 

Defective  Vision  ... 

83 

727 

485 

Special  Examinations 

51 

946 

505 

Student  Teachers  and 
Bursars 

2 

36 

18 

Totals 

136 

1709 

1008 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS- 

TABLE  I. 


Return  of  Medical  Inspections. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups. 


Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 


2,787 

2,390 

2,154 

Total  ...  7,331 


B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re-Inspections 


2,196 

9,693 


Total  ...  11,889 


C.— CHILDREN  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 

Number  of  individual  children  found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  to 

require  Treatment  (excluding  Defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases). 

NOTE — No  individual  child  is  counted  more  than  once  in  any  column 
of  this  Table  ; for  example,  a child  suffering  from  defective  vision 
and  from  adenoids  appears  once  in  Column  2,  once  in  Column  3 
and  once  only  in  Column  4.  Similarly  a child  suffering  from  two 
defects  other  than  defective  vision  appears  once  only  in  Column  3 
and  once  in  Column  4. 


Group. 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision  (exclud- 
ing squint). 

(2) 

For  all  other 
conditions  re- 
corded in 
Table  II  A. 
(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Entrants 

15 

374 

376 

Second  Age  Group 

239 

348 

528 

Third  Age  Group 

282 

241 

461 

Total  

536 

963 

1,365 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  II. 


A.— Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection. 


! 

Defect  or  Disease. 

0) 

Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No  of  Defects. 

si  Requiring 
Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
q servation  but 
~ not  requiring 
Treatment. 

2 Requiring 
Treatment- 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
Q servation  but 
w not  requiring 
Treatment. 

(1)  Ringworm — Scalp 

2 



1 



(2)  ,,  Body 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Skin 

(3)  Scabies  

28 

— 

21 

1 

(4)  Impetigo  

22 

— 

10 

— 

(5)  Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuber- 

1 

i culous) 

80 

4 

19 

— 

TOTAL  (Heads  1 to  5) 

133 

4 

51 

1 

, (6)  Blepharitis... 

71 

2 

7 

— 

(7)  Conjunctivitis 

3 

— 

1 

— 

(8)  Keratitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(9)  Corneal  Opacities 

6 

i 

1 

— 

(10)  Other  Conditions  (exclud- 

Eye 

ing  Defective  Vision  and 

Squint) 

( 

12 

1 

4 

— 

TOTAL  (Heads  6 to  10) 

92 

4 

13 

1 

(11)  Defective  Vision  (exclud- 

ing Squint) 

536 

1 

153 

1 

'(12)  Squint 

150 

6 

26 

7 

f(13)  Defective  Hearing 

32 

2 

17 

1 

Ear  \ 

(14)  Otitis  Media 

16 

1 

6 

— 

i 

l (IS)  Other  Ear  Diseases 

39 

— 

27 

— 

/ ( 16)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  only  ... 

651 

15 

73 

3 

Nose  and 

(17)  Adenoids  only 

36 

— 

7 

— 

Throat 

(18)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  and 

Adenoids 

163 

24 

2 

(19)  Other  Conditions 

14 

— 

6 

1 

(20)  Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 

Tuberculous) 

985 

32 

82 

3 

(21)  Defective  Speech 

79 

— 

17 

— 
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Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection—  Continued. 


Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No.  of 

Defects. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

to 

G § 

S -2{s 

Sf 

•r*  ^ 

•sS 

M « B-=  s 
.fl.i  & s 

•§  £ 

.Sl.2 

U cc 
V Q) 

Requir 
kept  ui 
servat 
not  r« 
Trea 

O'  <fl 
<o  V 

oin 

t § •s  £ * 
3 * £ 

cc!  " c 

(!) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Heart 

Heart  Disease  : — 

and 

(22)  Organic  

42 

64 

12 

10 

Circula- 

(23)  Functional  

43 

75 

7 

13 

tion 

(24)  Anaemia  

155 

22 

58 

2 

W25)  Bronchitis 

108 

156 

17 

7 

Lungs  j 

(26)  Other  Non-Tuberculous 

Diseases  ... 

48 

10 

13 

2 

/Pulmonary : — 

[(27)  Definite  ...  

__ 

.. 

1 

(28)  Suspected 

1 

5 

13 

1( 

Tuber- 
culosis ' 

Non-Pulmonary  : — 

(29)  Glands  

5 

5 

4 

3 

(30)  Bones  and  Joints 

— 

1 

7 

— 

(31)  Skin  ...  

— 

— 

— 

— 

'(32)  Other  Forms 

1 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL  (Heads  29  to  32)  ... 

6 

7 

11 

3 

Nervous  1 
System  j 

| (33)  Epilepsy  

! (34)  Chorea  

1(35)  Other  Cpnditions 

6 

2 

16 

1 

4 

3 

2 

6 

8 

4 

4 

Defor-  1 

mities  j 

i (36)  Rickets  ...  

(37)  Spinal  Curvature 

69 

27 

4 

5 

1 

1 (38)  Other  Forms  

51 

7 

3 

— 

(39)  Other  Defects  and  Diseases  (excluding 

Defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases) 

79 

6 

44 

7 

Total  Number  of  Defects  ... 

3579 

434 

701 

84 

B. — Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during  the 
Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


Age-groups. 

Number 

of 

Children 

Inspect- 

ed. 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Entrants 

2787 

358 

12.8 

2124 

76.2 

300 

10.8 

5 

0.2 

Second  Age- 
group 

2390 

247 

10.3 

1734 

72.6 

402 

16.8 

7 

1 

0 3 

Third  Age- 

group 

2154 

246 

11.4 

1578 

73.3 

313 

14.5 

17 

0.8 

Other  Routine 
Inspections 

_ 

















lOTAL 

7331 

851 

11.6 

5436 

74.2 

1015 

13.8 

29 

0.4 

TABLE  III —Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area, 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS, 

TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 

Group  I.— Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness). 


Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 
(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 
(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin  : — 

Ringworm-Scalp — 

(i.)  X-Rav  Treatment 

(ii.)  Other  Treatment 

— 

2 

2 

Ringworm-Body 

— 

1 

1 

Scabies 

— 

26 

26 

Impetigo 

— 

39 

39 

Other  Skin  Disease 

— 

51 

51 

Minor  Eye  Defects  : — 

(External  and  other, 
but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II.) 

55 

55 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

— 

112 

112 

Miscellaneous. 

(e.g.  Minor  injuries, 
bruises,  sores,  chil- 
blains, etc.)  ... 

— 

37 

1 

37 

Total 

— 

323 

323 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 


TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 

Group  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


1 

Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Under 

Author- 

ity’s 

Scheme. 

Other- 

wise. 

Total. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(including  Squint) 

727 

34 

761 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 
of  the  Eyes 





— 

Total 

727 

34 

761 

No.  of  Children  for  whom 
spectacles  were  : — 

* 

(a)  Prescribed  ... 

667 

34 

701 

(b)  Obtained 

398 

240 

638 

TABLE  IV. 

Group  III.— Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Def 

ects. 

Tonsils 

only. 

Aden- 

oids 

only. 

Tonsils 

and 

Aden- 

oids. 

Other 

De- 

fects. 

Total. 

Received  Operative  Treat- 
ment : — 

Under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme,  in  Clinic  or 
Hospital 

329 

329 

By  Private  Practition- 
er or  Hospital,  apart 
from  the  Authority’s 
Scheme 

8 

1 

7 

3 

19 

Total 

8 

1 

336 

3 

348 

Received  other  Forms  of  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  468 


Total  Number  treated... 


816 


TABLE  IV. 

Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


Number  of  children  treated  : — 

Under  the 

Authority’s 

Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Residential  treatment  with  education....  10 

— 

Residential  treatment  without 

edu- 

cation 

— 

— 

Non- residential  treatment  at  an 

ortho- 

paedic  clinic 

23 

— 

Total  numbei  of  children  treated 



31 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS- 

TABLE  V. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

(1)  Number  of  children  who  were  : — 


(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist — 


Primary 

Re- 

Years. 

Exam- 

Exam- 

Totals. 

inations.  inations. 

(Under  5 

33  ... 

118 

151 

5 

1227 

1433 

2660 

6 

115  ... 

2235 

2350 

7 

35 

2601 

2636 

8 

— 

2539 

2539 

„ . ) 9 

Routine  " 10 

— 

2518 

2518 

— 

2459 

2459 

Age  Groups 

11 

— 

2447 

2447 

12 

— 

2129 

2129 

13 

— 

2160 

2160 

14 

— 

970 

970 

1410 

21609 

...  23019 

(b)  Specials  (Primary  691, 

Re-examinations 

758) 

1449 

(c)  TOTAL  (Routine  and  Specials) 

... 

24468 

(2)  Number  found  to 

require  treatment 

...  19238 

(3)  Number  actually  treated 

... 

... 

...  9994 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

... 

...  11308 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

Inspection 

... 

234 

Treatment 

1011 

1245 

{6)  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

... 

4732 

Temporary  Teeth 

... 

... 

23 

4755 

(7)  Extractions  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

... 

... 

...  2353 

Temporary  Teeth 

... 

...  12232 

14585 

(8)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extractions  ...  ...  ...  ...  3829 

(9)  Other  operations  : — 

Permanent  Teeth  2885 

Temporary  Teeth  2714 


5599 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  VI. 

Group  VI.— Uncleanliness  and  verminous  conditions. 


(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  School  made  during 

the  year  by  the  School  Nurses  ...  ...  1.5 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the 

Schools  by  School  Nurses  ...  24158 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  3469 

(iv.)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section 

87  (2)  and  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  — - 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ..  — 

( b ) Under  School  Attendance  Bye-laws  ..  — • 


Statement  of  the  number  of  children  notified  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1938,  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority  to  the  Local  Mental  Deficiency  Authority. 
(Form  307M.) 

Total  number  of  children  notified  - Nil. 
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SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS- 

TABLE  I. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Routine  Inspections — Boys  ...  ...  ...  355 

Girls  284 

Total  639 

B. — OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  198 

Number  of  Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  776 

Total  ...  974 

C.— CHILDREN  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 

Number  of  individual  children  found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  to 

require  Treatment  (excluding  Defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases). 

Routine  group  ...  ...  ...  150 
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SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  II. 


A. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection. 


■ 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(1) 

Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No  of  Defects. 

Requiring  ! 
Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
^kept  under  ob- 
^ servation  but 
not  requiring 
Treatment. 

2 Requiring 
Treatment- 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
servation  but 
w not  requiring 
Treatment. 

.Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boy« 

Girls 

(1)  Ringworm — Scalp 

1 

(2)  „ Body 

Skin 

(3)  Scabies 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(4)  Impetigo 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(5)  Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuber- 

I 

l culous)  ...  

3 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  (Heads  1 to  5) 

3 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

/ (6)  Blepharitis... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

(7)  Conjunctivitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(8)  Keratitis  ... 

— 

- — 

— 

' - — 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

(9)  Corneal  Opacities 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(10)  Other  Conditions  (exclud- 

Eye 

ing  Defective  Vision  and 

Squint) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  (Heads  6 to  10) 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

(11)  Defective  Vision  (exclud- 

ing Squint) 

43 

47 

— 

— 

10 

12 

— 

— 

'(12)  Squint  

7 

4 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

,(13)  Defective  Hearing 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ear 

(14)  Otitis  Media 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i (15)  Other  Ear  Diseases 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — - 

j 

, (16)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  only  ... 

24 

41 



— • 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Nose  and  ! 

(17)  Adenoids  only  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Throat  ^ 

J (18)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  and 

| Adenoids  

2 

13 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

[(19)  Other  Conditions  '... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(20)  Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 

Tuberculous) 

6 

24 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

(21)  Defective  Speech  ... 

7 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 
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Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection —Continued. 


r 

Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

No. 

of  Defects. 

No-  of  Defects. 

Defect  or  Disease. 
(!) 

^ Requiring 
w Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
vji  servation  but 
w not  requiring 
Treatment.  | 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
~ servation  but 
- not  requiring 
Treatment. 

Heart 

Heart  Disease  : — 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

and 

(22)  Organic  

4 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Circula- 

(23)  Functional  

1 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

3 

tion 

1(24)  Anaemia 

7 

6 

— 

10 

— 

2 

— 

— 

{(25)  Bronchitis 

Lungs  \ (26)  Other  Non-Tuberculous 

1 

— 

3 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

! 

Diseases 

/Pulmonary  : — 

1 

2 

1 

(27)  Definite  

Tuber-  , 

culosis  ^ 

(28)  Suspected  ...  

Non-Pulmonary  : — 

1 

I (29)  Glands  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(30)  Bones  and  Joints 

(31)  Skin...  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

'(32)  Other  Forms  

TOTAL  (Heads  29  to  32)  ... 

Nervous 

(33)  Epilepsy  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

System 

(34)  Chorea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

(35)  Other  Conditions 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defor-  l 

mitioo  1 

(36)  Rickets 

1 

5 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

(37)  Spinal  Curvature 

1 

28 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' (38)  Other  Forms  

(39)  Other  Defects  and  Diseases  (excluding 
Defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness 

1 

41 

31 

1 

1 

1 

and  Dental  Diseases) 

4 

5 

— 

— 

1 

5 

— 

2 

Total  Number  of  Defects  ... 

122 

223 

4 

69 

21 

30 

1 

9 

SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS 


B.— Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  the  Pupils  subjected  to  Routine 

Inspection. 


Age-groups. 

Number 

of 

Children 

Inspect- 

ed. 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

t 

(Ba 

> 

,d) 

No.  | % 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

Boys  

355 

97 

27.3 

209 

58.9 

48 

13.5 

1 

0.3 

Girls  ... 

284 

39 

13.7 

220 

77.5 

24 

8.4 

1 

0.4 

TOTAL 

639 

136 

21.3 

429 

67.1 

72 

11.3 

2 

0.3 
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SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS- 

TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 

Group  I.— Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness). 


Number  of  ! 
treatr 

Defects  treated,  or  under 
nent  during  the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 
(1) 

Under  the 
x Authority’s 
Scheme. 
(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin:— 

Ringworm:Scalp — 

(i.)  X-Ray  Treatment 

_ 

_ 

(ii.)  Other  Treatment 

— 

1 

1 

R ing  worm-  Body 

— 

— 

— 

Scabies 

— 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Skin  Disease 

— 

3 

3 

Minor  Eye  Defects  : — 

(External  and  other, 
but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II.) 

10 

10 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

— 

11 

11 

Miscellaneous. 

( e.g . Minor  injuries, 
bruises,  sores,  chil- 
blains, etc.) 

— 

14 

14 

Total 

— 

39 

39 

Ixxiv. 


SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 


Group  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor 
Eye  Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments). 


Defect  or  Disease. 
(1) 

Number 

of  Defect 

s dealt  with. 

Under 

Author- 

ity’s 

Scheme. 

(2) 

Other- 

wise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Errors  of  Refraction 

(including  Squint) 

257 

l 

258 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 

of  the  Eyes 

— 

— 

- — 

Total 

257 

1 

258 

No.  of  Children  for  whom 

spectacles  were  : — 

(a)  Prescribed  ... 

239 

1 

240 

(6)  Obtained 

93 

112 

205 
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SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  IV, 

Group  III.— Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Numt 

>er  of  Def< 

sets. 

1 

Tonsils 

only. 

Aden- 

oids 

only. 

Tonsils 

and 

Aden- 

oids. 

Other 

De- 

fects. 

Total. 

Received  Operative  Treat- 
ment : — 

Under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme,  in  Clinic  or 
Hospital 

By  Private  Practition- 
er or  Hospital,  apart 
from  the  Authority’s 
Scheme 

5 



1 

12 

2 

— 

12 

8 

Total 

5 

1 

14 

— 

20 

Received  other  Forms  of  Treatment 

35 

Total  Number  treated... 

55 

lxxvi. 


SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  V. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were  : — 

(i)  Inspected  by  the  Dentists  : 

Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  505 

(ii)  Found  to  require  Treatment 505 

(iii)  Actually  Treated  505 


(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

( Included  in  the  figures  shown  in  the  corres- 
Inspection  J ponding  Table  applicable  to  Elementary  Schools, 
Treatment  1 no  special  sessions  having  been  exclusively 
( devoted  to  Secondary  Schools. 


(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  ... 


(4)  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 

(5)  Extractions  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


. . 1084 


...  560 

...  Ii2 


(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  ex- 

tractions 

(7)  Other  operations  : — 

Permanent  Teeth  261 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  60 


1143 

1084 

662 

295 

321 


APPENDIX. 


' 
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JUNIOR  INSTRUCTION  CENTRES. 

TABLE  I. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of  Routine  Inspections — Boys  1,028 

Girls  .....  705 

Total  1,733 


B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  — 

Number  of  Re-inspections  510 

Total  510 


C.— CHILDREN  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 

Number  of  individual  children  found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  to 
require  Treatment  (excluding  Defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases). 


Routine  group 


465 
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JUNIOR  INSTRUCTION  CENTRES. 


TABLE  II. 


A.— Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection. 


Routine 

Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

Defect  or  Disease. 
(1) 

£3  Requiring 
— ' Treatment. 

i 

i 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
Cj  servation  but 
not  requiring 
Treatment. 

/ 

( 1 ) Ringworm — Scalp 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

(2)  ,,  Body 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Skin 

(3)  Scabies  

4 

3 

— 

— 

I 

(4)  Impetigo  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

(5)  Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuber- 
culous) 

11 

— 

— 

TOTAL  (Heads  1 to  5) 

15  1 

4 

— 

— 

• (6)  Blepharitis... 

10 

1 

— 

— 

(7)  Conjunctivitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(8)  Keratitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(9)  Corneal  Opacities 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Eye  j 

(10)  Other  Conditions  (exclud- 
ing Defective  Vision  and 
Squint) 

5 

— 

— 

— 

j TOTAL  (Heads  6 to  10) 

16 

2 

— 

— 

i 

j (1 1)  Defective  Vision  (exclud- 
ing Squint)  

141 

115 

(12)  Squint 

20 

8 

— 

— 

. (13)  Defective  Hearing 

34 

3 

— 

— 

Ear 

(14)  Otitis  Media 

1 

1 

— 

— 

t (15)  Other  Ear  Diseases 

19 

1 

— 

— 

(16)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  only  ... 

23 

48 

1 

— 

Nose  and 

(17)  Adenoids  only 

2 

21 

— 

— 

Throat 

(18)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  and 
Adenoids 

8 

17 

_ 



(19)  Other  Conditions 

— 

1 

— 

— 

(20)  Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 
Tuberculous) 

71 

— 

— 

1 ~ 

(21)  Defective  Speech 

28 

— 

— 

Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection —Continued. 


Routine  Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

-o-g  5 M . 

Defect  or  Disease. 

c 

C 

w 

*3 

s 

9-3  8*1 1 

S' 

c5 

0 

s 3 
3 » * g 

v a « 2H 

osJ*  ” c 

(!) 

(2) 

(3) 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Heart 

Heart  Disease  : — 

and 

(22)  Organic  

21 

4 

— 

4 

Circula-  ) (23)  Functional 

7 

6 

3 

4 

tion 

(24)  Anaemia  

19 

147 

— 

— 

((25)  Bronchitis 

6 

2 

— 

— 

Lungs  j 

(26)  Other  Non-Tuberculous 

Diseases  ... 

3 

1 

— 

— 

/Pulmonary : — 

(27)  Definite  

— 

— 

— 

— 

(28)  Suspected 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Tuber-  i 

culosis  ^ 

Non-Pulmonary  : — 

| (29)  Glands  

1 

(30)  Bones  and  Joints 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(31)  Skin  ...  

— 

4 

— 

— ■ 

(32)  Other  Forms  

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

TOTAL  (Heads  29  to  32)  ... 

6 

4 

— 

l 

Nervous  I 
System  j 

1 (33)  Epilepsy  

(34)  Chorea  

i (35)  Other  Conditions 

2 

5 

2 

15 

1 

1 

Defor-  j 

mities  j 

| (36)  Rickets  ...  

(37)  Spinal  Curvature 

5 

4 

1 

1 

— 



(38)  Other  Forms  

9 

2 

— 

— 

(39)  Other  Defects  and  Diseases  (excluding 

Defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases) 

36 

7 

1 

1 

Total  Number  of  Defects  ... 

501 

413 

7 

15 
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JUNIOR  INSTRUCTION  CENTRES. 


B.— Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  the  Pupils  subjected  to 
Routine  Inspection. 


Age-groups. 

Number 
of  | 
Children 
Inspect- 
ed. 

/ 

(Exce 

Uent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D 

(Bai 

d) 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Boys 

1028 

60 

5.8 

754 

7.33 

210 

20.4 

4 

0.4 

Girls  ... 

♦ 

705 

17 

2.4 

464 

65.8 

223 

31.6 

1 

0.2 

TOTAL 

1733 

77 

4.4 

1218 

70.3 

443 

25.0 

5 

0.3 
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JUNIOR  INSTRUCTION  CENTRES. 

TABLE  IV, 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 

Group  I.— Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness). 


Number  of 
treati 

Defects  treated,  or  under 
nent  during  the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 
(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 
(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin  : — 

Ringworm -Scalp — 

(i.)  X-Ray  Treatment 

(ii.)  Other  Treatment 

— 

— 

— 

Ringworm-Body 

— 

— 

— 

Scabies 

— 

2 

2 

Impetigo 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Skin  Disease 

— 

5 

5 

Minor  Eye  Defects : — 

(External  and  other, 
but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II.) 

5 

5 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

— 

3 

3 

Miscellaneous. 

( e.g . Minor  injuries, 
bruises,  sores,  chil- 
blains, etc.) 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

16 

16 
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JUNIOR  INSTRUCTION  CENTRES. 


TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 

Group  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor 
Eye  Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments). 


Number 

of  Defect 

:s  dealt  with. 

Defect  or  Disease. 
(1) 

1 

r 

Under 

Author- 

ity’s 

Scheme. 

(2) 

Other- 

wise. 

(3) 

Total 

(4) 

P2rrors  of  Refraction 

(including  Squint) 

127 

127 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 

of  the  Eyes 

i 

: 

— 

— 

Total 

127 

— 

127 

No.  of  Children  for  whom 

spectacles  were  : — 

(a)  Prescribed  ... 

119 

— 

119 

(6)  Obtained 

64 

30 

94 
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JUNIOR  INSTRUCTION  CENTRES. 


TABLE  IV, 

Group  III.— Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Def 

ects. 

I 

Tonsils 

only. 

Aden- 

oids 

only. 

Tonsils 

and 

Aden- 

oids. 

Other 

De- 

fects. 

Total. 

Received  Operative  Treat- 
ment : — 

Under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme,  in  Clinic  or 
Hospital  

10 

10 

By  Private  Practition- 
er or  Hospital,  apart 
from  the  Authority’s 
Scheme 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— " 

Total 

— 

— 

10 

— 

10 

Received  other  Forms  of  Treatment 

... 

7 

Total  Number  treated... 

17 
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JUNIOR  INSTRUCTION  CENTRES. 


TABLE  V. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were  : — 

(i)  Inspected  by  the  Dentists  : 

Specials  71 

(ii)  Found  to  require  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

(iii)  Actually  Treated  ...  71 


(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

Included  in  the  figures  shown  in  the  corres- 
Inspection  I ponding  Table  applicable  to  Elementary  Schools, 
Treatment  ' no  special  sessions  having  been  exclusively 
devoted  to  Junior  Instruction  Centres. 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  ...  122 


(4)  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

57 


(5)  Extractions  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


147 

3 


150 


(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  ex- 
tractions 


61 


(7)  Other  operations  : — 

Permanent  Teeth  26 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

26 
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